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If you haven’t realised already a global pandemic is affecting the world. 

For many it seems like their “world” has been disrupted. 

Many of us through the disruption of living in a global pandemic have had to change our “normal” 
actions. Our everyday lives have been disrupted, and we now reconsider, reassess, and reorganise 
our daily activities - that precious visit to see grandparents or aging parents, a coffee or cuppa with 
a friend, homes converted into a workplace or a school, or for some, how they will simply put food 
on the table.   

But yet when we look to our planet the disruption may be having a positive impact.  

The earth is shaking less, waterways are becoming clearer, the bird song seems louder, and the air 
is cleaner from less cars on the road and less planes in the air. Maybe it is time for Australia’s high-
speed rail network - just an idea Prime Minister! The earth and all of creation seems to be catching 
its breath or breathing more deeply. The question is for how long will we be able to breathe more 
deeply?   

A global pandemic does not lessen the fact we are living in a disrupted climate. Inger Andersen, the 
head of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), cautioned that COVID-19 is not a silver lining for 
the environment, as these positive impacts are only temporary. Ice sheets continue to melt, the 
earth continues to be destroyed through mining, and native forests continue to be 
logged. Common Grace recently joined the National Call to immediately halt logging of remaining 
native forests in the wake of the bushfire catastrophe. Australia may be approaching winter but for 
many, the bushfires are not a distant memory but still a lived reality.   

In the midst of this global pandemic we want to take action for Creation and Climate justice. We 
want our daily lives, in whatever form our lives now take, to be disrupted for Jesus and 
Justice.  Imagine in a time of disruption, spending each day, for a week doing something for 
creation, doing something with God. That is my prayer.   

 
We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians and their stewardship of the land that now 

sustains us all.  
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Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr is an Aboriginal Leader and inspiring Christian thinker. She 
suggests that the practice of didirri (deep listening/contemplation) is restorative and 
brings peace. As we approach this scripture, and many like it, I am inspired to listen 
to what the rest of creation is speaking about our Creator, and what our Creator is 

speaking through the rest of creation. Come sit, and listen, quieten yourself and the 
things that are vying for your attention. Be still. Take time. Breathe. 

Take Action 
Take action by sitting still somewhere and listening. Listen to the sounds of your world. 

Allow your spirit to awaken to the things the Creator and the rest of creation are telling you. 
Focus on stillness, listen intently, and push yourself to ignore time. 

Share your experience of taking action through ‘listening’ in a comment on our facebook 
post and use the hashtag #dailydisruptions to share your action in your own post. 

 
Adam Gowen is a Wiradjuri man and Christian Leader. He holds a post-graduate theological 
qualification and a First Class Honours degree in Indigenous Studies, the thesis component of 
which dealt with issues of sovereignty, Aboriginal identity, and settler colonialism. 

 

We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians and their stewardship of the land that now 
sustains us all.  

 

Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be 
exalted in the earth! 

Psalm 46:10 
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God’s Spirit brooded like a bird above the watery abyss. 

Genesis 1:2 
 

Uncle Dr Terry Le Blanc says, “Indigenous theologians always start at Genesis 1, 
Western theologians often start at Genesis 3.” Genesis 1:2 speaks strongly to 

Aboriginal peoples. I love reading this verse and looking at Safina Stewart’s 
painting, “Heaven Came Down”. Land, sky and all creation are brought together by 

the Creator into relationship and community. Community that looks like unity in 
diversity. Community that not only says, but does love their neighbour as themselves. 

Community that loves their people neighbour, tree neighbour, plant neighbour, 
animal neighbour, bird neighbour, fish neighbour, land neighbour, water neighbour, 

sky neighbour - loves their earth neighbour. 

 
Take Action 

Take action by connecting to Jesus and the earth. Stand barefoot on the ground, or place 
your hand on a tree, and pray for all your neighbours today. Pray also for a deeper 

understanding of the community of interconnectedness you are part of. 
Share how you have taken action in a comment on our facebook post and use the hashtag 

#dailydisruptions to share your action in your own post. 

 Brooke Prentis is an Aboriginal Christian Leader from the Wakka Wakka peoples and the CEO of 
Common Grace. 
 

We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians and their stewardship of the land that now 
sustains us all.  
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The LORD God took the ‘adam’ and put it in the garden of delight to till it and keep it. 

Genesis 2:15 
 

Since time out of mind 
God’s garden, gardened itself 
Microbes made compost, worms aerated soil, wind spread seed 
Humans arrived, struggled then thrived 
Took our true purpose and buried it deep 
in our subconscious. 
‘abad and shamar (to serve and protect) 
Became to till and keep 
Then reap and keep 
And reap and keep and reap and keep and reap and keep 
And yet 
God still waits at the gate 
For the reapers to mend their prodigal ways 
and come home before it’s too late 
 
Calling through the First People of this land now called Australia 
Calling through those who have left the pig pen 
Calling again 
“Serve and protect” 
From those reapers who keep and keep and keep 
So that God’s garden of pleasure can garden itself 
Back to health. 
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Take Action 

Take action by protecting and serving God’s creation today. Rescue a worm trapped in the 
sun, buy free-range, support the RSPCA or Wildlife Rescue, or sign the petition to reassess 
logging operations in areas of NSW affected by bushfire. Delight in a garden near you, a pot 
plant, a tiny piece of moss clinging to a pavement crack, the community veggie patch you 
pass while exercising. Plant something if you are able - something you can eat, or a native to 
provide food and shelter for wildlife. 
Share how you have taken action or even a picture of your "garden" in a comment on our 
facebook post and use the hashtag #dailydisruptions to share your action in your own post 
 

 
Jason John became a Christian after graduating in zoology, and has spent most of his ministry 
helping the church explore the connections between faith and ecology, and to respond. He lives in 
the forest in Bellingen with his family and many non-human neighbours. 

  

We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians and their stewardship of the land that now 
sustains us all.  
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Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s 

sight. But even the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not be afraid; you are of 
more value than many sparrows. 

Luke 12:6-7 
 
This passage affirms God’s love for us, but to skip straight to verse 7 is to miss the 
exciting point of verse 6. Declaring God’s love for generic small birds (sparrows) 
reminds us that God’s love extends not just to non-human creatures, not just to 
groups or specific species, but as far as every single individual of even the most 
common and “worthless” kinds. By affirming love for every individual creature, the 
verse challenges us to consider what God must think of animal cruelty and, further, 
the grief we cause by the even greater crime of wiping out entire species. 

 
Take Action 

Take action by researching an Australian threatened species in your local area. Even 
throughout urban areas, there are over 370 Australian threatened species! Then advocate 
for this species by writing to your local MP to share what you’ve learned, what you are 
doing, and how they should help.  

Share how you have taken action in a comment on our facebook post and use the hashtag 
#dailydisruptions to share your action in your own post 

 
Jessica Morthorpe is a Christian environmentalist with a passion for endangered species, eco-
theology and helping the Australian church to care for creation.  
 
We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians and their stewardship of the 

land that now sustains us all.  
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“He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.” 
Matthew 28:6 

"Hope is not like a lottery ticket you can sit on a sofa and clutch, feeling lucky. It is an 
axe you break down doors with in an emergency." —Rebecca Solnit. 

Arriving at the tomb in which their hopes were buried, these grieving faithful women 
thought they had come to finish laying their dreams to rest. Instead, they are 
stunned by the unutterable presence of angels, the impossible announcement of an 
absent body, the absurd confirmation of his promise to overcome even death. Their 
catastrophic loss had itself been disrupted by a yet greater interruption. 
Destruction, defeat and despair are not inevitable. 
"Another world is not only possible, she is on her way. On a quiet day, I can hear her 
breathing." —Arundhati Roy. 

Take Action 
Take action through courageous hope! Consider an ecological or climate issue where a 
disastrous outcome seems inevitable. Work towards a desirable outcome, even if it only 
makes sense in light of the resurrection. 

Share how you have taken action in a comment on our facebook post and use the 
hashtag #dailydisruptions to share your action in your own post	

Byron Smith is an ecological ethicist helping churches join the dots between caring for our common 
home and Christian discipleship. He has a PhD in theological ethics and also works in pastoral 
ministry at an Anglican church in Paddington. 

We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians and their stewardship of the land that now 
sustains us all.  
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 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 

Revelation 21:1 
 

In the Hebrew Bible, the sea represents chaos. God brought order out of chaos, but 
chaos returned in the flood as judgment on humans who filled the earth with 
violence. Climate change is an act of violence. In Revelation 21 we see a window into 
the future where chaos is defeated, and the heavens and earth are renewed. Yet God 
and the Lamb sit on the throne now (Rev 5-6). The future starts now, and every act of 
renewal is worship at the throne. 

 
Take Action 

Take action by creating something: a painting, poem, song, sculpture, cake, garden, a 
comfortable space in your home. And as you create, remember that God is bringing order 
out of chaos and a future where everything will be renewed. 
Share your creativity with us in a comment on our facebook post and use the hashtag 
#dailydisruptions to share your action in your own post.  
 

Dr Mick Pope is a lecturer in meteorology, Professor of Environmental Mission at Missional 
University, and a member of the Centre for Research in Religion and Social Policy at the University of 
Divinity. 

 
We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians and their stewardship of the land that now 

sustains us all.  
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Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this. 
Esther 4:14 

When Queen Esther learned of Haman's genocidal plot against God’s people, she 
hesitated. To approach the King uninvited was illegal, and the penalty was death.  

Surely she must simply obey the law and hope that God would send deliverance from 
elsewhere. Yet Mordecai presses her to speak to the King. Nobody else is coming to 
save them. “Perhaps you have come to royalty dignity for just such a time as this.” 
Are Christians – raised to royal dignity as children of God – called to the same risky 
obedience? Climate change harms people and God's creation. Political indifference 
and greed fuels an eocidal plot. Will we act? 
 

Take Action 
Take action by supporting School Strike for Climate events on May 15, as students from 
around the world confront government inaction on climate disruption. Find more info on 
our website. #CLIMATESTRIKEONLINE #SS4C 
Share how you have taken action in a comment on our facebook post and use the hashtag 
#dailydisruptions to share your action in your own post. 

 
Ben Thurley has been a long time campaigner on issues of poverty and inequality, accountable 
government and climate change and has a passion for encouraging and equipping all Australians – 
especially Christians – to stand and speak up for justice.  
 

We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians and their stewardship of the land that now 
sustains us all.  
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Thank you for taking the journey with Common Grace through this Daily Disruptions series on 
Creation and Climate Justice. Whilst this series was released for a specific season, it can be used at 
any time during any year. 
 
Producing reflective promotional materials is a commitment to always return to Jesus as the source 
of our inspiration, conviction and compassion. As a movement of Christians passionate about Jesus 
and Justice, we believe our faith informs our action as we seek beauty, generosity, and justice fully 
revealed in Jesus, that God extends to all, in a broken world.   
 
If you have valued this series and the work of Common Grace, please join and share about the 
movement by: 
Signing up with your email at http://www.commongrace.org.au/  
Following us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter @commongraceaus 
Find out more about Climate Justice https://www.commongrace.org.au/climate_change 
Using our Lent series https://www.commongrace.org.au/lent where we have looked at where Jesus 
says ‘I am’,  the Parables, the Beatitudes, Love Thy Neighbour, and The Lord’s Prayer.   
Reading our Advent series’ with our most recent being “We Are Longing” 
https://www.commongrace.org.au/advent_teaching_series  
Checking out all our contributors https://www.commongrace.org.au/contributors 
 
Together, we pray that God will continue to stir the Christians and followers of Jesus who live in 
these lands now called Australia and the Australian Church to move to the margins of our society 
where the grace and compassion of God is so desperately needed, and that we each find hope in a 
life lived partnering with God in the healing of this world as we see God’s Kingdom here on earth, as 
in heaven. 
 
Yours in friendship, 
Brooke Prentis, CEO 
 

We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians and their stewardship of the land that now 
sustains us all.    


