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Mission Statement  

Asian Columbia Alumni Association 
is a non-profit organization bringing 
together the global Asian Columbia 
community to collectively support, 
develop and promote common in-
terests and experiences.  

Asian Columbia Alumni Association     
20th Anniversary Gala 
 
Dear Esteemed Alumni, Friends, Supporters, and Administra-
tors,  

On April 30th, Asian Columbia Alumni Association (ACAA) 
celebrated its 20th anniversary in Low Memorial Library Rotun-
da with more than 200 attendees, reflecting on its legendary past 
and re-energizing the next twenty years. We introduced keynote 
speakers Victor Cha and Sreenath Sreenivasan, awarded alumni 
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with great achievements, and enjoyed vibrant student performances. Here are some high-
lights of the gala from ACAA members:  

This is a milestone we achieved, and we have a lot more to look forward to in the next 20 
years. It is the A teamwork with a common vision. It is all about you, supporters, donors, 
members in the ACAA family. Let’s march together for the next 20 years to build a global 
Asian Columbia Alumni community.                                 —Yiting Shen, ’01SEAS, ’02SEAS 

The gala is like a button that we pressed to reset the range of service that ACAA could deliv-
er to its member and reset the outlook of the next 20 years. I am glad and pleased to be part 
of this process of building a truly “global” Asian Columbia Community, and I hope that you 
could join us, and become part of the process, too.                               —Mable Jiang, ’15CC    

ACAA’s mission is to be an organization of the global Asian Columbia community, who col-
lectively support, develop and promote common interests and experiences. ACAA led the 
establishment of the Singapore Club in 1997. Today, we embrace a diverse alumni communi-
ty including alumni from South Asia, South-East Asia, East Asia, and the Pacific Islands. We 
are proud that along with regional diversity, the organization invites alumni from across Co-
lumbia, spanning all schools of the University. Looking forward, ACAA will continue to 
promote Columbia pride and spirit. We aim to increase our international and domestic 
membership. We will build an even stronger network of alumni, friends and partners, while 
developing an Asian collective voice to influence the university and Asian-related issues.  

ACAA has been diligently grooming and promoting role models, and has served as a gate-
way and platform for recognizing outstanding Asian alumni. Such prominent alumni include 
Savio Tung ’73SEAS University Trustee Emeritus and former ACAA board member; Con-
rad Lung ’72CC, ACAA’s first President, who was honored with the John Jay Award in 2002 
and Alexander Hamilton Award in 2009; and Chester Lee ’70SEAS, ’74BUS who received 
the 2004 Alumni Mentor of the Year Award from the Alumni of Color Outreach Program 
(ACOP). Five University Alumni Medalists are among the past and present ACAA board 
members: Savio Tung ’73SEAS in 2002, Conrad Lung ’72CC in 2004, Edward Lau ’73BUS 
in 2006, Chester Lee ’70SEAS, ’74BUS in 2008, Mozelle Thomson ’76CC, ’79SIPA, ’81LAW 
in 2016. ACAA also raised funds to support nineteen ACAA scholars to further their educa-
tion.  

Heartfelt congratulations to all the awardees of Alumni Achievement, Asian Heritage, Co-
lumbia Impact, and the Rising Lions of Columbia during this historical 20th anniversary oc-
casion. Thank you for your vision, advocacy, generous counsel, altruistic fellowship, pioneer-
ing community building, distinguished services to Columbia University and the world. We 
hope that you will join and support us in what promises to be an exciting future.  

Once again, welcome! Let’s build the ACAA’s future together! 

Yiting Shen ’01SEAS, ’02SEAS 
President, Asian Columbia Alumni Association 

                           On behalf of the 20th Anniversary Gala Committee & the ACAA Board and Advisors  
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Chester Lee ‘70SEAS, '74BUS, Reflects on the History of ACAA 

As one of the founders of ACAA, 20 years 
ago, I would like to go back in time to the 
beginnings of ACAA, as a starting point to 
look at its organizational accomplishments 
and vision for the future, as well as affirm the 
value of remaining connected with Columbia 
and with each other as alumni.  
 
I graduated from The Fu Foundation School 
of Engineering and Applied Science (SEAS) 
in 1970 and the Columbia Business School in 
1974. It should be noted that for 20 years, up 
to 1995, I hardly stepped foot on the Colum-
bia campus even though I lived and worked in 
New York City after graduation. That’s be-
cause Columbia did not reach out to its 
broader alumni base during that entire time 
and I was never invited to any Columbia 
alumni activities on campus! 
 
In 1995, the University Office of Develop-
ment and Alumni Affairs gave me a call out of 
the blue and asked if I would join nine other 
alumni to discuss if there was any interest in 
forming an Asian alumni organization, which 
would include alumni from all schools of the University. At that time this was a very intriguing idea 
as Columbia had done very little to reach out to Asian alumni as an interest group. Among that small 
group, most of whom I did not know at the time, were Conrad Lung, '72CC, who became an im-
portant benefactor of the university and Savio Tung '73SEAS, who was eventually elected as a uni-
versity trustee for two terms.  
 
We each chipped in $200 to cover initial organizational expenses and planned our first event at Asia 
Society, featuring a talk by Professor Andrew Nathan, which drew 300 people to the event. You can 
say the rest was history, as we demonstrated that there was indeed an important role for an organiza-
tion such as ACAA to play in reconnecting Asian alumni to Columbia. Over the course of the last 
20 years, many of ACAA's significant initiatives have become part of the fabric and mosaic of Uni-
versity life. 
 
ACAA’s cocktail reception and black-tie gala in Low Library on April 30 aimed to celebrate its rich 
history and to honor the leaders who helped build ACAA over the past 20 years. The evening was 
hosted by Sreenivasan. We honored and celebrated some of our members, including Victor 
Cha, ’83CC, ’88SIPA, ’92GSAS, ’93SIPA, ’94GSAS, who received the Alumni Achievement Award, 
Professor C. K. Chu, who received the Columbia Impact Award, and many others.  
 

Chester Lee '70SEAS, '74BUS

http://acaa.alumni.columbia.edu/history
http://acaa.alumni.columbia.edu/victor_cha_featured_at_the_acaa_20th_anniversary_gala
http://acaa.alumni.columbia.edu/victor_cha_featured_at_the_acaa_20th_anniversary_gala
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A Night of Celebration and Congratulation  
 
In celebration of ACAA’s 20th Anniversary and the many individuals who have contributed over the 
past 20 years, we were proud to present the following awardees and acknowledge promising future 
leaders: ACAA Alumni Achievement Awardee Victor Cha, Columbia Impact Awardee Dr. C.K. 
Chu, Rising Lion Awardees Michelle Lee and Ramis Wadood, and ACAA Heritage Awardees.  
 
 
ACAA 2016 Columbia Achievement Awardee and 20th Anniversary 
Keynote Speaker: Victor Cha   

Victor Cha is a senior adviser and the inaugural holder of the Korea 
Chair at the Center for Strategic & International Studies. He is also di-
rector of Asian studies and holds the D.S. Song-KF Chair in the De-
partment of Government and School of Foreign Service at Georgetown 
University. From 2004 to 2007, he served as director for Asian affairs at 
the White House on the National Security Council (NSC), where he was 
responsible primarily for Japan, the Korean peninsula, Australia/New 
Zealand, and Pacific Island nation affairs. Dr. Cha was also the deputy 
head of delegation for the United States at the Six-Party Talks in Beijing 
and received two Outstanding Service Commendations during his tenure 
at the NSC. He is the award-winning author of multiple books including 
Alignment Despite Antagonism: The United States-Korea-Japan Security 
Triangle (Stanford University Press, 1999), winner of the 2000 Ohira 
Book Prize; and The Impossible State: North Korea, Past and Future 
(Ecco, 2012), selected by Foreign Affairs magazine as a 2012 “Best Book on Asia and the Pacific.” 
His next book is Powerplay: Origins of the American Alliance System in Asia (Princeton University 
Press, forthcoming). He has written articles on international relations and East Asia in journals in-
cluding Foreign Affairs, International Security, Political Science Quarterly, Survival, International 
Studies Quarterly, and Asian Survey.  

Dr. Cha is a former John M. Olin National Security Fellow at Harvard University, a two-time Ful-
bright Scholar, and a Hoover National Fellow, CISAC Fellow, and William J. Perry Fellow at Stan-
ford University. He holds Georgetown University’s Dean’s Teaching Award for 2010 and the Dis-
tinguished Research Award for 2011. He serves as an independent consultant and has testified be-
fore Congress on Asian security issues. He media including CNN, ABC Nightline, NBC Today 
Show, CBS Morning Show, Fox News, MSNBC, CNBC, BBC, ESPN, Sports Illustrated, and Na-
tional Public Radio. He has a cameo role (as himself) in the upcoming action film “Red Dawn” 
(Contrafilm, MGM, Vincent Newman Entertainment). Dr. Cha holds a B.A., an M.I.A., a 
Weatherhead East Asian Institute Certificate, an M.Phil and a Ph.D. from Columbia University, as 
well as an M.A. from Oxford University.  

 

 

 

Michelle Lee  
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Columbia Impact Awardee: Dr. C.K. Chu 

A pioneer in the fields of computational fluid dynamics and computational 
magnetohydrodynamics, Dr. C.K. Chu is also the architect and founder     
of Columbia’s Applied Mathematics Program. A Faculty Emeritus of Fu 
Foundation School of Engineering and Applied Science’s Applied Mathe-
matics program, Professor Chu has undoubtedly made a timeless contribu-
tion to Columbia University and its Engineering School.  

Dr. Chu has collaborated with the NASA Goddard Institute for Space Stud-
ies on computational studies of global ocean irculation. He has received 
such noted distinctions as the John Simon Guggenheim Foundation Fellow-
ship, the Columbia University Great Teacher Award, and the Columbia University Honorary Doctor 
of Science Degree. He holds a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from Chiao-Tung University and a 
Ph.D. in Mathematics from NYU’s Courant Institute. Dr. Chu received an Honorary Doctor of Sci-
ence degree from the Fu Foundation School of Engineering and Applied Science in 2006.Lion 
Awardees  

Rising Lion Awardees: Michelle Lee and Ramis Wadood 

Michelle Lee is a graduating senior studying Applied Mathematics and minoring 
in Entrepreneurship and Innovation. During her four years at Columbia, 
Michelle pursued various activities ranging from performing arts to service, in-
cluding Engineering Student Council, Korean Students Association, Voltage Per-
cussion Ensemble, and Camp Kesem Columbia, a non-profit that organizes a 
one-week camp for children whose parents have been affected by cancer. This 
July, Michelle will be working at AppNexus as a part of their Global Services Ro-
tational Program, and she is very excited to apply her analytical skills in the real 

world!  

Ramis Wadood is a senior in Columbia College studying Political Science and An-
thropology. On campus, he serves as a University Senator and the Vice-Chair of 
the Student Affairs Committee. During his tenure, he has worked on issues of 
mental health, diversity, and community service. Ramis is also an active member 
of Columbia's Muslim community and produces hip-hop music in his free time. 
Ramis is proudly from Detroit, Michigan, where he hopes to return in the future. 
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ACAA Heritage Awardees 

William Chan ’86CC  
Suprio Chaudhuri ’86CC  
Jean S. Chin ’76BC’83LAW 
Elayne Garrett ’64BC 
Camilla Hsiung ’89BC’07TC 
Judy Kim ’87CC  
Al Lau ’71SEAS, ’74BUS 
Chester Lee ’70 SEAS’74BUS 

Chester P. Lee ’79CC 
James S. Lee ’73SEAS 
Pauline Lem ’96BC 
Henry Luk ’73CC’74BUS 
Conrad Lung ’72CC 
Gary Okihiro 
Jackie Quan ’93CC 
Ponisseril Somasundaran 

Yuji Sugimoto ’76CC 
Savio Tung ’73 SEAS 
Anthony Wong ’93 SEAS 
Eugene Wong ’74BUS 
Tiffany Woo ’87BC 
Dana Wu ’91CC, ’92SIPA 
Patrick Yau ’73BU

 

Congratulations to all the awardees and their marvelous achievements!  
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ACAA 20th Anniversary Gala Host: Sree Sreenivasan 

 

We were delighted to have Sree Sreenivasan (JRN ’93) as the gala host, who is currently the Chief 
Digital Officer for the City of New York, where he works to promote access to City government 
through technology and support the city’s tech ecosystem. Sree was the ACAA welcome back recep-
tion speaker in October 2015 that impressed everyone. During Sree’s tenure as the Dean of Student 
Affairs of the Journalism School, he was much loved on campus. On April 30th evening, we had the 
opportunity to share his joy and wisdom under the great dome of the Low Rotunda. Sree surprising-
ly auctioned several private tours of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, and we were lucky to witness 
several generous supporters. 

Prior to his work at City Hall, Sreenivasan served for three years as the first Chief Digital Officer at 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, where he led a 70-person team to increase the museum’s digital 
presence. In October 2015, he was appointed by Mayor de Blasio to the Commission on Public In-
formation and Communication (COPIC), where he worked to increase access to, and education 
about, City information online. Before his work at the Met, he spent 20 years as a member of faculty 
of the Columbia Journalism School and a year as Columbia University's first Chief Digital Officer. 
He was a founding member and contributing editor at neighborhood news site DNAinfo. Through-
out his career, he has written for various publications, including the New York Times, and was a 
popular technology reporter on WABC-TV, WNBC-TV and WCBS-TV. 

An immigrant from India, Sreenivasan was born in Japan and lived in Bhutan, the former Soviet Un-
ion, New York City, Myanmar, India and Fiji before receiving a Bachelor’s degree in History from 
St. Stephen’s College in Delhi and receiving a Master’s degree in Journalism from Columbia Univer-
sity in 1993. He is a proud graduate of P.S. 6 in Manhattan and also attended St. Joseph’s of 
Yorkville. He and his wife, Roopa Unnikrishnan, a Rhodes Scholar and innovation consultant, live 
in Manhattan and are parents of twins who study in a NYC public school. 
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Celebrating Asian Culture: a Night of Grandiose Performance    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CU Harmony is Columbia University’s first traditional Chinese music ensemble. Their performance 
at the start of the gala created an inviting, fun, engaging gathering space for our gala guests. The mu-
sic was delicate, warm and touching. Columbia RAAS, on the other hand, provides an exuberance 
of passion and a burst of excitement to the guests during their dinner. No one was not affected by 
the enthusiasm and power of their dance. People at the gala looked forward to the next 20 years, 
through music and dance, and more importantly, through the optimism and festivity that the dance 
and music entailed.  
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A Special Thank You to Sponsors and Columbia Alumni Association     

Sponsors List 
Asian Columbia Alumni Association Board 
Robert Chiu ’71SEAS, P: ’01CC, ’04CC, ’06CC, Adria Chiu ‘01CC, 
Tamilia Chiu ’04CC & Korwin Chiu ’06CC 
Columbia Alumni Association 
Columbia College Alumni Association 
Columbia University Club of New York 
Mable Chuling Jiang ’15CC 
Alfonso Lau ’71SEAS, ’74BUS 
Chester Lee ’70SEAS, ’74BUS, P: ’06SEAS, Diane Lee and Douglas Lee ‘06SEAS 
Chester P. Lee ’79CC 
James S. Lee ’73SEAS 
Patrick Lin ’88SEAS 
Conrad Lung ’72CC, P: ’01SEAS, ’04CC, ’06SEAS, Yin Lung and Family 
Vikas Mittal ’00SEAS 
Jackie Quan ’93CC 
Romaster, Beijing 
The Shen Family 
Yiting Shen ’01SEAS, ’02SEAS 
Mozelle Thompson ’76CC, ’79SIPA, ’81LAW 
Anthony Wong ’93SEAS 
Tiffany Woo ’87BC 
Ying Yen ’95CC 
The ACAA Scholarship Recipients 
Raymond Yu 
 

ACAA is grateful for your support. 
 

Thank you for supporting the 20th Anniversary Gala and we sincerely hope that you will 
continue to engage with ACAA going forward and forged new connections in the ACAA 
community.  
 
We have a variety of student & alumni events this fall. To keep updated with future ACAA 
events, follow us on Facebook and sign up for the monthly newsletter at ACAA website.  
Don’t forget to check out more gala photos by scanning the QR codes on next page.  
 
We look forward to your future engagement with Asian Columbia Alumni Association!  
 

Asian Columbia Alumni Association Board  

https://www.facebook.com/AsianColumbiaAlumniAssociation/?fref=ts
http://acaa.alumni.columbia.edu/
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Upcoming ACAA Events 
 
October  

 ACAA Student & Alumni Welcome Back Reception   

          Wednesday, October 5, 2016 at 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 
          Columbia Alumni Center: 622 W 113th St, New York, New York 10027 
Event details:   
http://acaa.alumni.columbia.edu/acaa_2016_welcome_back_reception_20160926                    
 Nets v Celtics Games 

          Thursday, October 13, 2016 at 7:30 PM – 10:00 PM 
          Barclays Center: 620 Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn, New York 11217 
Event details: http://acaa.alumni.columbia.edu/nets_oct 
 
November  

 Diwali dinner  

Check out our Facebook Page for more information.  

December 

 Asian Ivy Happy Hour  

Check out our Facebook Page for more information.  

 Brooklyn Nets vs. Golden State Warriors game at Barclays Center  

Check out our Facebook Page for more information.  

Free ACAA Membership 
ACAA provides annual membership for alumni who wish to stay connected and in-
volved in the Asian Columbia communities. Your annual membership will expand 
your Columbia connections with fellow alumni, faculty, students, and your local 
community with minimum costs--enroll now for free membership through June 30 
2017 (savings of $50). Please sign up for the FREE ACAA Membership below: 
http://acaa.alumni.columbia.edu/become_an_acaa_member 
ACAA is also looking for volunteers. If you would like to volunteer with ACAA, visit:  
https://goo.gl/s5APnb 

https://www.facebook.com/events/calendar?adjusted_ts=1475650800&open_popup_on_init=1
https://www.facebook.com/events/calendar?adjusted_ts=1475650800&open_popup_on_init=1
https://www.facebook.com/AsianColumbiaAlumniAssociation/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/AsianColumbiaAlumniAssociation/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/AsianColumbiaAlumniAssociation/?fref=ts
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Asian Columbia Alumni Association Co-Chairs 

Yiting Shen ’01SEAS, ’02SEAS  
Ying Yen ’95CC 

William Chan ’86CC 
Camilla Hsiung ’89BC, ’07TC 
Mable Chuling Jiang ’15CC 

Lee-En Chung ’88SEAS 
Alfonso Lau ’71SEAS, ’74BUS  
Chester Lee ’70SEAS, ’74BUS 

Pauline Lem ’96BC 
Conrad Lung ’72CC 
Jackie Quan ’93CC 

Mozelle Thompson ’76CC, ’79SIPA, ’81LAW 
Anthony Wong ’93SEAS  

Tiffany Woo ’87BC 
Nick Yen ’91SEAS, ’92SEAS 

Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AsianColumbiaAlumniAssociation/ 
Connect with us on Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8431082 

Check out more information on ACAA website: http://acaa.alumni.columbia.edu/ 

 

 

  

20th Anniversary  
Gala Photo Album 

20th Anniversary  
Heritage Video 
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