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CALL FOR ACADEMIC POSTER PRESENTATIONS 
 
We invite you to submit a proposal for an academic poster presentation to the 2018 
Community Benefits Creating Opportunities Summit. This year's Summit will focus on 
Community Benefit Agreements (CBAs), and will be hosted in partnership between York 
University and Osgoode Hall Law School, the Toronto Community Benefits Network, and the 
DUKE Heights Business Improvement Area.  
 
The purpose of the Summit is to explore local, regional and national economic development 
issues in Canada that can be approached using a community benefits approach. 
 

• Day 1: Friday, March 23, 2018 from 12noon to 8pm at Osgoode Hall Law School, 
Address: York University, 4700 Keele St, North York, ON M3J 1P3  

 
• Day 2: Saturday, March 24, 2018 from 8:30am to 5pm at University of Toronto Faculty of 

Law, Address: 78 Queens Park, Toronto, ON M5S 2C5 
 
CBAs are contractual agreements between community organizations and infrastructure 
or real estate developers, requiring them to provide jobs, social procurement, 
neighbourhood and environmental improvements, including housing and other benefits 
to the community. 
 
The concept of CBAs is finally starting to take roots in Ontario. The Community Benefits 
Framework signed between the Toronto Community Benefits Network and Metrolinx has just 
completed its first year of implementation with significant achievements to note.  It is a model 
that partners want to see replicated in all major infrastructure and urban development projects in 
Canada. 
 
While this Project is in its early stages of development, CBAs is not a new concept. CBAs and 
different variations of CBAs have been successfully used in Canada and North America to 
create jobs and opportunities for underrepresented groups. This poster presentation is meant to 
be a visual representation of research on community benefits sourced locally, nationally and 
internationally from researchers from a variety of academic backgrounds and perspectives. 
 
Do you have relevant research you could contribute to this summit? Submit your poster 
proposal to Natasha Allen at nallen@communitybenefits.ca by Monday, February 
12, 2018 at 11:59 pm. We ask that you summarize your research into clear topics and 
themes and provide any relevant images or graphs that can help to convey your 
message. Your data should be clear, concise and to the point. With the content you 
provide, we will prepare a poster for you that will inspire our audience to explore and 
create ways to dismantle economic barriers.  
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More Details and General Guidelines for the Academic Poster Presentation 
 
We ask that you summarize your research into clear topics and themes and provide any 
relevant images or graphs that can help to convey your message. Your data should be clear, 
concise and to the point. With the content you provide, we will prepare a poster for you that will 
inspire our audience to explore and create ways to dismantle economic barriers. 
 
To supplement your poster, please provide any relevant handouts, and be ready to answer 
questions and explain your findings. You may present research that you have already 
conducted, or you may conduct new research to create your poster. We will accept one 
submission per person or group. 
 
Topics 
 
We invite research that speak to the following topics (remember that your content must relate to 
the Summit’s theme):

● International Cases (can be a 
comparative study) 

● Canadian Cases (can be a 
comparative study) 

● Public Services and Social 
Procurement 

● Infrastructure and Communities 
● Construction and Development 

Projects 
● Land Trusts  
● Natural Resources 
● Environmental Justice and 

Climate Change 
● Social Justice 

● Aboriginal Community 
● Various Racialized Groups     
● Seniors 
● Veterans 
● Disability  
● Children and Youth  
● Newcomers and Refugees 
● Women 
● Equity and Human Rights 
● Housing  
● Education  
● Transportation  
● Workforce, Development and 

Labour
 
Proposal Criteria 
 
In order to be selected to present your research poster, we ask that you submit a proposal 
using the following criteria:   

● Name(s) of researcher(s) 
● Publishing date 
● Title of poster 
● Topic of choice 
● Research abstract (250 words or less) 
● Research outline and overview of each topic (250 words or less per topic) 
● High resolution graphs and images 
● Your proposal must be no longer than one page in length 
● Please submit your proposal in PDF format 

 
Important Dates 
 

● Proposal Submission Deadline: Monday, February 12, 2018 at 11:59 pm 
● Notice of Approval Date: Wednesday, February 19, 2018 
● Poster Review and Approval deadline: Wednesday, February 28th, 2018 
● Poster Display:  Friday, March 23, 2018 from 12noon to 3pm at Osgoode Hall Law 
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School and Saturday, March 24, 2018 from 8:30am to 5pm at University of Toronto 
Faculty of Law 

● Poster Presentation: Friday, March 23, 2018 from 3pm to 4pm at Osgoode Hall Law 
School 

 
Costs  
 
There are no costs associated with submitting a research poster. We will cover the costs of 
designing, printing and displaying your poster, and we will also cover the costs of printing your 
handouts. You are welcome to include additional resources to supplement your presentation, 
however you will be responsible for covering the costs associated with these additional 
resources.  
 
 
How to Submit 
 
Please send all submissions to Natasha Allen at nallen@communitybenefits.ca. Please use the 
following format when sending submissions:  

● Subject line: LAST NAME, FIRST NAME_Summit Proposal 2018 (if you are submitting 
as a group use: LAST NAME, FIRST NAME et. al_Summit Proposal 2018) 

● Please use the same format when naming your PDF and Word files  
 
Additional Comments 
 
Your poster will be viewed by over 300 people at one of the most prestigious law schools in 
Canada, thus your poster will receive maximum exposure for a minimum of two (2) days in a 
highly visible area. You will also have the opportunity to present your poster to approximately 3 
groups of participants. Those who are selected will be given free admission for both days of the 
summit. 
 
We thank all those who have submitted a proposal, however only those selected will be 
contacted. 


