Fact Sheet: SB 375 & Sustainable
Communities Strategies
By 2050, California’s population is expected to grow to
nearly 60 million people. Where will California’s new
residents live and work, and how will they get around?
We can all recognize the importance of good planning and
smart transportation investments. Done well, people of all
income levels can have their choice of neighborhoods
where it is easy to get to work and school, and where it is safe and pleasant to walk to a nearby
market or park. Done wrong, we all spend too much time stuck in traffic, air pollution contributes to
chronic diseases like asthma, and people have little choice but to drive long distances and pay high
gas bills.
Through Sustainable Communities Strategies planning, we can work with local and regional leaders to
ensure that the growth that is coming makes our state more healthy, equitable, and sustainable.

About SB 375
In 2008, an unprecedented coalition of developers,
environmentalists, affordable housing advocates and
local government leaders came together to support
passage of SB 375 (Steinberg). The new, innovative
planning approach encourages local governments and
transportation agencies to work together to develop a
coordinated regional approach to addressing the
transportation, housing and environmental challenges
that no single city can tackle on its own.

Targets & the Sustainable Communities Strategy
In September 2010, the California Air Resources Board
adopted targets for greenhouse gas reductions for each
region in the state to achieve through land use and
transportation planning.
Each region is now responsible for working with its local
government partners and stakeholders to create a
Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS). The SCS is an
element of the Regional Transportation Plan, and outlines
the strategies for achieving the regional target. A
Sustainable Communities Strategy will include detail on
where growth and development will occur, and how the
region’s transportation system can support that growth in a
way that reduces greenhouse gas pollution. Each
Sustainable Communities Strategy will be different,
depending on the needs and vision of the community.

Quick Fact
Focusing new residential
development in areas
that are already close to
jobs, services, and
amenities, could save
California taxpayers
more than $194 billion
in capital infrastructure
costs by 2050. (Vision
California Statewide
Scenarios Report,
Calthorpe Associates,
June 2010)

A Golden Opportunity
Decisions about how we accommodate growth will have a dramatic impact on our health, economy and
environment. A well-planned Sustainable Communities Strategy would provide a wide range of benefits.

Stimulate New Construction, Job Creation, and Economic
Investment
Construction and home building were hit particularly hard in this economic
downturn. Through SB 375, developers can take advantage of a
streamlined environmental review process – saving thousands of dollars per
project – by building projects in walkable communities with public transit
access.
Reduce Air Pollution and Related Health and Medical Costs
Air pollution-related illnesses cause thousands of hospitalizations,
emergency room visits, and premature deaths every year in California.
Better planning would tackle a root cause of California’s worst-in-the-nation
air pollution and help stop the rise of chronic illnesses.
Save Taxpayer Dollars
The planning principles encouraged by SB 375 will help cities save money
by using energy, water, and infrastructure more efficiently.
Preserve Natural Lands, Working Farms, and Ranch Lands
If we continue with trend development patterns, we will double California’s
urban footprint by 2050, consuming more than 5,500 square miles of
farmland, open space, and recreation areas. We can save that land by
investing in existing neighborhoods and town centers.
Save Time and Money for Families
After housing, transportation is most households’ largest expense. By
building neighborhoods that offer additional options such as walking, biking,
and public transit, Californians can save both time and money that would
otherwise be spent on commuting.
Support Market Demand for Well-Planned and Walkable
Communities
Recent housing market surveys have shown that Californians’ housing
preferences are changing rapidly. By directing new growth into neighborhoods
that are close to jobs, shopping, and transit, we can help the housing market
rebound and stimulate local economies.

Make it Easier and Safer to Walk and Bike
California increasingly faces an obesity crisis, and in many neighborhoods
it is difficult or unsafe to travel on foot or by bike. Having safer routes for
pedestrians and bicyclists will reduce traffic, support the independence of
seniors and teenagers, and give us all the opportunity to be more active.

Learn more
The ClimatePlan partnership includes dozens of California organizations committed to improving land use
and transportation planning in California to protect our health, our communities, our climate, and our
environment. The network represents a broad spectrum of interests, ranging from public health advocates
to farmland preservationists, but we all are dedicated to smart planning and creating a sustainable future
for Californians. Learn more at www.climateplan.org.

