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Overview

• Framing	&	Context:	Social	Determinants	of	Health
• Basics	of	the	Healthy	Places	Index
– Indicators:	What’s	Included?
– Key	Features:	What	Can	You	Do	With	It?
– Policy	Guide

• Applications	for	State	&	Regional	Policy
– Current	&	Proposed	Uses
– Potential	Uses

• Map	Demo
• Questions
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Framing & Context: Place Matters
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Non-Health	Sectors,	Such	as	Transportation,	Housing,	and	Employment,	Have	A	
Greater	Impact	on	Health	Than	Access	to	Health	Care



California Healthy Places Index
Interactive	map	and	ranked	index		with	community		

indicators	that	affect	health.		

Includes	publically	accessible	data	available	at	the	
census	tract	level.

Hosts	variety	of	decision	layers,	including	State’s	climate	
vulnerability	indicators

Indicators	are	all	correlated	with	life	expectancy	at	birth		
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Indicator Selection

• Correlated	with	life	expectancy	at	birth
• Statewide	data	publicly	available	at	the	census	tract
• Actionable
• Informed	by	literature
• Predictive/statistical	properties	
• Continuity	with	earlier	versions	of	HPI
• Compatibility	with	State	health	department	projects
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Economic

•Employed*
•Income
•Above	
Poverty*

Social

• Two	Parent	
Household

• Voting	in	
2012

Transportation

• Automobile	
Access*

• Active	
Commuting

Education

• In	Primary	
School

• In	High	
School

• Bachelor’s	
Education	
or	Higher*

Neighborhood

• Retail	Density
• Park	Access
• Tree	Canopy*
• Supermarket	

Access
• Alcohol	

Outlets

Healthcare
Access

• Insured*

Housing

• Low-Income	
Renter	Severe	
Housing	Cost	
Burden

• Low-Income	
Homeowner	
Severe	
Housing	Cost	
Burden

• Housing	
Habitability

• Uncrowded	
Housing

• Homeowner-
ship

Clean	
Environment

• Ozone*
• PM	2.5*
• Diesel	PM
• Water	

Contaminants

Healthy Places Index:
Policy Action Areas & Indicators

*	Sourced	from	Climate	Change	and	Health	Vulnerability	Indicators	for	California	
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***All	indicators	are	correlated	with	life	expectancy	at	birth***



HPI Features

– Validated	with	Life	Expectancy
– Aggregate	and	rank	selected	census	tracts
– Custom	score	function
–Multiple	visualization	and	comprehensive	report	
tools

– Building	integration	with	our	Policy	Guide	
framework
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Variety of Geographies Available

• Cities
• Counties
• Census	Tracts
• Legislative	Districts
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Includes State Climate Vulnerability 
Indicators

• The	California	Climate	Health	Vulnerability	Initiative	
data	set	or	CCHVIs	dataset	produced	by	California	
Department	of	Public	Health-Health	In	all	Policies	Task	
Force	using	a	BRACE	(Building	Resilience	Against	
Climate	Exposures)	grant	has	been	included	as	a	data	
support	layer	in	the	Healthy	Places	Index.	

• Finished	website	will	allow	users	to	move	between	the	
climate	toolkit	to	look	at	census	tract-level	data	for	
these	indicators
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BRACE/ 
CHIVIs



Decision Support Layers

• Indicators	available	for	mapping,	but	not	
included	in	HPI	Score	or	Policy	Action	Areas:

– Race/Ethnicity	(Census)	Prop	209
– Health	Outcomes	(500	Cities,	HDI	1.1)
– Health	Risk	Behaviors	(500	Cities)
– Variety	of	Geographies
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HPI Policy Guide
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What it Will Take: 
Detailed Policy Menu 
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Specific Policy Recommendations
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Stakeholder Involvement

§ Local	health	departments	across	the	State,	
who	understand	community	conditions	and	
work	with	community	residents	in	their	
jurisdictions

§ State	health	department	
§ Data	experts	
§ Interviews	with	community-based	
organizations	and	statewide	advocates
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How Can HPI Advance Regional & 
State Policy?

§ Identification	of	disadvantaged	communities
§ Prioritization	of	resources
§ Tying	health	into	other	sectors	(SDOH	model)
§ Policy	recommendations	for	improving	health	
outcomes

§ Project/program	solutions	for	improving	health	
outcomes

§ Greater	awareness	of	public	health	in	
communities
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Highlights of Current Use Cases (State)

• SB	1	Sustainable	Transportation	Planning	Grants:	
Caltrans- $	25	Million/	year	– 50%	to	disadvantaged	
communities	

• Governor’s	Office	of	Planning	and	Research:		General	
Plan	Guidelines

• Strategic	Growth	Council:	Transformative	Climate	
Communities

• CDPH	- Black	Infant	Health- Birth	Outcomes	
• California	State	Parks	Department
• ATP	Public	Health	Question	(under	strong	
consideration)
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Potential Use Cases

§ Regional	Transportation	Plans/Sustainable	
Communities	Strategies	(EX:	Environmental	
Justice	Analysis)

§ County	Long-Range	Transportation	Plans
§ General	Plans	(EJ	or	Health	Elements)
§ State	Grant	Programs	(EX:	ATP)
§ Other	Policies/Plans	That	Prioritize	
Investments	Based	on	Equity/EJ/Health
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HPI 2.0 Map - California

On	the	web:	http://healthyplacesindex.org/
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HPI 2.0 Map – Los Angeles
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HPI 2.0 Map – Bay Area
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HPI 2.0 Map – Sacramento



HPI 2.0 Map – San Joaquin



HPI 2.0 Map – Fresno
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Map Demo

On	the	web:	http://healthyplacesindex.org/
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§ [Switch	to	interactive	map	on	screensharing]



Suggestions / Ideas 
for Using HPI 2.0?

Contact:
Bill	Sadler

BSadler@PHI.org

HPI	on	the	web:
http://healthyplacesindex.org/
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