
The Ancient 

Yet Ever Present 

Power of Story and 

Storytelling

And 

the nexus between 

public land and climate 

change



Define Nexus – a connection or series of 

connections linking tow or more things

The central and most important point or place 

linking two or more things. 

So that’s our task- pointing out the central and 

most important point or place connecting Climate 

Change and Public Lands.



Discuss what is story and 

storytelling 

and 

how you can use storytelling to 

create, explain and advance 

a new vision of 

public lands policy 

and 

climate change policy



David Hunt

www.davidvhunt.com

301 404 7291

huntstory@yahoo.com



Outside of the physical 

universe 

and the laws that 

govern the physical 

universe, there is 

nothing that impacts, 

informs, and 

transforms

the human experience

nor moves our spirit

more than story 



We Live Our 

Lives Based 

Upon Story

And 

Inside 

Of Story



What is Story?

A store-house of 

our personal

and collective 

experiences, 

dreams, fears, 

desires, beliefs, 

values and hopes. 



The Human Being is 

The Storytelling 

Animal

Always has been! 

Always will be!



Please Share With 

the people at  Your 

table the story of

what happened to 

you -your people to 

make you want to 

do community work



Michelle Obama           

Becoming

“There’s a lot I still don’t know about America, 

about life, about what the culture might bring. 

But I do know myself. My father, Fraser, taught 

me to work hard, laugh often, and keep my 

word. My mother, Marian, showed me now to 

think for myself and to use my voice. Together, 

in our cramped apartment on the South Side of 

Chicago, they helped me see the value in our 

story, in my story, in the larger story of our 

country, even when it’s not pretty or perfect. 

Event when its more real than you want it to 

be. Your story is what you have, what you will 

always have. It is something to own.”



The Show 

Hamilton

Ends With The Song

Who Lives Who Dies 

Who Tells Our Story?



The Human Being is 

The Storytelling 

Animal

Always has been! 

Always will be!



The Universe and 

our worlds comes 

into existence 

through the 

spoken word

or the 

making of sound



Black Lives MatterME TOO!!
Ballet      Opera        Tango 

The way we greet each other with 

questions asking for stories 

The Real Housewives of 

Atlanta  

The Voice 

Olympics       Museums         Architecture  

Divorce Stories  

Because the stories have changed 

“I don’t want to live inside that story anymore”  

The Human Being is the Storytelling Animal

Sermons Calling  People To God and God’s Laws

Hip Hop   RAP  Country Music  Podcasts 

Meetings Job Interviews   Visit to Doctor 

Dating - The stories of attraction 

Teaching Political speeches       Jury Trials

When we see our therapist  

Oprah and Ellen Shows

Family Reunions    CEREMONIAL DANCE

Funerals - the last public telling of a person’s life story



Organizational orientation process is 

the story of the organization and your 

role in the story

Staff Meetings and Board Retreats  

Conferences are Storytelling Sessions 

Branding    



Story and Storytelling

The most powerful 

Forces For Social Change



The Role and 

POWER of 

Storytelling 

To Bring About 

Social Change 



Storytelling Creates Public Policy

Policy is Greek for Behavior

Public Policy = Public Behavior

Corporate Policy = Corporate Behavior 

The Role and Power of Story in Public Policy 
What is Public Policy but the 

request for present and 

future Behavior, 

the conducting of public 

Behavior?



Policy is created out of our experiences

of the past and present and dreams of the 

future.

From our hopes and fears, from wounding’s, 

victories, and healings.

From remembering and imagining the 

betterment of the people, animals, planet, 

our children and grandchildren, nation, the 

world, and ourselves. 



Data Alone is Story Without a Soul!

In creating public policy and social change a 

powerful story beats powerful data every time!

Well lots of the times…



Policy setting is about storytelling 

and Power  

Not individual stories but 

collective stories backed up by power





Define Nexus – a connection or series of 

connections linking tow or more things

The central and most important point or place 

linking two or more things. 

So that’s our task- pointing out the central and 

most important point or place connecting Climate 

Change and Public Lands.



Exercise 1: Do this one as an individual not as a group 5 

minutes 

What is climate change?

Describe climate change. 

In five minutes- Use 15 others words or less to describe what 

is happing to public lands in your part of the world.  Words a 

person with a 10-grade education would understand. 

Then share at your table for only 10 minutes



Exercise 2: Examples of Public Lands Stories 

Half do this one- Come up with a list of three examples of what is 

on Public Lands that might positively mitigate or slow down climate 

(destruction) change . At your tables in 10 minutes 

Half do this one – Come up with a list of list three examples of how 

climate change is effecting public lands in your area? At your tables 

in 10 minutes 

Then select someone from your table to report out in two minutes 



 

          

Take Your Organizing Campaigns to the Next Level!

Regional Community Organizer Training 

Water-Land Use - Income Inequality 

3:00pm Thursday, October 1–Saturday, October 3 

Northern California Carpenters Hall, 1360 N. Hulbert Ave., Fresno 

The Community Governance Partnership, (Leadership For Jobs and a New Economy 501 (c)3 

Fund), the Fresno Partnership and our partners are pleased to make available to our statewide social and 

environmental justice allies a two-and-a-half day training session with David Hunt of David Hunt 

Associates and the Midwest Academy, a nationally recognized training institution for progressive 

community activists. The Midwest Academy trains conservation and community organizations, 

progressive activists and labor in the organizing skills required to develop and run campaigns to create 

lasting environmental, social and electoral change. 

The invitation is extended to all of the Fresno Partnership member groups, as well as like-minded 

organizations and individuals committed to environmental advocacy, as well as social and 

environmental justice. We seek participants who have or wish to make an ongoing commitment to 

community organizing work, have existing roles in labor, environmental, SJ and EJ organizations, 

and have a background or strong interest in advocacy, coalition building and campaigns. Our goal 

is to provide training to establish a group of 50-70 professionally trained field organizers to work 

on their key issues, with an emphasis on water-related actions and minimum wage at the local 

level. 

Partial and full scholarships are available for up to 25 participants to offset the $500/person cost of the 

training (meals and materials included). After the conference, we will establish an online Organizer 

Network to stay connected with campaigns, share lessons learned and discuss joint organizing efforts. 

Interested in attending the Regional Community Organizer Training October 2–3 to learn how to 

advance movements for progressive social and environmental change? Fresno Partnership 

Coordinator Austin Hall can be reached at 559-285-5563 or train.ljane@gmail.com for more information 

and to apply. The deadline for applications is Sept. 11, 2015. We encourage early applications as we 

expect the training to fill fast.


