


Step 2:
County Creates Authority

The Montgomery County 
Council, with public input and 
hearings, would undergo a 
process to create an 
independent transit authority 
and establish how it will 
operate.

Step 3: Authority Is Created, 
County Gov. Oversees

Once the authority is created 
and staffed, the County 
Council and Executive will 
continue to have oversight 
powers to set any taxing rates, 
capital budgets, and other 
operations.

Step 1: Enabling Legislation

State legislation is needed 
that will give Montgomery 
County the power to create an 
independent transit authority

We are here.

The creation of an independent transit authority can streamline transit operations, increase system 
visibility and flexibility, and expand service consistent with overall mobility, livability and land 
use goals. Approving this enabling legislation and creating this authority  is the best solution for the 
future of transit in Montgomery County.

Authorities are a common structure for providing transit and are usually 
associated with specific, dedicated funding programs and regional 
cooperation. Many currently exist around the region and country.

New York Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA)
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey (PANYNJ)
Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA)
Mass.: Southeastern Regional Transit Authority (SRTA)
Vermont: Chittenden County Transportation Authority (CCTA)
Virginia: Williamsburg Area Transit Authority (WATA)
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA)

Benefits of an independent transit authority:
Focus: A singularly focused, local agency will enable swifter, higher quality implementation of the Rapid Transit 
network than the state agency currently responsible for planning.
Faster implementation of the RTS means less money required for planning, organizing, and building the system
Reliability: Will establish a stable, reliable, and dedicated source of revenue, critical for successful transit systems
Self determination: The ability for Montgomery County to have control over the design, financing, and operation of 
its own system, rather than depending on state agencies

The county government will approve much 
of the transit authority's financial model, 
including its Capital Improvements, its 
setting of new tax rates, and its imposition 
of any tax. The existing county mass 
transit property tax will be set to zero and 
be replaced by a new tax to support all 
county transit, including the RTS.

Independent, but acountable

The independent transit authority will 
likely be funded by:

The county transit tax, no longer 
subject to county charter limits
The county's capital budget
State and Federal grants
State and private sector contributions
System revenues

Enabling Legislation: Bill MC 24-15
This bill, before the General Assembly, would enable Montgomery 
County to create, through a separate local leislation process, an 
independent transit authority that:

Will take control of and enhance the current Ride-On bus system
Will implement the county's RTS plans, as well as the Corridor 
Cities Transitway
Can establish taxes, not subject to county charter limits, to be set 
by the County Council
Can incur debt and issue revenue bonds
Can acquire property through contract and condemnation
Can enter into contracts and public-private partnerships
Will establish a budget and Capital Improvement Program
Will maintain the county's transit fleet and infrastructure
Will coordinate these activities with other county initiatives, 
Master Plans, and those of other jurisdictions
Will be governed by a board of at least five members

Other details about the authority will be determined through the 
local legislative process, with full public input.
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