
 
– FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – 

International organizations: Palestinian Authority ready to govern 
Montreal, April 26, 2011 — In a detailed assessment released April 13, the UN Office of the 
Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process (UNSCO) concluded that the Palestinian 
Authority (PA) is largely ready to govern. Nonetheless, the UNSCO report notes that in the areas 
that remain completely under Israeli administrative and security control—East Jerusalem and “Area 
C” (62 percent of the West Bank)—the space for real progress remains very limited “due to 
persistent measures of occupation,” the lack of meaningful Israeli steps to allow the PA to govern 
there, and lack of progress in the Israeli-Palestinian political negotiations. UNSCO also notes that 
progress in Gaza has been hampered by “the Palestinian divide,” but that East Jerusalem, “Area C” 
and Gaza—which are currently outside of the PA’s control—are “essential to building a Palestinian 
state.” 

UNSCO assessed the PA’s performance in six areas: governance, rule of law and human rights; 
livelihoods and productive sectors; education and culture; health; social protection; and 
infrastructure and water. The report was released the day before a Brussels meeting of key donor 
nations including the US and the European Union.  This meeting was set up to try to ensure that the 
PA will be ready to govern by September 2011, to assess progress and determine the foreign aid 
needed to ensure readiness. The PA is requesting $5 billion in foreign aid. The donor group issued a 
post-meeting statement welcoming the assessment and its findings. 

Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East (CJPME) urges the Canadian government to 
heed the report’s analysis of both the PA’s readiness to govern, and of the impediments imposed by 
Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian territories and its blockade of Gaza. “It is crucial that Canada 
be generous in its aid to Palestinians in Gaza and elsewhere, and that it be fully supportive of the 
international call for an end to the Gaza blockade and the occupation,” says CJPME President 
Thomas Woodley. CJPME particularly notes that the donor nations have called on Israel to allow 
building materials for infrastructure development and housing into Gaza and allow exports from 
Gaza. 

In a related development, on April 13 European Union foreign affairs minister Catherine Ashton 
announced that an agreement has been signed with the PA giving several Palestinian export sectors 
– from Gaza and the West Bank –  duty free access to the EU market. “Facilitating Palestinian trade 
is a crucial element of the state building process which the EU is supporting both politically and 
financially. This agreement is the tangible expression of our support,” said Ashton. 

About CJPME – Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East (CJPME) is a non-profit and 
secular organization bringing together men and women of all backgrounds who labour to see justice and 
peace take root again in the Middle East. Its mission is to empower decision-makers to view all sides 
with fairness and to promote the equitable and sustainable development of the region. 

For more information, please contact Patricia Jean, 450 812 7781 or 438 380 5410 
Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Middle East www.cjpme.org 
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