
 
 

5 October 2020 

 

Dear Senator Lambie,  

 

Thank you for asking to hear from your constituents and all Australians about the Migration 

Amendment (Prohibiting Items in Immigration Detention Facilities) Bill 2020.  We thank you for using 

your balance of power to be as representative as you possibly can.  Today, we write as Tasmanian 

Christians to ask that you listen to us and represent us by voting against the Migration Amendment 

(Prohibiting Items in Immigration Detention Facilities) Bill 2020.  

We write as Christian Tasmanians who have received and seen the generosity and kindness of God in 

our own lives. We believe that God loves all people and requires us to do the same, especially those who 

are in need. 

We write as a part of the Common Grace movement:  a diverse, grassroots movement of over 50,000 

people across these lands now called Australia pursuing Jesus and justice, reaching across 

denominational, theological, and political lines to find common ground.  

 

We believe the first step towards seeing people answer Jesus’ call to love our neighbours is to listen to 

stories of injustice around us: 

“They are going to confiscate our phones and that will disconnect us from our family and 

friends and limit our legal support. We have been separated from humanity, from our 

family, from our loved ones. They are trying to take our identities away further by taking 

our phones. With no other stimulation in this prison, our phones are a lifeline, we need 

them to stay sane!”  — Mostafa Azimitabar  

 

Mobile phones are a lifeline for refugees and people seeking asylum in detention.  

Senator Lambie, many refugees and people seeking asylum in detention have been there for several 

years, including those who are in detention because the government has not resolved their visa status. 

This grieves our hearts and the heart of God.  

Surely this is too long, and how could we even think of allowing their phones to be taken away as well?  

Refugees and people seeking asylum in detention have relied on their phones for any contact with 

family, for any contact with friends and for any sense of connection to the outside world. These 

connections are essential for maintaining good mental health. Removing mobile phones will prevent 

refugees and people seeking asylum from contact with advocates and other support people, both of 

which would be in breach of their basic human rights.  
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Phones also enable detainees to hold staff accountable for their actions and place some constraint on 

excessive use of force by detention staff (we know mobile phones have already been used to expose 

thousands of incidents of excessive force and breaches of human rights). There is a serious risk that the 

broad powers in this bill will be used to unnecessarily restrict people's human rights and cause harm. 

There is no valid justification for this bill as the police already have the power to remove any illegal 

substance or items used for illegal purposes. 

Therefore, we ask you as our independent Senator, to vote against the Migration Amendment 

(Prohibiting Items in Immigration Detention Facilities) Bill 2020. 

Senator Lambie, we want you to represent the voices of Tasmanian Christians — will you do that? We 

are praying you will.  

Will you help us be a country that cares for those who have sought our protection from violence and war 

and are held in immigration detention?   

We long for Australia to be a place where those who come to our shores for safety and asylum are 

welcomed with compassion. We pray that you have the courage to vote against this bill and show that as 

a country we prioritise care for the vulnerable and accountability for our government. 

Signed, 
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P.S. Senator Lambie, as Christians we are a praying people. We are praying for a just future. This is the 

prayer we have been praying and will pray on the day of the vote. It was written for Refugee Week, 

14-20 June 2020. 

 

“Prayer for a Just Future” by Common Grace’s Justice for People Seeking Asylum Team 

 

Creator God, you are the giver of life. 

Saviour Jesus, you have shown us what it is to love. 

Guiding Spirit, you awaken us to justice. 

Show us how to build a just future, where all people have equal opportunity to belong and 

to flourish in your vitality and love. 

We ask for mercy for people in limbo on temporary visas, for safety for those seeking 

permanent protection, for reunion for families who are separated by borders, and for relief 

for those losing hope within our detention systems. 

We pray for First Nations Peoples fighting for justice on their own Lands, for survivors of 

domestic violence and for creation groaning under climate disruption. 

Help us to live out your inclusive love. Help us to live into your Kingdom where all people 

have equal opportunity to belong and flourish. Work through us, towards a just future. 
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