
CALGARY ALLIANCE FOR THE COMMON GOOD

The Calgary Alliance for the Common Good 
organizes the power of our communities  
so that together we can shape a just and 
compassionate city. 

In divisive times, we need people who will work 

toward unity. People who can cross barriers.  

People who will fight for what is right and for the 

Common Good of all. People like the members  

of The Calgary Alliance for the Common Good. 



OUR MISSION
The Calgary Alliance for the Common Good’s mission is to:

•   Create a broad-based, shared organization that is as diverse as Calgary, 

building relationships among organizations and people from various 

community, ethnic, non-profit, labour, and religious groups. 

•   Strengthen our member organizations and their leaders, in order to  

develop a healthy and effective civic life.

•   Use the principles and techniques of community organizing to effectively 

address the real issues facing Calgarians and our member organizations.



WE VALUE
EMPOWERING LEADERSHIP.

We work to gather and develop people who want to transform 

the world from what it is to what they believe it should be.

RELATIONSHIPS OF DIGNITY AND MUTUAL RESPECT.

We believe in developing trust and building community across  

the lines that divide us.

COLLABORATIVE DEMOCRACY.

We believe that people committed to building and exercising 

power with each other have the ability to change their 

communities for the better.

UNITED IN OUR DIVERSITY BY OUR COMMON CALL 

TO JUSTICE AND COMPASSION.

Our work is rooted in the common call to justice and compassion 

found in our diverse religious, labour, and cultural traditions. 

IMPACT FOR THE COMMON GOOD.

We will take action to realize positive changes that impact 

people and address the roots of our shared issues. 
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RECENT HIGHLIGHTS 
In April 2019, our Delegate’s Assembly selected our current campaign areas. These four areas 

are Mental Health, Social Isolation, Environment, and Truth and Reconciliation. We currently 

have strong Research Action Teams working on each of these areas, moving our work forward.

In June 2019, we became aware of an unprecedented plan to cut the City budget mid-year. 

Our leaders responded and built the #KeepCalgaryStrong coalition. Over 350 people turned 

out to City Hall to demand that every citizen have a voice in determining what services would 

be cut and to ensure that cuts did not fall on the backs of the City’s most vulnerable.  

In October 2019, after many years of hard work, our Alliance had a public, formal founding 

at Knox United Church. It was a powerful evening with almost 600 people in attendance. 

Our leaders spoke passionately about why this Alliance is essential to both Calgary and their 

organizations. Mayor Nenshi, Chief Lee Crowchild, Councillor Druh Farrell, and then Member 

of Parliament Kent Hehr talked about the significance of our Alliance. 



In November 2019, when the City’s budget cuts 

put vital community services on the line, our 

leaders mobilized again, engaging both the 

media and City Councillors. As a result, we were 

able to preserve both the low-income transit 

pass and Calgary’s Mental Health Strategy, along 

with other vital services. All together, we helped 

prevent approximately $77 million in cuts to 

services for the most vulnerable. As a result, our 

communities are stronger, mental health issues 

are a priority, and low-income Calgarians can 

more readily afford to take a bus to school or  

to work.

In 2019, the Calgary Alliance grew to include 

30 member organizations representing 

approximately 35,000 Calgarians. New leaders 

continue to step up to move our shared work 

forward, and it is encouraging to see our 

Foundations for Community Organizing training 

filled almost to capacity at every offering.  

This year we were fortunate to have Suzanne Dzus, 

work with us as a part-time organizer, focused 

on Indigenous partnerships. Her work centered 

on developing a group of indigenous leaders to 

provide leadership to our reconciliation work.  

In turn, many of our leaders participated in an 

elder-led reconciliation process. These leaders 

are now sharing their experiences and knowledge 

within their communities. 

When the COVID-19 pandemic struck in early 

2020, we responded. Two of our campaigns were 

already working on issues that surfaced during 

the pandemic: social isolation and mental health. 

This made it easier for us to quickly mobilize, 

by developing teams within our organization to 

reach out to our members and by launching a 

neighbourhood block captain initiative. We also 

provided community organizing and mental health 

training for our internal and external teams as well 

as the public at large.

CALGARY ALLIANCE FOR THE COMMON GOOD



Our networks allowed us to respond quickly as 

issues arose during the pandemic. As learning 

went online, local school boards identified a need 

for computers for their students. The Alliance 

helped them meet this need by collecting over 

3000 computers.

Income support for those who lost their jobs or 

were unable to work during the pandemic also 

surfaced as a significant issue. We responded  

by striking a team to look at a guaranteed  

basic income to ensure that all Canadians  

had sufficient income to live a dignified and 

healthy life.

To advance green stimulus spending that will 

create jobs, connect citizens and shift us to a more 

sustainable economy we took part in the Green 

Line campaign. Together we won. $4.9 billion 

dollars will be invested in public transit, which 

will create 20,000 jobs, reduce 30,000 tons of 

greenhouse gases, and help Calgarians get to 

 jobs, see friends or enjoy our libraries. 

As the Calgary Alliance for the Common Good 

continues to grow, we look forward to seeing 

our community leaders work together, grow in 

leadership, and power the Alliance to build the 

“common good” for all Calgary citizens. 

RYAN ANDERSEN | LEAD ORGANISER 

REV. ANNA GREENWOOD-LEE | BOARD CHAIR
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OUR CAMPAIGNS
MENTAL HEALTH

Our members have told us that addressing 

Mental Health is a top priority. Subsequent 

research has identified three areas where we 

believe we can make a significant, positive 

change in the mental health of Albertans.  

•  We believe that we can “Turn the Tide” on 

mental health in one generation if we begin 

with our children. We have been working with 

school boards and provincial government 

officials to build a robust support system for 

our children within the school system.

•  We are a member of the Trauma-Informed  

Care Collective, which is a collaboration  

of 30 agencies in Calgary. This group is  

working to have our provincial government 

implement trauma-informed practices across 

government agencies.

•  We are advocating to increase Mobile Response 

Teams and Police and Crisis Teams (PACT) 

to operate 24/7 in the Calgary area. This will 

provide 24 hour support for the mentally ill and 

their families, reduce costly emergency room 

visits and ensure mental health professionals 

are always available for police during wellness 

checks and mental health calls. 

SOCIAL ISOLATION &  

COMMUNITY BUILDING

We are working with AHS to pilot a social-

prescribing program, delivered by medical 

professionals, to ensure isolated people receive 

appropriate community services. We have 

trained our leaders to reached out to those 

isolated in our communities and institutions  

this has included:

•  Block Captain training 

•  Community Helpers Mental Health Training 

basics (from AHS)

• Grief Support Training

• Trauma Informed Care tool kits

• Domestic Violence awareness training

• Crisis Intervention training



ENVIRONMENT

This team is asking the City of Calgary to adopt 

a green stimulus plan to shift us to a just and 

environmentally sustainable economy.

•  We are asking that the four new capital 

buildings the City has committed to build have 

net-zero emissions and adopt top-of-class 

Green Building Certification and Standards. 

These buildings are: The Event Centre to 

replace the Saddledome; an expansion of  

the BMO Centre; Arts Commons; and the 

Foothills Fieldhouse.

•  We successfully advocated for the completion 

of the Green Line. 

TRUTH & RECONCILIATION 

Our team includes both Indigenous and  

non-Indigenous leaders who are guiding us 

in steps we can take to address the ongoing 

consequences of colonialism. 

Over policing and under protection of Indigenous 

people was identified as a key issue leading to  

the crisis of Missing and Murdered Indigenous 

Women and Girls. We are advocating to have  

an Indigenous Liaison Officer in every Calgary  

Police Service district. Currently, the City of  

Calgary, with a population of 1.2 million, has  

one Aboriginal Officer.

We also support:

•  Addressing the “colonial mindset” through 

education, relationship-building and connecting 

to the land.

•  The creation of an Indigenous Gathering Place  

as a cultural, spiritual and community centre  

in Calgary.

•  Using Indigenous practices for truth-telling and 

making peace after a conflict.

•  Learning how to build alliances between 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples. 

A GUARANTEED BASIC INCOME 

We added a fifth campaign when Covid-19 shone 

a light on the deficiencies in our Canadian social 

safety net. A guaranteed basic income would 

ensure that all people have access to a stable, 

healthy life and that all Canadians can participate 

in the economy and civil society. A guaranteed 

basic income would be available to all who need it.

This team:

•  has focused on providing education regarding a 

basic income, and has held a webinar to explain 

basic income to our members and developed 

basic income fact sheets.

•  sent a letter advocating for a basic income to 

the Prime Minister and other federal officials.

•  developed a sample letter and encouraged our 

members to write to their MPs.
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BECOMING A MEMBER 
OF THE CALGARY ALLIANCE FOR THE COMMON GOOD

WHY BECOME A MEMBER

1.  The Calgary Alliance for the Common Good 

is a vehicle by which its members join 

together to create the collective power in 

order to have an impact on issues facing 

Calgarians, as well as, the power to shape 

the future direction of both Calgary  

and Alberta.

2.  Members have the opportunity to exercise  

and develop their leadership skills for  

public life. 

3.  Members of the Alliance have access to the 

Industrial Areas Foundation’s world-class 

leadership training institutes. 

4.  The Calgary Alliance for the Common  

Good works with members to strengthen 

their organization and communities by 

 surfacing and developing leaders who  

can apply community organizing skills  

in their contexts.

5.  CACG provides opportunities to build 

relationships, communicate, and 

collaborate with community leaders from 

across the diversity of our city. 

6.  Members participate in making decisions, 

defining the direction and setting the 

priorities for the Alliance. 

B ECOMING A ME MB E R

To become a member organization:

1. Make a formal decision to join.

2.  Appoint either a leader or a team of leaders 

who will connect their organization to the 

work of CACG. 

3.  Make a “fair share” financial dues 

commitment to sustain the work of the 

Alliance based on the size and scope of  

the organization. 

If you are interested in having your organization 

become a member of the Calgary Alliance for 

the Common Good please contact our organizer. 



MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

Amalgamated Transit Union Local 583

Ambrose University

Anatolian Turkish Islamic Center of Calgary

Anglican Diocese of Calgary

B’Nai Tikvah

Calgarians for the Common Good

Calgary Alpha House Society

Calgary Climate Hub

Calgary Interfaith Council

Calgary Unitarians

Christ Church Anglican

CUPE 1169

CUPE 38

Eritrean Canadian Community Association of Calgary

General Teamsters Local 362

Good Shepherd Moravian

Hillhurst United Church

Knox United Church

Lutheran (ELCIC ABT) Synod

Lutheran Church of Our Saviour

Lutheran Church of the Cross

Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary – Office of Social Justice

Scarboro United

St. Andrew’s Anglican Church

St. Barnabas Anglican Church

St. David’s United Church

St. Laurence Anglican

St. Mary’s University

St. Thomas United Church

Trinity Place Foundation of Alberta

UBCJA - 2103

Vibrant Communities Calgary
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FRIENDS
OF THE CALGARY ALLIANCE FOR THE COMMON GOOD

We want to thank everyone who has made a financial contribution to support the work of the Calgary 

Alliance for the Common Good. Your generosity make our work possible. 

Anna & James Greenwood-Lee

Barb Sokale

Bill Phipps

Bryan Cummings

Caroline Brown

Carolyn Andersen

Casey Lukasik

Chellan Hoffman

Christine Conkin

Christine Laing

Cortney Peters

D. Sue Davis

Dan Furst

Daranne & Greg Harris

David Holmes

David Westwick

Debi Andrus

Debra Faulk

Donald Stiles

Doreen Orman

Elizabeth Campbell

Elizabeth Jameson

Ellen Lang

Gael MacLeod

Gaetan & Dianne Fortier

Glynna MacKenzie

Gwendolyn Allison

Harold Hooper

Heather Shantz

Hermila Vargas

Hilary Gray

Ingrid Kristensen

Jacqueline Wallace

James Berger

Jane Ebbern

Janet Ball

Jennifer Newman

Joan Lee

Joey Stewart

John Andersen

John Holmes

John Griffith

John Mendham

Judy Osborne

Judy Hughes

June & Ian Martin

Kathryn Chapman

Kelley Warner

Kelly Mills

Laura Holck

Laura Karlsson

Lee Woolery

Linda Hames

Mahmut Sagban

Malcolm McKay

Margot Kellough

Michael McBeth

Neil McKinnon

Pamela Rickey

Pat Hogan

Pat Cashion

Philip Holck

Ricardo de Menezes

Richard Tanner

Robert Macaulay

Robert Hawkesworth

Rosemary Christmas

Ryan Andersen

Sue and OJ Scott

Susan Wood

Susan Chivers

Susan Brownell

Trevor Axworthy

Wayne Stewart

Wendy Rae

Ymene Fouli

Anonymous Supporters

We thank anonymous  

donors and apologize  

for any omissions.



HOW CAN I GIVE?
Members of the Calgary Alliance for the Common Good have been working hard, but we have the  

potential and the power to do much more. Please consider becoming a friend of the Calgary Alliance  

for the Common Good, so we can continue building people power. A tax-deductible gift can be made 

through the Industrial Areas Foundation Canada and will support the work of developing leaders  

who can work together for the common good of all. Donations can be made online through:  

www.calgarycommongood.org/donate. Follow the link to Canada Helps and select The Calgary 

Alliance for the Common Good Fund. 

Cheques can be made out to the Industrial Areas Foundation Canada and can be sent to:  

Industrial Areas Foundation Canada 
PO Box 20094 RPO Fairview 
Vancouver BC 
V5Z 0C1

CONTACT US
Calgary Alliance for the Common Good
8831 Fairmount Drive SE

Calgary AB T2H 0Z4

Ryan Andersen
Lead Organizer

(403)993-7123

ryan@calgarycommongood.org

LEARN MORE
  www.calgarycommongood.org

  commongoodyyc

  CommonGoodYYC

https://www.calgarycommongood.org/donate
mailto:ryan%40calgarycommongood.org?subject=
https://www.calgarycommongood.org/
https://twitter.com/commongoodyyc
https://www.facebook.com/CommonGoodYYC/

