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Climate change is an urgent and existential rationale for 
advancing protections for large landscapes across the 

West and Alaska.

Reducing and mitigating the impacts of climate change in 
the United States requires the protection of a substantial 

amount of land managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management.

The Opportunity



1 2 3 4Global Goals 
Importance of 
Land as part of 
the Solution 

Global Land 
Goals U.S. Land Goals 

Theory of Impact

Goal - Limit change to 1.5°C 
by 2030 requires 45% 
reduction in CO2 emissions

How- Transitions in energy, 
land, urban infrastructure 
and industrial systems.

Source: IPCC

Allows for Sequestration of CO2 
and increased CO2 storage 
through Restoration.

Reduces extraction and 
combustion of fossil fuels.  

Allows for human and animal 
Adaptation.

Protect 30% of global land 
area by 2030 with a goal to 
maintain and restore at least 
50% of the Earth’s land area 
as intact natural ecosystems

As of 2018, 293 million acres or 
12% of the United States is 
currently in a protected status. 

Source: Center for American Progress



• The United Nations body for 
assessing the science 
related to climate change. 
(Created after the Paris 
Climate Agreement)

• Created to provide 
policymakers with regular 
scientific assessments on 
climate change, its 
implications and potential 
future risks, as well as to 
put forward adaptation and 
mitigation options. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
determined:
• Limiting Global Warming to 1.5°C compared with 2°C would 

reduce challenging impacts on ecosystems, human health 
and well-being.

• Pathways limiting global warming to (or close to) 1.5°C 
require rapid and far-reaching transitions in energy, land, 
urban infrastructure (including transport and buildings), and 
industrial systems. 

• Sustainable land management can contribute to reducing the 
negative impacts of multiple stressors, including climate 
change, on ecosystems and societies.

Global Goals and Land as part of the Solution 



Snapshot: Levels of  protection needed to meet the 30% by 2030 goal 

In 2019, Science Magazine 
published the report, A 
Global Deal for Nature: 
Guiding principles, 
milestones and targets:
• The most logical path to avoid 

the approaching crisis is 
maintaining and restoring at 
least 50% of  the Earth’s land 
area as intact natural 
ecosystems, in combination with 
energy transition measures. 

• Recommends all nations commit 
to protecting 30% of  lands by 
2030, to meet the goals set by 
the IPCC (limit warming to 1.5C).

Global Land Goals



Conservation Actions                Acres % of U.S. 
Lands 

Protections for BLM lands              194,000,000 7.9% 

Protections for Forest Service lands            129,000,000 5.3% 

Conservation on DoD land                6,000,000 0.2% 

Expanding the National Wildlife Refuge System    15,000,000 0.6% 

Stronger protections on existing state lands        63,000,000 2.5% 

Growing state protected area systems            15,000,000 0.6% 

Partnering with tribes for conservation        10,000,000 0.4% 

Conservation on private lands                35,000,000 1.4% 

Naturally protected natural areas            30,000,000 1.2% 

Existing protected lands (as of 2018)            293,000,000 12% 

Total 790,000,000 32.4% 

 

How can the U.S. can meet 30 by 30 goal?

U.S. Land Goals
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United States, including the Southern Appalachian 
Mountains and Cumberland Plateau, the Allegheny 
Plateau of Pennsylvania, the Southeastern Coastal Plain 
(recently recognized as a global biodiversity hotspot; 
Noss et al. 2015), the Sand Hills of Nebraska, the Ozark 
and Ouachita Mountains, east Texas and central 
Louisiana, Northern Minnesota and Wisconsin, and the 
Northern Appalachians of New England.

The bivariate maps (Fig. 3) illustrate lands where com-
ponent priorities align. Areas where high ecological 
integrity, connectivity, and under- represented ecosystems 
align are common and dominate the West (Fig. 3a–c) but 
also occur in other areas throughout the country. Many 
lands located between protected areas in the West 
maintain a relatively high degree of ecological integrity, 
providing for high connectivity value (Fig. 3a). Large 
regions of high integrity in the West are also composed of 
ecosystems that are not currently well protected (Fig. 3b). 
These areas (Fig. 3c) may also provide important oppor-
tunities for organisms to disperse as climate changes 
(McGuire et al. 2016). Many of these lands of the West 
are managed by the federal government (Appendix S1: 
Fig. S3) and provide opportunities for expanding 
 protected areas through conservation designations 
(e.g., wilderness or national monuments) and agency 
management plans. Other ecosystems with limited levels 
of protection that are important for connectivity occur in 
the mid- Atlantic, southeastern, and northeastern states 

(Fig. 3c). In these regions, most of the ecosystems have 
<5% of their distribution in protected areas. These areas 
may be relatively intact and important for maintaining a 
regional network of protected areas.

In contrast to the common co- occurrence of lands with 
high ecological integrity, connectivity, and ecosystem rep-
resentation priorities, lands rich in range- limited species 
with a high degree of ecological integrity are infrequent 
and concentrated in California and southwestern Oregon, 
as well as smaller patches located in the southeastern 
United States (Fig. 3d). These patterns suggest that hot-
spots of range- limited species tend to be more impacted by 
human development, a pattern observed globally (Venter 
et al. 2016). Areas rich in range- limited species occurring 
in under- represented ecosystems important for connec-
tivity are also concentrated in California, Oregon, and the 
Southeast (Fig. 3e–f). Appendix S1: Fig. S4 shows scatter-
plots between pairwise combinations of variables and 
describes a number of additional insights into relation-
ships among the four metrics.

DISCUSSION

Our assessment is designed to identify and map wild-
lands connecting existing protected areas that are com-
posed of ecosystems and range- limited species not well 
protected in conservation reserves. Under our evalu-
ation, these high- value areas are nationally significant 

FIG. 2. Composite map of wildland conservation value based on an overlay sum of qualities in Fig. 1. Lands within existing 
protected areas (GAP status 1 and 2) are shown here as black (i.e., not a priority, because they are already highly protected). [Colour 
figure can be viewed at wileyonlinelibrary.com]

Map shows an analysis of geospatial data to 
assess expanding protected areas within the 
contiguous United States to include the least 
human-modified wildlands, establish a 
connected network, and better represent 
ecosystem diversity and hotspots of 
biodiversity. Wild, connected, and diverse: 

building a more resilient system 
of protected areas, Ecological 
Society of America

U.S. Land Goals



THE CHALLENGE
90% of the lands that the 
BLM manages are open 
for oil and gas drilling and 
other extractive uses

U.S. Land Goals- The Challenge



Voter support for 30x30 in the U.S



Political Support for 30x30 in the U.S.

U.S. Senate, Senators Tom Udall (NM) and Michael Bennet (CO) and other cosponsors have 
introduced the “Thirty by Thirty Resolution to Save Nature” (S.Res.372)

Rep. Deb Haaland (NM), Joe Neguse (CO), Ted Lieu (CA), Ruben Gallego (AZ), Ed Case (HI) and 
other cosponsors have introduced a companion resolution in the House (H.Res.835).

The Thirty by Thirty Resolution to Save Nature would establish a national goal of conserving 
30% of U.S. lands and ocean by 2030



Political Support for 30x30 in the U.S.



U.S. Lands BY THE NUMBERS  

Protecting millions of acres of large, intact landscapes 
is critical for climate resiliency, habitat connectivity and 
survival of plant and animal species on our planet - with 
a goal of protecting 30% of U.S. lands by the year 3030.* 

America’s public lands and National Conservation Lands 
are our greatest opportunity for achieving this goal and 
are critical for keeping hydrocarbons in the ground, 
reducing carbon dioxide in the air, developing renewable 
energy and protecting migration corridors in the face of 
changing climate and human development.

Priority landscapes 
and communities:
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1. Owyhee Canyonlands, OR
2. Modoc Plateau, CA
3. Gold Butte and Basin & Range, NV
4. Bodie Hills, CA
5. California Desert, CA
6. High Divide, Southeast ID
7. Red Cliffs, UT
8. Grand Staircase-Escalante, UT
9. Bears Ears, UT
10. Great Bend of the Gila, AZ
11. Central Eastern Breaks & Prairies, MT
12. Red Desert, WY
13. Dolores River, CO
14. San Luis Valley, CO
15. Chaco Canyon, NM
16. Gila River, NM
17. Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks, NM
18. Western Arctic, AK 18

• 12% are permanently protected
• 88% of all protected areas are public lands 
• 40% of U.S. Lands are already developed 
• 60% af U.S. Lands are natural or could be restored 

Litigation/legal appeals
On the ground threats
Proactive conservation campaigns

TODAY

90% 
open for oil & 
gas drilling*

THE FUTURE

90% 
managed for 
conservation

FLIP THE 
FOCUS 
OF BLM

*Source: The Wilderness Society

Our greatest conservation 
opportunity:

Less than 15% of Bureau of Land Management lands are 
permanently protected and 90% are open for oil and gas 
drilling. This ratio could be flipped with private industry 
operating on no more than 10% of unprotected lands 
(about 21.5 million acres), reserving the remainder for 
public use, recreation and wildlife.*  

10% for oil & gas = enduring protection for

194 million more acres 

“Lasting and effective changes in the way public lands are managed – the kinds of changes that can survive swings in the 
political pendulum – would also require congress to weigh in on defining the public’s interest in energy development on 
public lands.” 

The Public’s Interest and Durable Management of Energy Development on Public Lands - Tommy Beaudreau, Janice Schneider, 
Joshua Marnitz 

National Strategy

TRANSFORM
the Bureau of Land Management 
into an agency mandated to 
prioritize conservation and 
restoration over extraction of non-
renewable resources.



Lewistown, MT
Over 600,000 acres opened to 
oil and gas (91% of planning 
area)

Southeastern Oregon        
No protection for the over a 
million acres identified as 
having wilderness qualities 

“Humankind must move away from relying on 
oil and other fossil fuels for energy. 
Expanding the amount of  public lands that 
can be leased for oil production is against 
the nation’s long-term interests.”

Editorial: Trump is trying to unload America’s public lands to oil 
companies before election, L.A. Times

Red Desert, WY
At stake is 3.6 million acres of 
prime habitat and migratory 
routes for wildlife 

Western Arctic, AK
At stake is 7 million acres of 
protected areas. Primary Caribou 
and Migratory Bird Habitat. Under 
threat due to oil & gas interests.

PLUS, California Desert, Red Cliffs, Dolores River Campaign, 
Owyhees Campaign, Gila Legislation and more….

Local Strategy

Grand Staircase & Bears 
Ears, UT
Monuments cut in size and 
opened to development and 
harmful uses through illegal 
executive action

North Fork, CO  
Over 500,000 acres open to oil 
and gas development



Questions

Faces from the Friends Grassroots Network 

GROUPS70 13STATES

At the heart of our model of impact and success is our 
Friends Grassroots Network – 70 community-based 
groups across the West who are the on-the-ground voice 
for our National Conservation Lands. 

Individually, each group advocates for their local lands 
and together they are a unified and powerful voice for 
National Conservation Lands across America. 

Our Network

Investment by state: 
2008 - 2019

    TOTAL 
STATE  GROUPS  GRANTS INVESTMENT

ALASKA  1 4 $60,000
ARIZONA  8 58 $1,177,795 
CALIFORNIA 24 136 $2,530,338
COLORADO  8 71 $1,683,300
FLORIDA  1 4 $32,000
IDAHO  1 4 $90,000
MONTANA  2 19 $492,100 
NEVADA  6 53 $923,284
NEW MEXICO 5 36 $741,695
OREGON  6 30 $490,500
TEXAS  1 1 $5,000
UTAH  4 55 $1,922,900
WASHINGTON 1 1 $8,000
WYOMING  1 1 $10,000
OTHER  6 14 $235,095       

TOTAL  75 486 $10,397,007

Our grassroots investment:
SINCE 2008, WE HAVE:

• Granted over $10.3 million in direct support
• Provided training, mentoring and skill building 

through our Grassroots Advancement Program (GAP)
• Supported groups with legal counsel to defend 

national monuments on the ground and in court 

Our impact 
strategies
Our model of growing grassroots power and building 
successful campaigns in local communities results in 
acres protected. Four key strategies guide our mission 
to ensure America’s public lands are an enduring 
solution for climate resiliency and safeguarding the 
future health of our planet. 

• investing in the grassroots
• engaging diverse constituencies
• elevating indigenous voices
• inspiring awareness

Faces from the Friends Grassroots Network 

GROUPS70 13STATES

At the heart of our model of impact and success is our 
Friends Grassroots Network – 70 community-based 
groups across the West who are the on-the-ground voice 
for our National Conservation Lands. 

Individually, each group advocates for their local lands 
and together they are a unified and powerful voice for 
National Conservation Lands across America. 

Our Network
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2008 - 2019
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STATE  GROUPS  GRANTS INVESTMENT

ALASKA  1 4 $60,000
ARIZONA  8 58 $1,177,795 
CALIFORNIA 24 136 $2,530,338
COLORADO  8 71 $1,683,300
FLORIDA  1 4 $32,000
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Our grassroots investment:
SINCE 2008, WE HAVE:

• Granted over $10.3 million in direct support
• Provided training, mentoring and skill building 

through our Grassroots Advancement Program (GAP)
• Supported groups with legal counsel to defend 

national monuments on the ground and in court 

Our impact 
strategies
Our model of growing grassroots power and building 
successful campaigns in local communities results in 
acres protected. Four key strategies guide our mission 
to ensure America’s public lands are an enduring 
solution for climate resiliency and safeguarding the 
future health of our planet. 

• investing in the grassroots
• engaging diverse constituencies
• elevating indigenous voices
• inspiring awareness

1) How could the 30x30/climate movement help advance your organizations work? 
(if you have already integrated 30x30/climate work into your campaigns, tell us how)

2) What are some of the barriers you may face? (political pushback, capacity internally, 
etc.) 

3) How Could CLF help advance your organizations mission using the 30x30 
movement? 

https://airtable.com/shrnKCenVSEbCe2lS

https://airtable.com/shrnKCenVSEbCe2lS


Wrap-Up

Questionnaire   
https://airtable.com/shrnKCenVSEbCe2lS

Thank You!
Danielle@conservationlands.org

https://airtable.com/shrnKCenVSEbCe2lS
http://conservationlands.org

