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Citizens’ Opinion Survey 

The Colorado Election Study Group (CESG) seeks to better understand the values and 

viewpoints of all Colorado citizens – Republican, Democrat, minor party or Unaffiliated 

-- on the following election-related question: 

Should Colorado change its current laws with regard to the requirements 

placed on political parties regarding how they select the party’s candidates for 

public office?   

The question is a broad one because of the broad range of issues raised by proposed 

legislation and several November ballot initiative measures, which if enacted, would 

change current state laws on many aspects of party primaries and caucuses.  

To achieve a better understanding of public views on how political parties should select 

their candidates, we are conducting several public meetings to solicit citizens’ 

recommendations. Recognizing that the time allotted for citizens’ presentations at 

these public meetings must necessarily be limited, we are asking citizens participating 

in the public meetings to fill out this survey questionnaire to augment the information 

available through the public testimony. 

Please answer each question and please be as succinct as possible in any additional 

comments provided. 

For clarity, the opinion survey is organized into five segments--four main subjects and 

then an invitation for other comments and recommendations.  The four public policy 

topic areas are — presidential primary options; changes in state and local office 

primaries; the role of Unaffiliated (“independent”) voters; and the role of the party 

caucus system.  

Thank you for your participation and your thoughtful recommendations! 

 

 

 



REGISTRATION 

Name (Print)_________________________________________Telephone________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________City___________________ZIP________ 

County _____________________________________________Email____________________________ 

Political Party Affiliation (if any): ___ Democrat   ___ Republican 
___ Green   ___ American Constitution 
___ Libertarian   Other _________________ 

    ___ Unaffiliated   ___ Not registered to vote 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

A. SHOULD COLORADO RE-ESTABLISH A PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY IN 2020? 
 

1.  Do you favor re-establishing a presidential primary in Colorado beginning in 2020? 
     ___Yes ___No ___Undecided 

 

2. If yes, what kind of presidential primary do you prefer?  

___ (a) A “Closed” primary where only party members can vote. 
___ (b) A “Semi-Open” primary open to Unaffiliated voters? 
___ (c) An “Open” primary where any registered voter may vote in any party 

primary regardless of party affiliation 
___ (d) Other:________________________________________________ 

 

3. If a presidential primary is established, should it be a separate primary in March or held in 
conjunction with the existing state primary in June? 

     ___ March ___ June Other:______________________ 
 

4. Should a political party be able to opt-out of a presidential primary by vote of its state central 
committee if the decision is made at least 6 months in advance of the primary date?  

 

     ___ Yes  ___ No  ___ Undecided 
 

5. Should the presidential primary be held before or after the date of a political party’s precinct 
caucuses, which under current law can be held as early as the first Tuesday in February? 

     ___ After ___ Before  ___ Undecided 
 

6. Should minor political parties (besides the two major parties, Republican and Democrat) be 
included in a presidential primary if Colorado re-establishes one in 2020?   

___ Yes  ___ No  ___ Undecided  
 

B. ROLE OF UNAFFILIATED VOTERS IN A PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION 
 

7. Should a presidential primary allow a signed declaration of “Temporary Affiliation” with a political 
party by an Unaffiliated voter for the sole purpose of giving that voter a voice in the selection of 
that party’s PRESIDENTIAL candidate?  

     __ Yes  ___No  ___ Undecided 
 

8. Current law allows an Unaffiliated voter to vote in a party primary only after re-registering as a 
member of that political party.  Should that same rule apply in a presidential primary?  

___ Yes  ___ No  ___ Undecided 
 

     (Over) 



C. THE STATE & LOCAL OFFICES PRIMARY (June) 
 

9. Should the Republican, Democrat, and other party primaries held for state and local offices be open 
to voters who have declined to affiliate with a political party-- about 35% of registered voters-- as 
proposed by HB16-1454 during the 2016 legislative session? 
         

___ Yes  ___ No  ___ Undecided 
 

10. Should the primary for state offices be held on a separate date from any presidential primary?  
    ___ Yes  ___ No  ___ Undecided 

 

D. POLITICAL PARTY CAUCUSES 
 

11. Did you attend your party’s precinct caucus on March 1, 2016?  
___ Yes  ___ No  ___N/A 

 

12. Generally speaking, do you think Colorado’s caucus system is serving Colorado’s voters and political 
parties well?    ___ Yes  ___ No  ___ Undecided 

 

13. If “no,” then tell us what specifically needs to be changed or improved?  
   ___More Publicity    ___Reinstate Straw Poll    ___Move to Saturday      ___ Too time-consuming 
 

  Other:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

14. On the whole, is the caucus system open and fair, or does it favor “Insiders”?  
___ Open  ___ Favors Insiders ___ Undecided 

 

15. Should political party organizations make greater efforts to publicize and promote expanded voter 
participation in the party’s precinct caucuses? 

___ Yes  ___ No  ___ Undecided 
 

16. Should Colorado preserve the party caucus system even if a presidential primary is established for 
apportioning delegates to the party’s national convention? 
 

___ Yes  ___ No  ___ Undecided 
 

 

**************************************** 
 

Do you have any other recommendations on the above topics or election integrity issues?  Please be 
specific and as succinct as possible. You may send your comments as an attachment but if you do, 
please limit it to 300 words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Signed_____________________________________ Date ______________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Return to: 

    CESG, Senate Republican Caucus, Room 266, State Capitol, 200 East Colfax Avenue, Denver, CO 80203 


