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Methodology and Overview 
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This presentation is based on a survey conducted by Greenberg Quinlan Rosner 
Research for Democracy Corps and Public Campaign Action Fund 
 
The survey of 1000 2012 presidential voters (1000 weighted) nationwide was 
conducted from November 6-7, 2012 – the night of and night after the election. 
 
Survey results were weighted to reflect the National Exit Survey.   
 
Unless otherwise noted, margin of error= +/-3.1 percentage points at 95% 
confidence. 
 
This presentation is part of a larger set of several unique election night surveys that 
Democracy Corps has partnered with a range of progressive groups. 
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Very warm (75-100) Very cool (0-25)

Intense negativity toward PACs, lobbyists, money in politics 

Now, I'd like to rate your feelings toward some people and organizations, with one hundred meaning a VERY WARM, FAVORABLE 
feeling; zero meaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVORABLE feeling; and fifty meaning not particularly warm or cold. You can use any number 
from zero to one hundred, the higher the number the more favorable your feelings are toward that person or organization. If you 
have no opinion or never heard of that person or organization, please say so.  
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Net: -37 

Mean: 
28.5 

Mean: 
29.9 

Net: -47 Net: -50 

Mean: 
26.6 

Super PACs Lobbyists Money in politics 

% identifying: 67 % identifying: 95 % identifying: 90 



Two thirds believe current system “undermines democracy.” 
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Undermines democracy Candidates heard

+31 
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Given what I saw in the presidential race 
during this election, I am fed up with the 
big donors and secret money that control 
which candidates we hear about. It 
undermines democracy. 

Money is always going to be spent in 
campaigns and at least all the candidates 
were able to get heard and voters got to 
decide in the end. 

I'm going to read you some pairs of statements. For each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST statement or the SECOND statement comes 
closer to your own view, even if neither is exactly right. 



Strong desire to see a change – common sense limits 
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Reasonable limits No limits

I'm going to read you some pairs of statements. For each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST statement or the SECOND statement comes 
closer to your own view, even if neither is exactly right. 
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There is too much big money spent on 
political campaigns and elections today 
and reasonable limits should be placed on 
campaign contributions and spending. 

Because electing our political leaders is 
one of the most important things we do 
as a nation, there should not be any 
limits on campaign contributions or 
spending. 

+60 
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More, and I tuned
out

More and
unhealthy for our

democracy

More, but helpful
to hear points of

view

More,  harder to
hear different
points of view

About normal for a
presidential

campaign

Less than normal

Driven by huge amounts of spending in campaign – more 
than a quarter saying it was bad for democracy 
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How would you characterize the level of advertising by the campaigns and outside groups in this election? 

+71 
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Special interest groups and lobbyists

Campaign contributors

Party leaders

The media

Views of their constituents

Their own conscience

Alarming number believe elected officials beholden far 
more to special interests than their constituents  
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Now I'm going to read you some various people and organizations that might influence how members of Congress vote. Of the following, 
which TWO do you think have the most influence on how members of Congress vote? 

Percent saying most influential (top two) 
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Their own conscience

Views of their constituents

The media

Special interest groups and lobbyists

Campaign contributors

Party leaders

Over half think elected officials influenced the least by 
constituents or even their own consciences  
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And which ONE do you think has the least amount of influence on how members of Congress vote? 

Percent saying least influential 
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The context of this election is powerful 

9 

40 

25 

12 

10 

Now for something a little different. In this election, more 
than six billion dollars were spent to elect the President 
and Congress. Which of the following comes closest to 
your view of how we should address money in politics? 

Now for something a little different. Which of the following 
comes closest to your view of how we should address money 
in politics? 

Overhaul the way elections are paid for by 
replacing large donations with small 

donations and limited matching public funds, 
strict enforcement of election laws, and 

disclosure of outside spending.  

Repeal limits on contributions to 
candidates. 

Keep the system mostly the way it is. 

Make modest reforms like increased 
disclosure of outside spending. 
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