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Canadians for Justice and Peace

in the Middle East

10090 Saint-Laurent, Suite 201B
Montreal, QC H3L 2N7

(438) 380-5410

Mar. 29, 2016

The Honourable Tony Clement
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Dear Mr. Clement,

I am writing to you to inquire why the Canadian govnent has, to date, not issued a single
condemnation as per the motion sponsored by yalpassed in the House of Commons on Feb.
22 by a vote of 229-51. In that motion, the goweent is called upon to “to condemn any and
all attempts by Canadian organizations, groupsadividuals to promote the BDS movement.”
The vote was passed more than a month ago, aridililve to condemn a single individual or
group during this time is a clear failure to acttbe intents of the motion.

I myself am the leader of a hon-profit organizatio@anadians for Justice and Peace in the
Middle East — which has over 100,000 adherentsydrich is committed to promoting the BDS
(boycott, divestment and sanctions) movement dickapainst Israel. We believe that, as per the
stated objectives of the movement, BDS is a dentiocciad non-violent means of pressuring
Israel to respect the human rights of Palestinigksper our mission to empower Canadians to
promote justice, development and peace in the Mi&@ist, we have hosted a “Boycott Centre”
for several years on our Website. In additionttepinitiatives, this Centre encourages the
boycott of several Israel companies with merchanili€€anadian stores, and the reasons why
specific companies are egregious violators of Balas human rights.

More recently, my organization has launched a “BRiSky Notes” campaign to encourage the
marking of Israeli merchandise in Canadian stofidsese sticky notes read, “Warning, do not
buy this product. Made in Israel: A country vidhef international law, the"4sGeneva
Convention, and fundamental human rights. Stanfrupuman rights. Boycott Israel until it
respects international law. http://bdsmovement#B2S” In the past month, we have
distributed almost 1000 free pads to Canadianssadhe country. I've enclosed a
complimentary BDS Sticky Note pad for your inspewti

I have enclosed two pictures of myself affixinggdd3DS sticky notes to Israeli merchandise in
Canadian stores. In one picture, you see me @affitie notes to a box of Medjool dates in a
Costco store in Montreal. 60% of Israeli datesgaoevn on land in the Jordan valley in the West
Bank which has been illegally confiscated fronAtdestinian owners. In another, you see me
affixing the notes to a product of Keter Plasti@i€anadian Tire store in Montreal. Keter Plastic
owns and operates two plants in illegal Israelon@s established within the occupied West
Bank: one in Israel's Barkan Industrial Zone, andther in Oranit. The establishment of
colonies and colonial infrastructure on militardgcupied territories is illegal according to Arécl
49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, and is conedlarwar crime according to the Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court. Fertinore, the continuing establishment of Jewish-
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only colonies on Palestinian land significantlydens the achievement of a “comprehensive just
and lasting peace deal in the Middle East,” asresse UN Security Council Resolution 446
(March 22, 1979).

These pictures have been published widely on orsiteeand Facebook page in an effort to
encourage Canadians across the country to do the. sAs a result of this campaign, hundreds
of Canadians across the country are equipped hétketBDS notes — and we have received
dozens of selfies from Canadians from Victoria, 8BGt. John’s, NL. Obviously, people are free
to agree or disagree with me, but | am a proud ptenof the BDS movement in Canada.

In addition to this documentation on my own promotof BDS, | also attach a petition
(http://cjpme.org/condemn_msigned by more than 3000 Canadians since Febln2ight of
your motion, these Canadians “petition the Canad@aernment to be individually condemned
for, as appropriate, [their] thoughts, words, aatioas, promoting BDS.”

It might be worthwhile to point out that the BDS vement has chalked up several victories just
since the beginning of 2016. Among other recenbmplishments, the cosmetics company
Ahava announced that it will be removing its mawtideng facilities illegally located in the
Palestinian West Bank. International security fia#S also recently announced that it will
discontinue all Israeli contracts which involvealsli prisons and military checkpoints,
installations where the rights of Palestiniansragilarly scorned.

With the above examples, it is clear that BDS iskivig. Israel isn’t being destroyed or
“delegitimized,” but the leaders of its companies ieflecting on their activities and changing
their behaviour — exactly as anticipated by théowiaries of the BDS movement. Perhaps, as per
the objectives of the BDS movement, such corpdeatgers and principled Israeli citizens will
pressure the Israeli government to bring an ensré®l’'s occupation of Palestinian land and the
other demands of the BDS movement. Just as wéthalycott of South Africa, it is likely that
principled leadership will come not from politicer whether Israeli or Canadian — but from
grassroots leaders in civil society.

Unfortunately, rather than reflecting on the humights concerns of those promoting the BDS
movement, the current Israeli government has sirsplight to attack and discredit those
individuals and groups supporting the movemengesimably, it is easier for Israel to slander its
critics — even when these critics are Jewish themse- rather than to take such criticisms to
heart. It is perhaps also relevant that Israeebrnlavishly from the confiscation and unbridled
exploitation of Palestinian resources.

As | reviewed the Parliamentary debate on your omoti was flabbergasted at how not a single
member of the Chamber mentioned the actual stdgjedtores of the BDS movement, or when
the BDS movement is slated to come to an ends shameful that the debate on this motion was
so disconnected from the facts. | honestly featte future of our country if this is the standard
of behaviour in our highest legislative assembipr you convenience, | have attached a
factsheet my organization produced entitled, “BD$orming the Parliamentary Debaté.This
pamphlet presents the documented objectives of BB&debunks the hearsay and innuendo
introduced during the Parliamentary debate.

Ultimately, in regard to your anti-BDS gesture mrlament, | can only conclude that the
government is not convinced of the merits of theiomo Otherwise, how could one explain its
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inaction? | am also beginning to suspect thattpouguestion the credence of your motion.
Perhaps the only goal of the motion was simphyntonidate critics of Israel, or to score a few
political points at the expense of our right teefitem of expression. Perhaps that is why you
have failed to hold the government to accounttiimaction.

Please note that | have forwarded a copy of thisrland its attachments to all of the Canadian
media that expressed an interest in your motidreioruary, including the CBC, the Globe and
Mail and others.

We have placed a counter on our Websitenf.cjpme.org, counting the hours and minutes
since the passage of your anti-BDS motion. Plbas® kind as to inform me when you have
any information as to when the government is plagmo act on your anti-BDS motion of Feb.

22 — the government now has more than 3000 Carsdiha must be condemned under it.
Otherwise, with every day, hour and minute thaspasthe absurdity and offensiveness of your
anti-BDS motion and its assault on our Chartertrighree expression becomes ever more clear.

Sincerely,

L £ Tl

Thomas E. Woodley
President, Canadians for Justice and Peace in ithdld/East

! “Occupation, Inc.: How Settlement Businesses Gloute to Israel’s Violations of Palestinian Rights,
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