
CALGARY ALLIANCE FOR THE COMMON GOOD

TOGETHER, WE RISE STRONGER.

The Calgary Alliance for the Common Good organizes the 

power of our communities. By working together we can  

shape a just and compassionate city.

In divisive times, we need people who will work toward unity. 

People who can cross barriers. People who will fight for what 

is right and for the Common Good of all. People like members 

of the Calgary Alliance for the Common Good.



OUR MISSION
The Calgary Alliance for the Common Good’s mission is to:

BECOME STRONGER TOGETHER:  Create a broad-based, shared 

organization that is as diverse as Calgary, building relationships 

among organizations and people from various community, ethnic,  

non-profit, labour and religious groups.

A SCHOOL FOR PUBLIC LIFE:  Strengthen our member 

organizations and their leaders, in order to develop a healthy  

and effective civic life.

ORGANIZE AND RESPOND: Use the principles and techniques  

of community organizing to effectively address the real issues  

facing Calgarians and our member organizations.



WE VALUE
EMPOWERING LEADERSHIP.

We work to gather and develop people who want to transform 

the world from what it is to what they believe it should be.

RELATIONSHIPS OF DIGNITY AND MUTUAL RESPECT.

We believe in developing trust and building community across 

the lines that divide us.

COLLABORATIVE DEMOCRACY.

We believe that people committed to building and exercising 

power with each other have the ability to change their 

communities for the better.

UNITED IN OUR DIVERSITY BY OUR COMMON CALL 

TO JUSTICE AND COMPASSION.

Our work is rooted in the common call to justice and compassion 

found in our diverse religious labour, and cultural traditions.

IMPACT FOR THE COMMON GOOD.

We will take action to realize positive changes that impact 

people and address the roots of our shared issues.
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OUR WORK TOGETHER
This past year has been filled with challenges 

and leaders who rose to those challenges. Public 

officials now speak in public and private about 

the impact we are having. Our impact has been 

felt at city hall and in our communities.

This is the work we have been able to do together.

RESPONDING TO COVID 19

Last March, our world shifted when the COVID-19 

pandemic reached Canada. Within a few short 

weeks, the Calgary Alliance shifted to an online 

format. Leaders began meeting weekly to discuss 

how they would respond and to support each 

other. Our internal mental health campaign, early 

in development and engaging with leaders, was 

moved up and launched ahead of schedule.

We trained teams from our member organizations 

who reached out to their members. Thousands 

of people received a call from someone checking 

in with how they were doing. Linda McLaughlin 

led an effort to mobilize volunteers to help 

deliver food hampers and then transitioned this 

program to the Calgary Food Bank. Our Alliance 

developed a block captain program that then 

grew into a neighbourhood organizing effort. 

We were fortunate to receive grants from the 

Calgary Foundation and from Mental Health 

and Addictions Alberta. We were also proud to 

welcome Jodi Lammiman as the organizer for  

this neighbourhood work.

The calls to members together with our 

neighbourhood work revealed that people were 

facing real pressures. Access to technology was 

one pressure, so we partnered in a campaign 

resulting in approximately 3,000 computers being 

distributed to families in need. Financial supports 

were needed, so we connected with partners to 

disseminate information about accessing income 

supports and created a basic-income team.  

Jobs and sustainable stimulus were required,  

so we launched a campaign to get the Greenline 

built. Then, with other IAF affiliates across our 

region, we held an international action to develop 

a vision for responding to this crisis and shaping 

our future.



OUR CAMPAIGNS 
MENTAL HEALTH 

Our members identified mental health as a priority 

in our last listing campaign and it became a more 

pronounced issue in our communities during 

COVID19. Mental Health Research Action Team 

(MRAT) create an education campaign that offered 

monthly workshops that developed people’s 

mental health and community-building skills.

CACG’s campaign to support the development 

of Calgary’s Mental Health Strategy helped 

ensure that this strategy was passed and funded. 

This strategy includes our emphasis on early 

intervention and prevention through schools, 

changing responses to mental health crises and 

increasing natural supports.

 This set the stage for a victory in our campaign for 

an expansion of Police and Crisis Teams (PACG) and 

Mobile Response Teams (MRT). As a result of our 

campaign, there are an additional six new PACT 

teams. The availability of PACT has been expanded 

to 22 hours/day, and the MRT consult line is being 

expanded to 22 hours per day.

 

In the year to come, we will promote having 

mental health services in school expanded and to 

advocate for the Alberta Government to receive 

trauma-informed training. We are grateful to the 

Calgary Foundation for helping to fund this work.

 TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION

The discovery of unmarked graves of children at 

residential schools across Canada drove home the 

hard truth of colonization and the need to continue 

to work towards both truth and reconciliation.

 Grants from the Calgary Foundation and Mental 

Health and Addictions Alberta allowed us to hire 

two Indigenous organizers, Suzanne Karhiio Dzus 

and Tapisa Kilabuk. The campaign to have the 

police appoint an Indigenous Liaison Officer in 

each of the Police districts continues to advance 

while facing ongoing resistance from the Calgary 

Police Service. We will continue to work towards 

this concrete action of reconciliation. 
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The campaign to change the name of Langevin 

School succeeded, and the school has been 

renamed Riverside School by the Calgary Board 

of Education. No longer will this central architect 

of the residential school system be honoured as 

an example to our students.

This past year we were honoured to be asked 

to partner with Indigenous Leaders in creating 

healing tipis that will be gifted to Indigenous 

Organizations in the City. Our members not only 

donated to this project but were able to learn 

by doing the work of harvesting tipi poles and 

building these homes. 

In response to the call to “wrestle with the truth 

of colonization,” we worked with other affiliates 

from the United States, Australia, New Zealand 

and Canada to create working sessions on The 

Wrestling with the Truth of Colonization Process. 

This process is now being used by IAF affiliates 

to transform how we understand the history of 

colonization and to find a positive and respectful 

way forward. 

SOCIAL ISOLATION

Increased social isolation was a significant impact 

of the pandemic impacting many vulnerable 

communities. The call-out teams, along with 

workshops and regular gatherings, went a long 

way to address this impact. The Social Isolation 

team continues to look at longer-term solutions. 

Working with Alberta Health Services to create a 

social prescribing model received a boost but then 

was put on hold due to the pandemic. The team also 

organized a workshop to help organizations have a 

Compassionate Come Back from the pandemic. 

BASIC INCOME

The basic income team came together in response 

to the financial pressures that the COVID19 

pandemic revealed. This campaign has focused on 

education, engaging with federal office holders, 

offered excellent workshops and is releasing its 

educational materials to be used by our members. 

We have also formed relationships wither partners 

in the issue.
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ENVIRONMENT

The Environment team did a spectacular job 

launching the Greenline Campaign right in the 

middle of the pandemic. This campaign resulted 

in a 14-1 vote at the city council in favour of the 

Greenline. Ongoing advocacy by our members 

helped secure provincial support, and the 

Greenline finally received its final approval and 

funding to be built. This is a major victory. 

The Greenline is expected to create 20,000 jobs, 

connect our communities and reduce 30,000 

tonnes of GHG emissions each year.

CACG also joined the Climate Hub in its campaign 

to have ENMAX commit to going net-zero by 2050. 

This campaign succeeded and our team built an 

important relationship with ENMAX in the process. 

MUNICIPAL ACTIONS

This past year, what had been our annual city 

budget campaign looked very different. Our 

leaders were invited to be in dialogue with City 

Administration as the budget was being created. 

This early involvement meant that many of our 

priorities were already reflected in the budget 

presented before the council. While this may not 

have been as exciting as turning out hundreds of 

people at a council meeting, it does reflect well 

on the impact and growing respect our Alliance 

has gained.

During the municipal election, our team hosted 

coffee with the candidate sessions with mayoral 

and ward candidates. We then jointly hosted  

a virtual mayoral forum at which we had over  

1450 people join us with thousands more viewing  

it afterwards. 



BUILDING OUR SHARED STRENGTH

In a year with many challenges, we have been 

excited to see our Alliance grow. 

We now have 31 member organizations and 

represent approximately 37,000 Calgarians.  

Both of our Foundations of Community 

Organization training had strong participation,  

and we are seeing new leaders emerge.  

A combination of dues, individual donations, 

grants and COVID-related government  

supports have placed us in our strongest  

financial position yet. 

We were excited to hire Vincent St. Pierre as our 

Administrative Coordinator. We are also facing 

challenges that we will need to meet in the year 

to come as an organization. We will need to recruit 

and develop new leaders, expand our diversity, 

and strengthen our core teams. We also have the 

goal of hiring an associate organizer to support  

this work. 

Our mission to build advocates and leaders has 

lead to more than 7,500 registrations across 

over 50 events since the beginning of the 2020: 

from workshops, to trainings and public actions. 

Efforts around building a catalogue of materials, 

such as the Grief Toolkit or a Core Team Manual, 

have been published online and shared with our 

core teams throughout the member institutions 

of the Calgary Alliance for the Common Good.

Overall, it has been a remarkable year. There 

have been remarkable challenges, remarkable 

leaders have faced those challenges, and we 

have had remarkable victories that will impact 

hundreds of thousands of Calgarians.
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BECOMING A MEMBER 
OF THE CALGARY ALLIANCE FOR THE COMMON GOOD

WHY BECOME A MEMBER

1.  The Calgary Alliance for the Common Good is 

a vehicle by which its members join together 

to create the collective power in order to 

have an impact on issues facing Calgarians, 

as well as build the power to shape the future 

direction of our city.

2.  Members have the opportunity to exercise 

and develop their leadership skills for  

public life.

3.  Members of the Alliance have access to the 

Industrial Areas Foundation’s world-class 

leadership training institutes.

4.  The Calgary Alliance for the Common Good 

works with members to strengthen their 

organization and communities by surfacing 

and developing leaders who can apply 

community organizing skills in their contexts.

5.  CACG provides opportunities to build 

relationships, communicate and collaborate 

with community leaders from across the 

diversity of our city.

6.  Members participate in making decisions, 

defining the direction and setting the 

priorities for the Alliance.

B ECOMING A ME MB E R

To become a member organization:

1. Make a formal decision to join.

2.  Appoint a leader or a team of leaders who 

will connect their organization to the work  

of CACG.

3.  Make a “fair share” financial dues 

commitment to sustain the work of the 

Alliance based on the size and scope of  

the organization.

If you are interested in having your organization 

become a member of the Calgary Alliance for the 

Common Good please contact our organizer.



MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

Amalgamated Transit Union Local 583
Ambrose University
Anatolian Turkish Islamic Center of Calgary
Anglican Diocese of Calgary
B’Nai Tikvah
Beth Tzedec
Calgarians for the Common Good
Calgary Eritreans
Calgary Interfaith Council
Calgary Unitarians
Cerebral Palsy Association (Alberta)
Christ Church Anglican
Climate Hub
CUPE Local 37
CUPE Local 38
CUPE Local 1169
EthioCare
General Teamsters Local 362
Good Shepherd Moravian
Hillhurst United Church
Knox United Church
Lutheran Church of the Cross
Alberta Council of Carpenters & Allied Workers Local 2103
Scarboro United Church
St. Andrew’s Anglican Church
St. David’s United Church
St. Laurence Anglican
St. Mary’s University
St. Thomas United Church
Symons Valley United Church
Synod of Alberta & the Territories – Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada
Trinity Place Foundation
Calgarians for the Common Good
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FRIENDS
OF THE CALGARY ALLIANCE FOR THE COMMON GOOD

We want to thank everyone who has made a financial contribution to support the work of the Calgary 

Alliance for the Common Good. Your generosity makes our work possible.

Jennifer A Heath

Ahmed Abdella

Andromeda Airey

Alison Allison

Carolyn Andersen

John Andersen

The Rev. Ryan Andersen

Debi Andrus

Carla Atkinson

Mary Axworthy

Janet Ball

Caryle and Brent Barr

Yvan Beaubien

Timothy Bell

Denise Bennett

Sara Bennett

Halle Bill

Mike Bonner

Meriam Bravante

Richard Bronstein

Caroline Brown

Barbara Brydges

Kelly Budd

Marilyn Buehning

Chris Bullock

Amanda Burgener

Neal Burgess

Kathryn Burwash

Brian Callaghan

Elizabeth Campbell

Meredith and Pat Cashion

Shirley & Doug Chandler

Anne Charlton

Susan Chivers

Tarandeep Chohan 

Nicolas Choquette-Levy

Jamie Cluff

Patrick Colfer

Christine Conkin

Kelton Coombe

Kellie Cornforth

Lynne Couves

Bryan Cummings

Jean Dacko

D. Sue Davis

Ricardo de Menezes

Donna Denommee

Lance Dixon

Andrea Eastham

Jane Ebbern

Myrl Eddy

Marcia Epstein

Norma Farquharson

Druh Farrell

The Rev. Debra Faulk

Alan Fielding

Dale Fisher

Jonathan Fleischer 

Gaetan & Dianne Fortier

Ymene Fouli

Tesfamicael Ghebrehiwet

Caron Glickman

Rabbi Mark Glickman

Janet Gourlay-Vallance

Hilary Gray

Annie Greenfield

Joy Gregory

John Griffith

Kathleen Guglielmi

Graham Haggerty

Matthew Hammer

Dalton Harding

Bob Hawkesworth

Phyllis Hawley

Judy Hehr

Kent Hehr

Peter Hemminger

Carolyn Herold

Susan Himann

Brea Hindy

Chellan Hoffman

Pat Hogan

The Rev. Laura Holck

The Rev. Philip Holck

The Rev. David Holmes

Harold Hooper

Dakotah Hope

Elaine Howe

Andrea Hull

Sue Hull

Jan Huygelen

Elizabeth Jack

Colin Jackson

Alexandra Jeffery

Helen Juvonen

Laura Karlsson

Jocelyn Keith-Asante

Barb Kennedy

Tom Kerwin

Elizabeth Keyte

The Rev. Erin Klassen

Jamie Konchak

Mary-Anna Louise Kovar

Ingrid Kristensen

Amy Krzyzek

Christine Laing

Pamela Lammiman

Barbara Lane

Ben Larsen

Joan Lawrence

Ronnie Leah

Eric Leavitt

Joan Lee

Laura Lee

Catherine Legary

Marta Ligocki

Dorothy Lloyd

Amy Lomas

Chris & Alison Longson

Kathryn Lukey

Peita Luti

Barb MacKenzie

Glynna MacKenzie

Lisa MacNamara

Dorothee Mages

Chris Mah Poy

Michael McBeth

Chelsea McEwan

Bob McInnis

Malcolm McKay

Margaret McKeon

Neil McKinnon

Alycia McKitrick

Elizabeth McLennan

Carol McNaughton

Peter McPherson

Margaret McQuiston

Heather McRae

John Mendham

Luanne Metz

Nathaniel Miller

Kelly Mills

Rose Lynn Moen

Pierann Moon

Robert Mummery

Robert Mutlow

Clare Myers

Alexandra Naylor

Brie Nelson

Lynn Nugent

Moremi Omotoso

Donna Ontonio

Laurisa Orich

Shaul & Roberta Osadchey

Michelle Parker

Bonnie Pavlovich

Bruce Payne

Lynn & Larry Pearce

Trish Peebles

Jane Perry

Cortney Peters

Chris Peters

William Phipps

The Rev. David Pickett

JCF Vipond Prof Corp

Nicole Racine

Laura Rance

Lisa Reinders

Pamela Rickey

Susan Ridley

Noel Roberts

Brye Robertson

Mahmut Sagban

Peter and Christine 
Sammon

Bretton Saunders

Cat Schick

Nathaniel Schmidt

Alex Schumacher

Pamela Scott

Sue Scott

Tammy Segstro

Tamara Seiler

Heather Shantz

Ethan Shi

Michael Sidarose

Ashley Slemming

Lorne Sobczyk 

Barb Sokale

Ron and Lee Spice

Vincent St. Pierre

Michaela Stang

Joan Stauffer

Spencer Stevens

Joey Stewart

Wayne Stewart

Cree Stoney

Evelyn Storm

Beth Stovell

David Sutherland

David Swann

Jamie T

Richard Tanner

Melvin Teghtmeyer

Kaylee Toth

Pamela Tzeng

Hermila Vargas

heather walker

Brenda Wallace

Gary Webb

Archie Wells

Leona Westdahl

Sarah Williston 

Susan Wood

Lee Woolery

Peggy Worrell

John Worton

Dana Young

Mason Young

Brent Handel Professional 
Corporation



HOW CAN I GIVE?
Members of the Calgary Alliance for the Common Good have been working hard, but we have the  

potential and the power to do more. Please consider becoming a friend of the Calgary Alliance  

for the Common Good, so we can continue building people power. A tax-deductible gift can be made  

through the Industrial Areas Foundation Canada and will support the work of developing leaders  

who can work together for the common good of all. Donations can be made online through:  

www.calgarycommongood.org/donate. 

Cheques can be made out to the Industrial Areas Foundation Canada and can be sent to: 

Industrial Areas Foundation Canada 

PO Box 20094 RPO Fairview 

Vancouver BC  |  V5Z 0C1

Charitable Number 848143442RR0001

CONTACT US
Calgary Alliance for the Common Good

1703 1St NW

Calgary AB  |  T2M 4P4

Ryan Andersen

Lead Organizer

(403) 993-7123

ryan@calgarycommongood.org

LEARN MORE
  www.calgarycommongood.org 

 

Find us at commongoodyyc on all socials.

      


