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Bahrain - Human Rights Scorecard 1
Bahrain, officially the Kingdom of Bahrain, is a small island country situated near the western
shores of the Persian Gulf. It is an archipelago with Bahrain Island, the largest land mass, at 55
2
km long by 18 km wide.
Official language: Arabic
Ethnic groups: 46% Bahraini; 45.5% Asian; 4.7% other Arabs; 1.6% African; 1% European; 1.2%
Other
Government: Unitary parliamentary constitutional monarchy
- King: Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
- Crown Prince: Salman bin Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
- Prime Minister: Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa
Death penalty: Retentionist
Population: 1.3 million
Life expectancy: 75.1 years
Under-5 mortality: 12.1 per 1000
Adult literacy: 91.4 percent

Section 1: Respect for the Integrity of the Person
Respect for the integrity of the individual is the most fundamental of human rights groupings. It guarantees protection of the person to ensure the right to life, and
freedom from torture. It also prevents arbitrary detention, and disappearances, and ensures the right to a free and fair trial when accused.

Freedom from arbitrary or unlawful deprivation of life



Largely disrespected 3
There has been reporting that government security forces arbitrarily killed protestors. These instances have not been sufficiently addressed by the
government.

Freedom from disappearance



Respected 4
There are no reports of disappearances in Bahrain.

Freedom from torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment



Largely disrespected 5
Various reports have been issued by local and international human rights organizations condemning the Bahraini government for its use of torture.
This has been insufficiently addressed by the government.

Freedom from arbitrary arrest or detention



Partially respected 6
Since the reporting on arbitrary detentions surrounding the 2011 protests, new laws have been enacted to protect individuals from such practices
by security forces.

Freedom from denial of fair public trial



Largely disrespected 7
The King controls the judicial branch of government. Numerous irregularities have been noted in the cases of political dissidents.

Freedom from arbitrary interference with privacy, family, home or correspondence



Largely disrespected 8
Widespread surveillance practices which run contrary to Bahraini law have been pointed out by civil society organizations within the country.
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Section 2: Respect for Civil Liberties
Civil liberties are a basic category of internationally recognized human rights. They include the freedoms of expression, assembly, association, education, and religion.
These are inalienable rights which should not be breeched by government, and should ensure the rights of all, including women and minority groups.

Freedom of speech and press (Reporters Without Borders Press Freedom Index)9



Score: 58.26, Rank: 165 / 179 – Highly controlled, limited or intimidated 10
The targeting of civilians and professional journalists by the state has been consistent in Bahraini public life in recent years. Ongoing imprisonment
and the stifling of freedom of speech continue to be noted by freedom of speech organizations, such as Reporters without Borders.

Freedom from academic censorship



Partially respected 11
Following the protests against the regime in 2011, the state forcibly suspended academics sympathetic to the protests. More recently, the
government has moved to suspend the Islamic Scholars Council.

Freedom of peaceful assembly and association



Largely disrespected 12
Various reports have been issued by local and international human rights organizations condemning the Bahraini government for its use of torture.
This has been insufficiently addressed by the government.

Freedom of religion



Largely disrespected 13
A long standing pattern of discriminatory policy towards Bahrain’s Shia’a majority continues to receive attention from local and international
human rights organization.

Protection of refugees and stateless persons



Largely disrespected 14
Only individuals who have a Bahraini father are granted citizenship. As a result, many individuals face issues of statelessness. This has been widely
condemned by both international and local organizations. Furthermore, Bahrain does not provide adequate routes to citizenship for refugees.

Overall protection of civil liberties (FreedomHouse Civil Liberties Index) 15 16



6 / 7 – Not free 17
The media and the legal system are controlled by the government, or individuals close to the government. The government and its supporters
regularly persecute human rights activists. Permits must be obtained for demonstrations, and NGOs require a permit to operate.

Section 3: Respect for Political Rights
Political rights ensure all members of society are able to influence the political process. The assessment of political rights includes an examination of the electoral
process and the selection of representatives, the political empowerment of the general public, the tolerance of dissent, the accountability of government, etc..

Overall protection of political rights (FreedomHouse Political Rights Index) 18



6 / 7 – Not free 19
In Bahrain the king has control over the three branches of government, appointing members of the legislative and judiciary branches. The mobility
of oppositional politics is greatly hindered by the state.

Section 4: Corruption and Lack of Transparency in Government
The civil, political, economic and social rights exercised within a country are often modulated by the degree of transparency and freedom from corruption. Various
international metrics assess transparency and corruption, including the OECD anti-bribery convention, the Bribe Payers Index, and the Open Budget Index.

Transparency and freedom from corruption (Transparency International Corruption Perceptions Index) 20



Score: 49%, Rank: 55 / 175 – Some corruption 21
In Bahrain, anti-corruption measures, though guaranteed by the constitution, have been weakly enforced in Bahrain according to Transparency
International.

www.cjpmefoundation.org info@cjpmefoundation.org

Page 2 of 5

Helping Canadians understand human rights

Middle East - Bahrain
CJPME Foundation – Human Rights Report Series
Published December, 2014

Section 5: Governmental Response to Criticism
This section deals specifically with the response heads of state have to civil society or international human rights reports.

Governmental attitudes vis-à-vis independent investigations of alleged human rights violations



Largely disrespected 22
In 2013 Bahrain enacted new laws banning “unapproved” contact between Bahraini political society and international observers and organizations.

Section 6: Discrimination and Societal Abuses
Legal and social discriminatory practices related to sex, race, creed or sexual orientation, are violations of human rights. Countries with strong civil liberty traditions
should have a fair legal system that ensures the rule of law, allows free economic activity, and ensures equality of opportunity for all.

Rights of women (World Economic Forum Gender Gap Index) 23



Score: 62.6%, Rank: 124 / 142 – Very unequal rights 24
Women in Bahrain face discrimination under Bahraini law. There are a number of areas, such as personal status law, which are in need of reform.

Rights of Children (KidsRights Index Overall Score) 25



Score: 67.5%, Rank: 88 / 165 – Somewhat protected 26
Because citizenship in Bahrain is derived from the father, children in Bahrain can be born stateless.

Rights of persons with disabilities



Partially respected 27
Although there are some areas in which the Bahraini government’s enforcement of laws surrounding the protection of persons with disabilities are
applied, there is much room for improvement.

Rights of national/racial/ethnic minorities (e.g. discrimination, Islamophobia, anti-Semitism etc.)



Largely disrespected 28
The discrimination of migrant, foreign born workers in Bahrain, is institutional and widely reported on by both local international observers.

Freedom from abuse and discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity



Largely disrespected 29 30
Although same sex sexual activity is not officially criminalized in Bahrain, recent court decisions prove that there is discrimination.

Section 7: Workers’ Rights
Workers’ rights are a group of legal rights relating to labour relations between workers and their employers. At their core are things like the ability to negotiate pay,
benefits, terms of employment, and safe working conditions. These rights often devolve from the right to unionize and access to collective bargaining.

Rights to freedom of association and to collective bargaining



Partially respected 31
Although the law allows for a range of independent union organization, the rights of unions are greatly
restricted in Bahrain.

Freedom from forced or compulsory labour



Largely disrespected 32
Bahrain has failed to enforce its laws surrounding forced labour. Foreign born migrant workers are subjected to debt bondage and other forms of
coercive and forced labour practices.
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Freedom from forced labour for children, and a minimum age of employment



Partially respected 33
Minimum age of employment and protection of children from child labour is generally respected in, however, these laws appear to be lacking with
respect to the children of migrant and foreign born workers.

Right to acceptable conditions of work



Largely disrespected 34
There is no minimum wage for workers in the private section in Bahrain, nor is there a minimum wage standard for migrant labourers in the public
sector. Occupational, health and safety standards, although guaranteed by law, have been inadequately monitored.

Right to employment



7.5% - Reasonable unemployment 35
While the unemployment rate in Bahrain has dropped somewhat over the last three years, it is still much higher than it should be, and is project to
climb.
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