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Norway - Human Rights Scorecard 1
Norway, officially the Kingdom of Norway, is a sovereign and unitary monarchy whose territory
comprises the western portion of the Scandinavian Peninsula plus the island of Jan Mayen and
the archipelago of Svarlbard. Norway also lays claim to a section of Antarctica known as Queen
2
Maud Land.
Official language: Norwegian, Sami languages
Ethnic groups: 86% Norwegian, 14% Other (Sami, Forest Finns, Kvens, Romani, Jews, presentday immigrants)
Government: Unitary parliamentary constitutional monarchy
- King: Harald V
- Prime Minister: Erna Solberg
- President of the Storting: Olaf Michael Tommessen
- Chief Justice: Toril Marie Øie
Death penalty: Abolitionist for all crimes
Population: 5.2 million
Life expectancy: 81.7 years
Under-5 mortality: 2.48 per 1000
Adult literacy: >99 percent

Section 1: Respect for the Integrity of the Person
Respect for the integrity of the individual is the most fundamental of human rights groupings. It guarantees protection of the person to ensure the right to life, and
freedom from torture. It also prevents arbitrary detention, and disappearances, and ensures the right to a free and fair trial when accused.

Freedom from arbitrary or unlawful deprivation of life



Respected 3
There have been no reports of arbitrary or unlawful killings by the government.

Freedom from disappearance



Respected 4
There are no reports of disappearances in Norway.

Freedom from torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment



Respected 5
There are no reports of the government using torture or any other method of cruel or inhuman punishment.

Freedom from arbitrary arrest or detention



Respected 6
The constitution forbids arbitrary arrest or detention, and the government generally follows these prohibitions.

Freedom from denial of fair public trial



Respected 7
The government generally upholds the law, which guarantees a fair public trial by an independent judiciary.

Freedom from arbitrary interference with privacy, family, home or correspondence



Respected 8
There are no reports of unlawful surveillance or arbitrary interference with privacy.
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Section 2: Respect for Civil Liberties
Civil liberties are a basic category of internationally recognized human rights. They include the freedoms of expression, assembly, association, education, and religion.
These are inalienable rights which should not be breeched by government, and should ensure the rights of all, including women and minority groups.

Freedom of speech and press (Reporters Without Borders Press Freedom Index)9



Score: 8.75, Rank: 3 / 179 – Largely free, diverse and independent 10
Media freedom in guaranteed by the constitution, which bans any media group from monopolizing the industry and provides subsidies for various
print media.

Freedom from academic censorship



Respected 11
There is no governmental interference or restriction on academic work.

Freedom of peaceful assembly and association



Respected 12
Freedom of peaceful assembly and association is unrestricted by the government.

Freedom of religion



Respected 13
The state promotes free exercise of religion and religious toleration, although recently there is some concern over rising antisemitism.

Protection of refugees and stateless persons



Respected 14
The government works with the UNHCR and several NGOs to provide protection and assistance for refugees and other stateless persons, and there
are aver 31,000 people currently claiming asylum in Norway.

Overall protection of civil liberties (FreedomHouse Civil Liberties Index) 15 16



1 / 7 – Free 17
The Norwegian government protects all or almost all civil liberties.

Section 3: Respect for Political Rights
Political rights ensure all members of society are able to influence the political process. The assessment of political rights includes an examination of the electoral
process and the selection of representatives, the political empowerment of the general public, the tolerance of dissent, the accountability of government, etc..

Overall protection of political rights (FreedomHouse Political Rights Index) 18



1 / 7 – Free 19
Political rights are guaranteed in Norway, with free and fair elections, a variety of political parties, extremely low levels of corruption, and an
independent Sami parliament which deals with indigenous issues.

Section 4: Corruption and Lack of Transparency in Government
The civil, political, economic and social rights exercised within a country are often modulated by the degree of transparency and freedom from corruption. Various
international metrics assess transparency and corruption, including the OECD anti-bribery convention, the Bribe Payers Index, and the Open Budget Index.

Transparency and freedom from corruption (Transparency International Corruption Perceptions Index) 20



Score: 87%, Rank: 5 / 168 – Very limited corruption 21
The Norwegian government is open to scrutiny and actively enforces anti-corruption legislation.
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Section 5: Governmental Response to Criticism
This section deals specifically with the response heads of state have to civil society or international human rights reports.

Governmental attitudes vis-à-vis independent investigations of alleged human rights violations



Respected 22
Independent human rights organizations operate without governmental interference, and Norwegian officials are often responsive and
cooperative.

Section 6: Discrimination and Societal Abuses
Legal and social discriminatory practices related to sex, race, creed or sexual orientation, are violations of human rights. Countries with strong civil liberty traditions
should have a fair legal system that ensures the rule of law, allows free economic activity, and ensures equality of opportunity for all.

Rights of women (World Economic Forum Gender Gap Index) 23



Score: 85%, Rank: 2 / 145 – Almost equal rights 24
Men and women are equal in nearly all regards, although women lag behind somewhat in terms of political empowerment.

Rights of Children (KidsRights Index Overall Score) 25



Score: 94%, Rank: 1 / 165 – Protected 26
Norway actively pursues nearly every incident of alleged child abuse and strictly enforces child sexual and labor exploitation laws.

Rights of persons with disabilities



Respected 27
The law prohibits any kind of discrimination based on disability in terms of employment, transportation, education, and all other public goods. It
mandates access to public buildings, information, and communications.

Rights of national/racial/ethnic minorities (e.g. discrimination, Islamophobia, anti-Semitism etc.)



Respected 28
The rights of minorities are generally observed, although the Romani population has been subject to forced relocation in the past. Immigrants and
ethnic minorities are sometimes discriminated against, and there has been a recent rise in anti-Arab sentiment due to increased immigration.

Freedom from abuse and discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity



Respected 29 30
The law prohibits any kind of discrimination base on sexual orientation or gender identity, although there are few isolated incidents of hate crimes.

Section 7: Workers’ Rights
Workers’ rights are a group of legal rights relating to labour relations between workers and their employers. At their core are things like the ability to negotiate pay,
benefits, terms of employment, and safe working conditions. These rights often devolve from the right to unionize and access to collective bargaining.

Rights to freedom of association and to collective bargaining



Respected 31
Both the government and employers respect the rights to freedom of association and to collective bargaining.

Freedom from forced or compulsory labour



Respected 32
The Norwegian government effectively enforces laws prohibiting forced or compulsory labour, particularly targeting human traffickers that exploit
migrants and children.
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Freedom from forced labour for children, and a minimum age of employment



Respected 33
Children may engage in light work for 12 hours per week starting at age 13, then fewer than 40 hours per week starting at 15, as long as it does not
affect schooling. Child labour laws are strictly enforced.

Right to acceptable conditions of work



Respected 34
Minimum wages are set by collective bargaining agreements and are generally very high. Workers are allowed 25 days of paid leave per year and
have a 28-hour mandatory rest period on weekends and holidays. Some foreign workers are underpaid and overworked by certain industries.

Right to employment



3.5% - Reasonable unemployment 35
Unemployment is exceedingly low in Norway and rates are projected to remain constant over the next few years.
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