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March 26, 2004 
 
Honorable Gordon Campbell, Premier 
Province of British Columbia 
PO Box 9041, STN PROV GOVT, 
Victoria, BC  V8W 9E1 
 
Dear Premier Campbell, 
 
Re:  Changes to the B.C. Cremation, Interment and Funeral Services Act 
 
As a provincial organization that works to advance and protect the equality rights of British 
Columbians, we write to express our dismay and frustration with your government’s recent decision to 
erode the equality rights of same-sex couples in B.C. by repealing their right to control the remains of 
their loved ones. 
 
Section 51 (1) (b) (ii) of the B.C. Cremation, Internment and Funeral Services Act 1996, expressed a 
clear legislative intent; one that afforded the equal right and one that provided the equal benefit to 
same-sex couples as those afforded to their heterosexual counterparts during a most difficult time in 
their lives.  By removing that intent from legislation, your government is signaling a huge shift, one 
that sets the equality rights of same-sex couples in this province back by eight years, and one that is 
greatly at odds with other progressive legislation being enacted and enshrined on similar issues 
across Canadian jurisdictions. 
 
Solicitor General Rich Coleman suggests his rationale in repealing this section of the Act was due to 
the ease in which changing societal attitudes can be better reflected through regulations that 
accompany legislation as opposed to dealing with those changes within the legislation itself.  We 
submit this is a cop out and one that is likely to have a chilling effect on gays and lesbians in this 
province.  In a piece of legislation which so clearly captured the societal attitude and enshrined that 
attitude into law, we see no valid reason why the enshrined right should be relegated to the whims of 
an administrative exercise.   
 
We assume your government is committed to protecting and promoting the equality rights of all British 
Columbians and we strongly urge you to reconsider your actions and uphold that commitment in law.    
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kenneth W. Smith, President,  
B.C. Human Rights Coalition 
 
cc:  Solicitor General, Rich Coleman 
       Attorney General, Geoff Plant 

 
 


