
People’s Justice Project      

700 Bryden Rd Suite 129 � Columbus, OH 43215� Phone: 614-206-4531  
E-Mail: Aramis@ohorganizing.org  

Date: Monday September 19th 2016 

Dear Columbus City Council and Mayor Andrew Ginther: 
 
We’re here to demand justice for Henry Green and Ty’re King and to call on our city reprioritize and reinvest in 
programs that actually keep our communities safer.  The killing of Ty’re King is not an isolated incident. Mayor Ginther 
called Columbus the “safest big city in America.” Our question is, safe for whom? Columbus, like many cities across 
America is a tale of two cities. This city is not safe for black children or low-income families. We know as individuals, 
police officers want to go home safely to their families just like everyone else. Right now, they are getting bad orders and 
are operating in a system that is systemically biased, racist and violent.  
 
We are calling on Columbus to move from prisons and police to prevention and programs. We want to reinvest in the 
research-based practices that actually keep communities safe. Unless we change those priorities, Ty’re will not be the last 
child we lose. Columbus has continued to put big money interests over the interests of people in our communities, and it is 
time for a major shift in priorities.  
 
We will bring hundreds of people to watch City Council make their decision at the very beginning of the meeting on 
September 26th. 
 
We are asking Columbus City Council to make a public announcement with a commitment do the following:  

1. Turn the “Summer Safety Initiative” over to the community - reinvest the entire budget into the things that 
actually keep our community safe – community-based violence prevention strategies, trauma and recovery 
services, and youth programming. Metrics for success should be focused on the success of our youth and 
families, enrollment in programs, employment, and safer streets, NOT the number of arrests. 

2. The City of Columbus currently spends over $300 million on Columbus Police Department each year, we 
want to move toward a budget where at least 50% of policing budgets are invested in prevention, intervention 
and community controlled policing. 

3. The City of Columbus is asking for an additional $8.4 million dollars on the bond package for Police Facility 
improvements and $25 million dollars for substations. We want new funds brought in for the police to be put 
instead towards facilities for trauma recovery and healing services in neighborhoods hardest hit by violence.   

4. We want a collaborative agreement to work with us and other stakeholders on developing a reinvestment plan 
for these funds. We want the majority of the task force appointed by the community with criminal justice 
reform and violence prevention experts, directly affected community members and family members of victims 
of police involved shootings.   

5. We do not trust the police to investigate themselves. We want independent investigations and transparent 
prosecution for Henry Green, Ty’re King, and all future police involved shootings. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
People’s Justice Project 
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