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NH Reformers Hold ‘Democracy for All’ Rally as U.S. Senate
Debates Constitutional Amendment to Curb Big Money in Politics
Citizens Urge Senator Ayotte to Back Constitutional Amendment to
Overturn Citizens United Supreme Court Ruling in Historic Vote This Week

NASHUA, NH: On Thursday, September 11, fifteen concerned citizens delivered 12,000
petition signatures from New Hampshire residents to U.S. Senator Kelly Ayotte’s Nashua office
asking her to back a constitutional amendment to curb the flood of private money in politics.
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The rally came as the U.S. Senate this week considers the “Democracy for All” amendment
(S.J. Res. 19), which would restore the ability of Congress and the states to enact
commonsense limits on election spending. Fifty-four New Hampshire towns have expressed
support for a constitutional amendment.
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“We are here to respectfully ask Senator Ayotte to join the other members of New Hampshire’s
congressional delegation and follow the lead of 54 NH towns – not to mention the vast
majority of her constituents – in voting to end the corrupt system of corporate and union
funding of elections,” said Daniel Weeks, Executive Director of Open Democracy. “Like our
founder, Doris ‘Granny D’ Haddock, we truly believe that when money is speech, speech is no
longer free for all Americans.”
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The amendment is in response to U.S. Supreme Court rulings in Citizens United v. Federal
Election Commission (FEC) and McCutcheon v. FEC. In Citizens United, the court gave
corporations the green light to spend unlimited sums to influence elections. As a result,
spending by outside groups – those not affiliated with campaigns – skyrocketed, and the voices
of voters have increasingly been drowned out by special interests. In McCutcheon, the court
struck down the aggregate campaign spending limits, allowing the super-wealthy to contribute
millions of dollars directly to candidates, political parties and joint fundraising committees.
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Polls show that voters across party lines overwhelmingly oppose Citizens United and support a
constitutional amendment to curb the influence of money in politics. The Senate is scheduled
to take a historic vote on the amendment later this week.
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Dozens of organizations nationwide have collected more than 3 million signatures calling for
the rulings to be overturned and democracy to be restored to the people. Sixteen states,
approximately 550 cities and towns, more than 160 former and current members of Congress,
and President Barack Obama have indicated support for the amendment.

###

