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Egypt has one of the most developed and diversiftathomies of the Middle East, second in the Arab
world only to Saudi Arabia. Nevertheless, it maystanding on the brink of turmoil. Some analysisit
a ticking time bomb that might go off at anytiméaely are referring to Hosni Mubarak, Egypt's 82-yelar
president who has ruled the country in an authdgaitavay since 1981. The question on the minds of
everyone from Egyptian shopkeepers to Whitehoufsgiad is: who or what will come after Mubarak?

Who is Hosni Mubarak?

Muhammad Hosni Sayyid Mubarak was born in May 1948Egyptian Air Force officer, Mubarak
undertook training in the Soviet Union and everyuase to the rank of Air Marshall and Deputy Mitgr
of Defence. He was granted the rank of Air Chiefrdhal for his role in the 1973 war with Israel whige
helped plan, and was appointed vice president b 18e became president in 1981 following the
assassination of Anwar El Sadat, and Chairman gp&gNational Democratic Party (NDP). Throughout
his term as president, Mubarak has cracked dowspposition, frequently imprisoning political oppone
and activists. Corruption under Mubarak’s governinbas also been widespréddubarak is disliked in
many guarters of Egyptian society, and has survdes@ral assassination attempts. Mubarak is an
economic liberal and sought to implement econoeficrm during his tenure. Despite his efforts, Egyp
continues to suffer from high unemployment and &dandards of living.

Is Egypt a democracy? Do Egyptians enjoy civil liberties?

Not really. While elections take place at varioesgels of society, the important ones lack credipiliFor
many years, President Mubarak has been “re-elefbedtimes in elections of limited validity, since
alternative candidates were not allowed to runragydiim until 2005. Following domestic and interoasl
pressure for democratic reform, the 2005 electiogie held with multiple candidates although eleadtor
institutions remained under the president’s contdelvertheless, the only opposition group with droa
public recognition and support - the Muslim Brotimwd, which has been banned in Egypt for 50 years -
was not allowed to field a candidate. A promingopasition candidate, Ayman Nour of the Tomorrow
Party, was stripped of parliamentary immunity saitefl, accused of forging signatures to registeipharty.
He vehemently denied the charges, largely seeriag brumped-up by observers, and was released
following heavy pressure from the United States tledEuropean Union. He came a distant seconckin th
elections, winning 8% of the vote against 89% farddrak, although no international observers were
allowed to monitor the elections. Thee months Jdteur was sentenced to five years of hard laBdur.
diabetic, he was released after 3 years on heaitings.

In terms of civil liberties, an emergency law imde since Sadat’s assassination in 1981 allows the
government to detain prisoners indefinitely anchaitt charges, limits freedom of expression and
assembly, and maintains a special security ¢oline law was extended for two years in May, 2010,
despite years of the government’s promising toteedstate of emergency. Human rights groups and
political activists widely criticized the extensiomhich they said signalled little was going torcha in a
nation where political opposition is routinely siteed by the policé The extension also contradicted
Mubarak’s 2005 re-election campaign promise thavbeld replace the emergency law with a provision
focusing exclusively on terrorisiOther campaign promises also remain unimplemesteth as
increasing political freedoms and fostering thalelsthment of alternative political parties.

Two months after the 2005 presidential electiomed-stage parliamentary elections were held. Bie v
was marred by violence, and security forces predksatipporters of the banned opposition party, the
Muslim Brotherhood, from getting to polling stationHundreds of Muslim Brotherhood supporters were
arrested. The Muslim Brotherhood candidates had to run dependents. Despite this, the Muslim
Brotherhood won a record 19% of seats in the padigary elections.
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Who could replace Mubarak?

The next presidential election is scheduled fort$@011. Mubarak could choose to run again iidalth
does not prevent him from doing so. Nevertheléddubarak does not run, likely replacements might
include:

e Gamal Mubarak: Hosni Mubarak’s youngest son is widely seen asttbst likely successor.
Gamal worked as an investment banker in Londonrbefotering the Egyptian political arena. He
was named to the policy secretariat of the NDP,iatndduced a series of economic reforms. He
has strong ties to the business elite, and in tgens has become a regular feature of the state-
controlled medi&.However, Gamal, previously an investment bankémindon, is unpopular with
the citizenry as most Egyptians oppose hereditacgesssion. The military is still a wildcard as all
three past presidents came from military backgreumtie military may not like Gamal’s civilian
backgrour]%d and could intervene, or, some analysfgest, may seek to control things from behind
the scenes.

« Mohamed ElBaradei: Few people could legally run against Gamal Mukakae to stringent
candidacy requirements set by constitutional amemtsnin 2005 and 2007. However, EIBaradei,
the former director of the International Atomic Egye Agency and 2005 Nobel Peace Prize winner
said he would run for president if the electionlddee guaranteed to be free and fair. Many believe
that it is unlikely EIBaradei will be able to regeithe constitutionally mandated endorsements to
run for president, though he may become an agemteimocratic reform in Egypt.

* Omar Suleiman: Mubarak’s intelligence chief hasn’t voiced anteimtion of running for president

but given the country’s history of military men assng the presidency, Suleiman may emerge as a

contender.

What is at stake for Egypt and for the region?

The choice of successor to Mubarak matters firdtfaremost to Egyptian citizens who aspire to dérg
quality of life and broader civil liberties. Egygpneighbours and allies — Israel, Saudi Arabia tied
United States — also have much at stake, as tuimBijypt could have a destabilizing effect in thgion
as a whole. Egyptian initiatives in the region,sas attempts at reconciliation between Hamas atahf
and Egypt-Israel relations would be thrown intodomf Mubarak’s succession leads to turmoil. Igrae
naturally, will be vigilant of any foreign policyh#ts from Egypt—which signed a peace treaty wittaél
in 1979—especially concerning the Gaza Strip aneh&ta The United States will be watching
developments closely as Egypt, one of the leadimgributors in the Gulf War, has been an indispblesa
ally in the region for over three decades.

Previous presidents of Egypt—Gamal Nasser and ARl&adat—served until they died. In that sense,
Mubarak standing down would be unprecedented. Rublngation of the uncertainty of Mubarak ruling
into old age, unable to govern dynamically, mayoese than the alternatives.

1 According to the Global Coalition Against Corrugtj Egypt ranked 105 in the list of least corrupirtries in 2006, tied with
Burkina Faso and Djibouti, and 115 in 2008. Finlawvad seen as the least corrupt nation.
2 «“Egypt’s Nour released from jailBBC News. Feb. 18, 2009.
® Slackman, Michael. Egyptian emergency law is extended for 2 yéatew York Times. May 11, 2010.
4 Slackman, Michael.Egyptian emergency law is extended for 2 yéatew York Times. May 11, 2010.
® Slackman, Michael.Egypt renews emergency detention.laMew York Times. May 1, 2006.
® “Viiolence mars Egyptian electiah8BC News. Dec. 1, 2005.
" “Egypt judges in election protesBBC News. April 20, 2006.
:Topol, Sarah A. Briefing: Who will run Egypt after Hosni Mubarak@hristian Science Monitor. March 2, 2010.
Ibid.

info@cjpme.org @anadiansfor Justice and Peace in the Middle East, reuse or reproduction prohibited without expresgten permission www.cjpme.org



