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Re: Lush Store Locations in Saudi Arabia 

Dear Lush Cosmetics, 

You are well known for being a socially conscious business, and we appreciate your commitment 
to supporting the environment, animal rights, equality for Palestinians, and much more. Because of 
your demonstrated commitment to social justice, we were surprised to learn that you operate two 
stores in Saudi Arabia, a nation ruled by a repressive regime, which is responsible for some of the 
worst human rights violations in the world.  

Women in Saudi Arabia live under an oppressive male guardianship system where, in order to 
participate in key life events like traveling, studying, obtaining a passport, or even getting married, 
they must first obtain permission from a male relative. Though Saudi women finally won the right to 
drive, the activists who campaigned for that right have been arrested and are being subjected to 
severe abuse in Saudi prisons which includes beatings, waterboarding, electroshock, sexual 
harassment. Punishing activists who dare question the regime’s absolute power is commonplace in 
Saudi Arabia, where advocates for democracy are routinely subjected to public executions and 
beheadings.  

The Saudi government is also currently engaged in a war on Yemen, which, according to the 
United Nations, has led to one of the worst humanitarian crises on earth. Famine is so severe in 
Yemen that since 2015, 85,000 children under the age of five have died from war-related 
malnutrition.  

It was also revealed earlier this year that Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MbS) was 
responsible for the grotesque murder of Washington Post journalist Jamal Khashoggi whose body 
dissolved in a vat of acid. 

We at CODEPINK believe it is important to divest from Saudi Arabia to avoid complicity in the 
country’s horrible crimes against women, journalists, and dissidents, and along with innocent 
Yemeni children.  We ask you to join us in our campaign to boycott the Saudi regime by closing 
your stores in that country. This is an opportunity to advocate for human rights on a global scale, 
and we can’t think of a better company to stop Saudi crimes than Lush Cosmetics. 

Towards Peace, 
CODEPINK 


