Unity Statement of Principles
Solutions to the Undue Influence of Money in Politics

Democracy requires a commitment to self-government passed from one generation to the next. We
recognize our obligation to preserve our representative democracy as our way of resolving reasonable
disagreements on public policy. Like generations before us, we come together as citizens setting aside policy
differences and uniting to preserve our democracy, so that government of the people, by the people, and for
the people shall not perish from this Earth. We stand united in support of a comprehensive set of public
policies that recognizes the people as the ultimate check on the corrosive influence of money in politics that
is eroding the very foundation of self-government. This Unity Statement of Principles reflects policies already
working in many parts of the country to strengthen democracy.

1.

Everyone participates

In a democracy, everyone should have a voice in the decisions affecting their lives. Our system of
funding elections should not privilege any particular interest, nor suppress the voices of others. We
need to provide incentives that encourage the active participation of small donors in our elections
so candidates are accountable to, and dependent on, the people, not moneyed interests.

Everyone’s voice is heard

Our democracy is based on the principle of one person, one vote—not one dollar, one vote. From
equal access to the ballot box to the right not to be silenced by big money, democracy requires we
recognize each other as equals in the political process. When elected representatives only hear the
policy preferences of the very rich it distorts government's responsiveness to the people. We need
limits on using money in politics so our democracy doesn't just respond to wealthy and corporate
interests but responds to the needs of the people.

Everyone knows

Voters have the right to know who is trying to influence our views and gain improper influence over
our representatives. We need effective disclosure requirements for the use of money at all levels of
government because transparency is a foundation for accountability.

Everyone plays by common sense rules

Access to and influence over our elected representatives should not be determined by the size of
your wallet. We must overturn the effects of cases like Citizens United v. FEC and McCutcheon v.
FEC and reclaim our Constitution to empower people to adopt common sense rules to stop the
improper influence of big money on our government.

Everyone is held accountable

We need a fair and accessible elections system so our elected officials will be responsive and
accountable to the people. This requires the FEC, IRS, SEC, FCC, and state agencies to enforce our
laws so those who break them face real consequences that deter bad behavior.
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