
January 2022 Newsletter

Happy New Year

We wish all of our followers, subscribers, donors, volunteers, and event attendees a healthy and safe
year in 2022. We are looking forward to a year of engagement on the racial integration and equity issues
that deserve our attention and responsive action.
We honored the Community Coalition’s 25th anniversary in 2021 with reflections on the course of
initiatives over the last 25 years. This 25-year milestone will culminate in a large public event in March of
2022 that will include a video history, a panel moderated by Nancy Solomon, a special guest
performance, and a call to action. Stay tuned for this exciting event! For now, we hope everyone will
welcome 2022 by tuning in for an inspirational MLK Observance and by joining the community-wide
Luminary Lighting.

Don’t Miss the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Observance, Volunteer Fair, & Luminary Project

The theme of the 2022 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Observance is
“Serving Something Greater Than Ourselves.”
Join us Monday, January 17, 2022 at 4 pm virtually for this interfaith
celebration of Dr. King which will include stories from people who have
found their "Something Greater," choral selections, and a performance by
CHS Special Dance. Plus, learn about volunteer opportunities.
The observance will close with the community-wide luminary lighting.
Click here to join the full event on Youtube on January 17th.

Get Your Luminaries Today and Join the 2022
MLK Luminary Project!

Following the Dr. King Observance, we invite you to light luminaries
outside as a sign of peace and of your commitment to building Dr.
King's beloved community. Luminaries are available for contactless
pickup from many of your neighbors. For the name of a vendor near
you, send an email to MLKLuminaryProject@gmail.com.
Luminaries are also available from these local stores:
Able Baker, Pet Wants, Sparkhouse Toys, True Salvage, D&I
Fitness, Oh! Canary, A Paper Hat, General Store Cooperative, and
Words bookstore.
Luminaries come in packs of 4 tealights and 4 bags for a suggested
donation of $10. A small number of kits with LED lights for indoor use is
available for $15.

Seton Hall University Hosts Symposium on
MLK Day Seton Hall University Hosts
Symposium on MLK Day

The SOMA community is invited to attend the SHU MLK Day
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Symposium, 9:00-3:00. This year's title: Disciplinary Perspectives
on Racism, Privilege, Justice, and Reconstruction. The event is
offered on line and there is no charge. Click here for more
information.

Connecting through Art in Challenging Times:
Youth Documentary Premiere

Follow four local artists as they share stories with youth
documentarians about their art and how they managed through the
pandemic and other challenges. Watch all four short episodes with
family and friends during the YouTube Premiere on Sunday,
January 9th from 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM or visit the Coalition's
website, Instagram or Facebook pages to view them individually
later. Check here for more information on the event and click here
to watch on January 9th.

The Wealth Gap Equalizer Loan Is Coming
February 1, 2022

We are excited to announce the Wealth Gap Equalizer Loan
Program (WGEL) -- a Special Purpose loan intended to narrow the
wealth and home ownership gap between White and Black or non-
white Hispanic families interested in moving to South Orange and
Maplewood. Visit communitycoalitiononrace.org later this month to
learn more about WGEL.

Looking Ahead to Black History Month

In February, look for these two Coalition-sponsored events:
Reparations in New Jersey, a virtual panel discussion
exploring the concept of reparations and how it is being
addressed here and in other parts of the country
Black History Trivia, a virtual Trivia team competition for
fun and learning on Black History events and individuals  
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