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keynote speakers 

RICK BERNHARDT, FAICP, CNU�A 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, METROPOLITAN NASHVILLE-    

DAVIDSON COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

Rick’s practice has focused on creating sustain-

able communities, neighborhoods, and places 

through the use of traditional planning and de-

sign principles. Rick is currently overseeing the 

development of NashvilleNext, to guide commu-

nity development for the next 25 years. 

In his current position, he instituted the Commu-

nity Character Manual as a template for form-

based community planning. This manual inte-

grates land use and transportation planning. He 

has also led in the adoption of over 30 form-based codes to achieve each com-

munity’s vision. 

Rick directed the firm EDAW’s Town Planning Studio. As Planning and Develop-

ment Director for the City of Orlando, he developed community–wide master 

plans, unified land development codes, and assisted in the development of the 

initial version of what became the Smart Code. He served on the board of the 

Form Based Codes Institute and chaired the Planners Task Force for the Con-

gress of the New Urbanism.  He was also an original signer of the Charter of 

the New Urbanism. 

For his work in Orlando with the Southeast Orlando Sector Plan and Baldwin 

Park, the Congress for the New Urbanism granted him the first Catherine 

Brown Award. He also received the Groves Award for outstanding leadership 

and vision by a public official in the promotion of Transect-based planning, 

given jointly by the Transect Codes Council and CNU. 

Rick obtained degrees from Auburn University and The Ohio State University, 

where he received the Distinguished Alumni Award. 



keynote speakers 

ANDRES DUANY, FAIA, CNU CO�FOUNDER  

Andrés Duany is an architect whose work focuses 

on town and regional planning. He and his wife, 

Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk, founded their practice in 

1980 when designing the town of Seaside, Flori-

da, beginning a national debate on alternatives to 

suburban sprawl. 

 

Since then, their planning practice, Duany Plater-

Zyberk & Company ("DPZ"), has developed over 

200 plans for neighborhoods, towns, and cities, 

including Kentlands in Maryland and Hannibal 

Square in Winter Park.  Having pioneered the 

practice, DPZ has particular expertise writing 

form-based zoning codes, including the new code 

governing the City of Miami.  DPZ is dedicated to both practice and research.  

 

Andrés and Elizabeth were founding members of the Congress for the New 

Urbanism. They teach at the University of Miami, where Elizabeth served as 

Dean of the School of Architecture.  Andrés has worked as visiting professor at 

many other institutions, including the Harvard Graduate School of Design.  

Along with a Bachelors in Architecture from Princeton, a Masters in Architectu-

re from Yale, and study at the Ecole des Beaux Arts, Andrés has received four 

honorary doctorates, including from the University of Pennsylvania as well as 

the Driehaus Prize, the Scully Prize, the Thomas Jefferson Memorial Medal, 

and the Brandeis Medal. 

 

Andrés has co-authored five books: Suburban Nation, The New Civic Art, The 

Smart Growth Manual, Garden Cities, and Landscape Urbanism and its Discon-

tents. 



tours 

MORNING WALK TOUR #1: The Creative City                                  
( Thurs 8 am—9:30 am) 
Meet Location: SunTrust Center Lobby, 200 South Orange Avenue, Orlando, FL 32801  

     Tour Orlando’s newest co-working space, Canvs, and catch the vision for the Future 

Creative Village district with a view from the top of Orlando’s skyline with Brooke 

Myers of the Creative Village and co-chair of Project DTO.  $20 ($10 for students) 

Tour Guides:  Brooke Meyers, President, Emerge Real Estate Ventures, LLC; 

Aaron Gray, Vice President, JLL Brokerage Inc.; Necole Pynn, Managing Director, Canvs  

 

MORNING WALK TOUR #2: The Revival of Thornton Park         
( Thurs 8 am—9:30 am) 
Meet Location: Intersection of E Washington St and N Hyer Ave, Orlando, FL 32801 

     Find out how Thornton Park went from the place to avoid to the premiere address 

in town. From the revival of Washington Street’s historic business district to the recent 

construction of a 16 story condo building with a Publix. $20 ($10 for students) 

Tour Guides: Bob Ansley, President, Orlando Neighborhood Improvement Corporation;  

Douglas Metzger, Planner III, City of Orlando  

 

EVENING WALK TOUR: Public Art and Public Space                          
( Thurs 6:15 pm—8:00 pm) 
Meet Location:  Corner of South St and Orange Ave (across from City Hall),  Orlando, FL   

     Tour the outdoor public space associated with the new Performing Arts Center with 

the lead designer, Chad Cowart, and the See Art Orlando project led by Terry Olson, 

Orange County Arts & Culture.  $20 ($10 for students)  

Tour Guides:  Terry Olson, Director of Arts & Cultural Affairs, Orange County; 

Chad Cowart, Principal, WCC Design  

 

FRIDAY BIKE TOUR: Baldwin Park and Winter Park  
( Friday 1:00 pm—4:30 pm) 

Meet Location: Rollins College Bush Auditorium, 1000 Holt Ave, Winter Park FL 32789  

     Take a bicycle tour that includes the infill New Urbanism of Hannibal Square, Winter 

Park’s picturesque lakeside neighborhoods, and Baldwin Park, one of the nation’s pre-

miere, large traditional neighborhood developments. Tour will include a stop for lunch 

(separate checks). Bicycles provided by Orlando Bike Share. $30 ($15 for students)  

Tour Guides:  Richard Geller, Attorney, Fishback Dominick; Bruce Stephenson, Profes-

sor, Rollins College  



local arts & culture  

* indicates a  “Third Thursday Venue”,  February 19th 
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John Nolen (1869-1937) was the first American to identify 

himself exclusively as a town and city planner. In 1903, at 

the age of thirty-four, he enrolled in the new Harvard Uni-

versity program in landscape architecture, studying under 

Frederick Law Olmsted Jr. and Arthur Shurcliff. Two years 

later, he opened his own office in Harvard Square. Over 

the course of his career, Nolen and his firm completed 

more than four hundred projects, including comprehensive 

plans for more than twenty-five cities, across the United 

States. Like other progressive reformers of his era, Nolen 

looked to Europe for models to structure the rapid urbani-

zation defining modern life into more efficient and livable 

form. His books, including New Towns for Old: Achievements in Civic Improvement in 

Some American Small Towns and Neighborhoods, promoted the new practice of city 

planning and were widely influential. In this insightful biography, R. Bruce Stephenson 

analyzes the details of Nolen's many experiments, illuminating the planning principles 

he used in laying out communities from Mariemont, Ohio, to Venice, Florida. Stephen-

son concludes by discussing the potential of Nolen's work as a model of a sustainable 

vision relevant to American civic culture today. 

John Nolen, Landscape Architect and City Planner, by R. Bruce Stephenson 



 
The John Nolen Award 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The John Nolen medal is given to a meritorious individual or organization that has 

made significant contributions to the advancement of New Urbanist principles in the 

State of Florida. This major award provides the opportunity to recognize an out-

standing body of work that upholds examples of performance and achievement to 

which all new Urbanists may aspire. 

 

Sculpted by artist Roberto Santo and cast in bronze, the medal features the likeness of 

John Nolen. Nolen, the pioneering town planner during the early 20th century, whose 

work is still visible in some contemporary Florida towns, referred to the Sunshine State 

as a “laboratory for town and city building” and advocated settlements that showcase 

"the beauty of human work." 

 

The award is based on five benchmarks:   
 

Innovation � Transferability � Quality  
Implementation � Comprehensiveness 

awards 

 

PAST RECIPIENTS 
 

 2014   City of Delray Beach 

 2013   William “Bill” Spikowski 

 2012   Duany, Plater-Zyberk & Company 

 2012, Posthumously Robert “Bob” B. Kramer (1944-2011) 

 2011   Donald Martin 

 2010   Dover, Kohl & Partners 

 2008   Walter Kulash 

 2007   University of Miami, School of Architecture 

 2006   Robert & Daryl Davis 

 2005   Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council 





 
  

Board of Directors  

Chair Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk 

Vice-Chair David Brain 

Treasurer Anthea Gianniotes 

Secretary Debra Hempel 

Board Member Emeritus Michael Busha 

Board Member Emeritus Marcela Camblor 

Board Member Emeritus Robert Davis 

Board Member Emeritus Victor Dover 

Board Member Emeritus Andres Duany 

Board Member Emeritus Jim Murley 

  

Regional Representatives  

Gainesville Thomas Hawkins 

South Florida Charles Bohl 

Naples/Sarasota David Brain 

Tampa Steve Schukraft 

Naples Bill Spikowski 

Orlando Eliza Harris 

Northeast Florida/JAX Doris Goldstein 

Tallahassee Michael Gene Peters 

Treasure Coast Anthea Gianniotes 

  

Committee Chairs  

Public Policy Billy Hattaway 

Student Support Bruce Stephenson 

Legal Council Sam Poole & Frank Caplan 

Executive Secretary Jean Scott 

CNU Florida Officers 

Join CNU Florida � CNU’s First Chapter! 

CNU Membership Contact: 

Juantiki Jones, Membership Assistant  

Email: jjones@cnu.org 

Phone 321.551.7300 x19 

For more info, visit: www.cnuflorida.org 



Pedestrian passage, Baldwin Park 
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