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Dear Elizabeth,
When one looks at the challenging state of affairs in this nation, in which the Ku Klux Klan is marching once again in South Carolina, the LA Police Department
officer who shot and killed unarmed Ezell Ford broke policy but remains protected by Chief Beck above any level of professionalism, and LA homelessness is
skyrocketing (12% increase) and the only proposals coming from City Council are to criminalize their mere existence, it feels at times like the country is moving
backwards. Where is the hope?
There IS hope, and by bizarre political twist of fate, it can be found on Temple Street at the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors.
This week and next promise to be the true test of LA's five Supervisors: Will they support the type of progress sorely needed in LA to set people on a pathway
to livable income levels and that protects our community from potential LA County Sheriff's Department abuses both in and outside of the jails? Or will they
allow politics and fear of backlash to undermine their critical role as agents of change for broken systems? All we need is three out of five to make sweeping
changes that will build a healthier Los Angeles.
Tomorrow, Tuesday at 10am, LA County Supervisors will vote on gradually increasing the minimum wage to $15/hr, indexed to future inflation, with
wage enforcement. As with the City of Los Angeles, Supervisors will hear both sides of the story, including the notoriously meanspirited and possibly
fraudulent reports of the socalled "Employment Policies Institute." As people of faith and conscience, we know that it is unconscionable to force families to live
under poverty wages, permanently defined as "poor," which forces parents to take additional afterhour jobs and results in unsupervised, unnurtured children
forced to fend for themselves, backbreaking work conditions, poor transportation options, minimal support for education...an entire cycle of violence perpetuated
against those of limited means. The minimum wage increase will not solve all of these problems, but it certainly is a step in the right direction. And not only are
there major economic arguments for an increase, we know it is the right thing to do, part of the Master Plan for a more Just and Sacred Society. We know we
have Sheila Kuehl's vote, looks like we have Hilda Solis's vote, Mark RidleyThomas is urging speedy passage, but we want all five!
Join us:
1. Prevote rally: 9  9:20 am, Steps in front of Hahn Hall of Administration (500 West Temple Ave. LA, CA, in front of LA County Board of
Supervisors)
2. Board of Supervisors Vote: 11am (500 West Temple Ave. LA, CA, in front of LA County Board of Supervisors)
Please let us know if you are attending; we will help you to submit a speaker card. We could use people from Mike Antonovich and Don Knabe's districts in
particular.

On July 28th, Tuesday at 10am, LA County Supervisors will vote on approving a recommended plan to establish a Civilian Oversight Commission.
This effort at police reform has been an ongoing project of the CLUE Black/Jewish Justice Alliance, and we have done a tremendous amount of work together
with our partners at Dignity and Power Now to ensure that the LA Sheriff's Department is responsive to the community, with a commission that can oversee their
actions and can hold our law enforcement accountable. Dignity and Power Now's five nonnegotiable demands for the Civilian Oversight Commission are:
Subpoena power (supported by working group report)
Composed of 9 members, 4 community appointed (possible; other options still on the table)
Independent legal counsel (not yet achieved)
No law enforcement or retired law enforcement (current proposal excludes current law enforcement or retired LA Sheriff's Department personnel)
Direct the functions of the Inspector General (not yet achieved)
Join us:
1. Press Conference: 8:30 am, Steps in front of Hahn Hall of Administration (500 West Temple Ave. LA, CA, in front of LA County Board of
Supervisors)
2. Board of Supervisors Vote: 10am (500 West Temple Ave. LA, CA, in front of LA County Board of Supervisors)

Together, we can create a seachange in the moral fabric of this County. Are you able to join us?
Meanwhile, there is so much more going on in the life of CLUE, and this newsletter touches on several parts: Summer fellows creating change all over the
County (and expansion into Orange County as well!), growing support for the Unaccompanied Minors in Los Angeles, multiple actions to support the grocery
workers at El Super Stores, several upcoming CLUE committee meetings all over the county...and breakthrough moments in several campaigns that we cannot
share via email!
I feel honored to serve as Executive Director of this amazing organization, committed to the highest aspirations of every faith tradition's universal ideals and the
belief that human spirit can transcend the limits placed upon it by forces of greed and arrogance. Ours is the good fight!

Yours in Spirit,

Ziegler Young Religious Leaders Fellowship

The Ziegler fellows have begun their summer internships and are involved in a wide range of projects including expansions into Pasadena, Orange County, Long
Beach, and are also assisting in the Carwash, Black Jewish Justice Alliance, and El Super campaigns. Please check out their bios on CLUE's 2015 YRLF page.
If you haven't heard from them yet, you will soon as they reach out to learn from you and invite you to join them in their quest for justice.
As always ongoing gratitude to Ms. Ruth Ziegler for her support and belief in the education and training of the next generation of young religious leaders.

Unaccompanied Minors

Crossing the Guatemalan/Mexico Border
CLUE Organizer Guillermo Torres has just returned from a trip to the Mexican/Guatemalan border to understand the plight of unaccompanied minors and
refugees crossing the border. Sarah Shin our summer communications fellow interviewed him upon his return. The purpose of the trip was to verify whether the
reports of grotesque human rights violations, extreme gang violence, crushing poverty, militarization of popular routes that connected Mexico to Central America,
and severe neglect of Central American refugees coming into Mexico were true.
Guillermo Torres was asked whether or not the reports that he had heard were true, he responded with:
All the stuff that we saw and we heard were verified. It has verified the reasons why the [migrant] children we are helping in Los Angeles came. It was the fact.
It’s true. They are not coming here to take advantage of the system. They are not coming here for the DACA. They’re actually coming here, fleeing extreme,
extreme violence from their county and the possibility of death.
CLUE’s presence and participation with allies included, but were not limited to, having a press conference at the river crossing between Mexico and Guatemala,
the beginning of the route through Chiapas, to let the media know that CLUE and its collaborators were there in solidarity with the migrants and that it is the
human right of migrants to be granted refugee status and to be able to apply for asylum. Following the press conference, CLUE and allies were able to visit
several refugee homes, one of them being the Todo Por Ellos Shelter hosted by activist Ramón who provides services to refugees as well as advocates against
the Mexican government for not doing enough.
Of the trip, Torres states:
It gives us a better view of what that policy is and how we can advocate to change that policy. To make sure that it’s humane and to make sure they do not put
any barriers against children and mothers who are seeking refuge.
Currently, there is an appropriations bill being debated. The bill is more focused on enforcing the borders of the United States, which has now extended from
Mexico to Central America. It is now time for CLUE and its partners to address our congressional leaders and stress that there must be human rights conditions
attached and that all refugees should be able to apply for asylum. CLUE also wants to urge Mexico to grant migrants immigrant status so that these people will

not be exploited and are able to work. Along with these major tasks, CLUE will continue to work to end the detention of migrant women and children, while
standing in solidarity with migrants as well as those who are assisting migrants and refugees.
Here is footage by National TV Correspondent Rosie Orbach, who accompanied the delegation
If you’re interested in having a discussion about the unaccompanied migrants in your congregation or would like to get involved, please contact Guillermo
Torres or (323) 2282753.

El Super Workers

The 2015 El Super Mobilization, which united various community and social justice organizations to travel to 40 El Super markets to delegate, share the stories
of former and current workers, outreach to the community, picket, and rally was a success!
CLUELA’s organizers, interns, and clergy had the fortune of being a part of this momentous action and to stand by the workers who courageously challenged
and spoke out against the injustices that were being done to them and their fellow comrades. El Super must be held accountable for their unjust labor and food
practices, and this action has gotten us one step closer to making sure that they do.

Upcoming CLUE Committee Meetings
7/23 LAX/Inglewood Committee 9am 11am. Contact Guillermo for more info.
7/23 Long Beach Committee 12pm 1:30pm. Contact Nina for more info.
7/29 Downtown LA Committee 10am12pm. Contact Chennah for more info.
8/4 ORANGE COUNTY CLUE COMMITTEE (INAUGURAL!) 9:30am in Santa Ana. Contact Karina for more info.
8/5 Black/Jewish Justice Alliance Committee 10am. Contact Shanel for more info.
8/11 Santa Monica Committee 9:30am. Contact Gabriela for more info.
8/11 San Fernando Committee 10am. Contact Angie for more info.
8/12 Pasadena Committee 10am. Contact Robert for more info.

Rabbi Jonathan Klein, CLUE
http://www.cluejustice.org/

CLUE: Building a Just and Sacred Society · 464 Lucas Ave, Suite 202, Los Angeles, CA 90017, United States
This email was sent to erhea@cluejustice.org. To stop receiving emails, click here.
You can also keep up with Rabbi Jonathan Klein, CLUE on Twitter.

Created with NationBuilder, software for leaders.

