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What is “The Wall”?

The wall is composed of two types of structured=dr urban areas, a Concrete Wall: Eight meters, hig
with sniper towers and “buffer zones” 30-100 meteice for electric fences, trenches, cameras, $8nso
and military patrolling; and 2) For rural areasz&aWire and Fencing: Layers of razor wire on eithe
side of a three meter electric fence, military piéed roads, sand paths to trace footprints, dgcrel
surveillance cameras.

Construction of the Wall began in June, 2002, anibt yet completed Whether it is considered aljival
“barrier,” or “fence” is irrelevant because the prampacts — confiscation of Palestinian land, éokc
impoverishment of Palestinian communities, and @oarof Palestinians to abandon their homes and
property — remains the same.

What is the Course of “The Wall”

In 1948, UN Resolution 181, which set forth anddirand Palestinian state, allocated 43 percent of
historic Palestine to the Palestinian state. Wigtihg between Israel and its Arab neighbours egas
1949, the Armistice “Green Line” put only 22 pertehhistoric Palestine on the eastern (Palest)nian
side of the line. Nevertheless, the Wall is nohbéuilt on the Green Line, but mostly on Paleatini
land andde facto annexing 11.9% of the West Bahk.

The projected length of the Wall will be 723 km, nethan twice the length of the green line, and bél
built 86 percent inside the West BanlGiven that the Wall is purportedly to divide t&st Bank from
Israel, one may question how its length could b@oat double that of the Green Line. This is beeaus
the Wall plunges into the West Bank again and atgainclude Israeli colonies (“settlements”), water
resources, and agricultural land on the Israeé sidthe Wall.

Since the Wall plunges so frequently and deeply thé West Bank, a large number of Palestinians wil
be stuck between the Wall and the Green Line goanded by it. 17 communities, about 27,520 people,
are trapped between the Wall and the Green Lines@dl Area) and require permits to live in their own
homes. 54 communities are either completely oiglyrsurrounded by the Wall, affecting 247,800
people® As the Israeli information center for human righgsTseelem, notes: “In setting the Barrier's
route, Israeli officials almost totally ignored thevere infringement of Palestinian human righte T

route was based on extraneous considerations ctatyplmrelated to the security of Israeli citizeAs.
major aim in setting the route was de facto annemadf land: when the Barrier is completed, sonreeni
perceAnt of the West Bank, containing 60 settlemenitsbe situated on the western — the “Israeli” —
side.

Isn’t the Wall intended to Secure Israel against Terror Attacks?

If Israel were truly interested in its securitywibuld 1) build the Wall on the Israeli side of tharder
between the two states, 2) abide by internatianaldnd withdraw completely from the Palestinian
territories it occupied in 1948 and 1967. How itaserve Israel’s “security” purposes if 27,520
Palestinians are actually walled in on the Isrsielie of the Wall (see above)?

It is easier to understand the Wall as a mechatiostonsolidate Israel’s occupation, its illegalarogs,
and the ongoing colonization of Palestinian laiitie Wall is best understood as an annexation of lan

How does the Wall impact the Palestinians in the West Bank?

The Wall and Israel’s regime of checkpoints andibbacks means the movement of people and goods
has been severely restricted. People have beekeoldoom important hospital facilities, educational
institutions and property, leading to a criticatet@ration in standards of living. As noted by theited
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitariaffairs: “The Barrier impairs access to key
education and health services, and by isolatindsvirelm the land and destroying water networks and
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cisterns lying in its path, it creates new watat sanitation needs.The construction of the Wall has

also lead to the destruction of agricultural laadd the uprooting of tens of thousands of Palestini

olive and citrus trees. People living in Closeddoemmunities have complained of harassment and
violence at crossing gates. Many households hawediand families have become separated. Relatives
have been unable to get the appropriate permitsitocClosed Area communities, and inhabitants of
those communities have restricted access to a'g:iahlands‘"’. Colonies, meanwhile, have continued
expanding, and “Israeli-only” roads granting cokigifree movement have further truncated the West
Bank and restricted the travel of Palestinians.

What is the legal status of the Wall?

Israeli_Supreme Court: The Israeli Supreme Court ha
instructed the Israeli government to alter the sewf the
wall. In 2004, the court ruled that the plannedettory
would negatively impact the lives of Palestiniansaiway
which was not proportional to Israel's security adeeThe
ruling said: “The route that the military commande
established for the security fence [...] injureg tlocal
inhabitants in a severe and acute way while viogatheir
rights under humanitarian and international ldw.”

International Court of Justice: The ICJ ruled in 2004 that
Israel’'s wall was illegal because it was built nhpsin
occupied land. It said that the Wall infringed twe trights
of Palestinians and that they should be paid fonaiges.
14 of the 15 judges agreed that the Wall was illegeal
that the UN should take action to halt further ¢argion.
The ruling stated that “the court considers thaé t
construction of the wall and its associate regimeaies a
'fait accompli' on the ground that could well beeon
permanent, in which case - and notwithstanding'dhmal
characterisation by Israel - it would be tantamotantie
facto annexation® The case had been referred to the It
by the UN General Assembly. The ICJ has no enfoecem £
powers so the ruling was only an advisory one. A&l & 2
promptly said it would ignore the ruling. -

On April 30, 2006 Israel approved a new route far all. Despite the ruling of its own Supreme Gour
Israel has not modified the course of the wallny af the sections that were built and later nieltifby
Israel’'s High Court of Justice. The High Court hradlified three sections of the Wall because therha
causeosla to Palestinians was disproportionate taelisraecurity needs, and had ordered the wall to be
moved:
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