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Melbourne’s ‘Good Samaritan’ inspires hundreds to follow his example 

Christians from across Australia are currently pledging to follow the example of Mr Cias, 
dubbed Melbourne’s ‘Good Samaritan’, after it was recently reported that he was assaulted 
for standing up for two Muslim women who were being verbally abused on a Melbourne 
train. 
The pledge was established by Common Grace, a recently-launched and rapidly growing 
movement of thousands of Christians from various denominations who are passionate 
about Jesus and justice. 

Those signing the pledge agree that they will:  “refuse to be silent and will interrupt 
harassment, without violence... in order to be a true neighbour.” 

“Melbourne's ‘Good Samaritan’ is a modern day witness to the sometimes costly beauty of 
neighbour love,” said Jarrod McKenna, National Director of Common Grace. 

“We want to do more than lament this hatred or even celebrate true neighbourliness. As 
Jesus asks of us in the story of the Good Samaritan, we want to “go and do likewise,” said 
McKenna. 

The social media campaign is using the tag #GoLoveLikewise, a public commitment to 
speak up for those who are being harassed. 

Aleem Ali is the Go Love Likewise Campaigner at Common Grace. Aleem grew up in 
an inter-faith household, often attending the Mosque with his Dad and Sunday School at the 
local Baptist Church with his Mum. Now a Christian Pastor Aleem understands first-hand 
both the challenges and beauty of living with people of diverse faiths and has a deep love 
for people of the Muslim community. 

“We can’t claim to love Jesus and ignore our Muslim neighbour who is being publicly 
harassed,” said Aleem. 

"Let's not be silent. The Good Samaritan is not just a nice story, it's to be a present reality," 
said Rob Buckingham, Senior Minister at Bayside Church. 

"Jesus is our example of unconditional, sacrificial love that places other's needs before 
one's own. To be a Christian is to follow this example: to love like Jesus did no matter what 
the cost might be. That's what Mr Cias did - and we're hoping that inspires other Australians 
to do the same,” said Brad Chilcott, National Director of Welcome to Australia and 
Board Member of Common Grace. 

The pledge can be viewed at: http://www.commongrace.org.au/go_love_likewise 

Original article in The Age: http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/good-samaritan-assaulted-
after-standing-up-for-muslim-women-who-were-abused-on-melbourne-train-20150526-
gh9j6x.html 


