
 

– FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – 

Book on anti-Semitism challenges  

Parliamentary coalition’s objectivity 

Montreal, April 6, 2010 – Late last week, publisher The Canadian Charger announced the release of an 

important new book which calls into question the work of the Canadian Parliamentary Coalition to 

Combat Antisemitism (CPCCA.)  The book, Antisemitism: Real and Imagined, Responses to the 

Canadian Parliamentary Coalition to Combat Antisemitism, authored by Prof. Michael Keefer, 

undermines both the process and the theses under which the CPCCA has functioned since it was formed 

last year.  Keefer, a professor at the University of Guelph, explains in the book’s introduction how he has 

sought to expose the extremism of the CPCCA’s founders – Jason Kenney and Irwin Cotler – and their 

use of the term “new anti-Semitism” to stigmatize and potentially criminalize criticism of Israel.   

The first two chapters of Antisemitism: Real and Imagined are a collection of submissions to the CPCCA 

by Canadian writers who have distinguished themselves on the topic of human rights, as well as 

submissions by Canadian human rights organizations, among them Canadians for Justice and Peace in the 

Middle East (CJPME.)  All of the texts by individuals and organizations included in these chapters were 

rejected by the CPCCA.  Keefer and many other Canadians believe that the exclusion of these 

submissions is a reflection of the Coalition’s bias and unwillingness to host an objective dialogue.  

The book also provides a history of anti-Semitism in Canada, providing the reader with an exhaustive and 

empirical analysis of the evolution of anti-Semitism in Canada, as well as in the UK, France and 

elsewhere.  The book demonstrates that the CPCCA’s primary argument – that anti-Semitism is on a 

dramatic rise – is not supported by the author’s research.  Keefer concludes his work with an analysis of 

the manipulative rhetoric used to qualify as anti-Semitic all criticism of Israel.  Keefer also argues 

convincingly that the accusations of anti-Semitism on Canadian universities today is a distortion of the 

reality for students today. 

CJPMO welcomes the release of Michael Keefer’s book and hopes that the book will inspire more 

informed dialogue in Canada on the topic of anti-Semitism and criticism of Israel.  “Keefer’s work is a 

must for anyone concerned with free speech in Canada today,” declared Tom Woodley, president of 

CJPME.  CJPME hopes that Canada’s political representatives will give time and attention to the topics 

addressed in Keefer’s work.  “Questions such as those discussed by Keefer and the other contributors to 

his work require intellectual honesty and rigorous objectivity.  We encourage our elected policymakers to 

leverage Keefer’s rigorous and comprehensive work as they debate these all-important questions,” added 

Woodley. 

About CJPME – Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East (CJPME) is a non-profit and secular 

organization bringing together men and women of all backgrounds who labour to see justice and peace take root 

again in the Middle East. Its mission is to empower decision-makers to view all sides with fairness and to promote 

the equitable and sustainable development of the region. 

For more information, please contact Grace Batchoun, 514-745-8491. 

Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East - www.cjpme.org 
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