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To build and sustain a community that is racially, culturally, and socially
integrated and truly inclusive, where there is equity and equality for all.

2017 Annual Report

Throughout 2017 we asked how we can create change—especially in a
period of rising residential segregation and of ongoing racial tensions in
communities across the nation in which the likelihood of cross-racial and |
cross-cultural understanding is diminished. In his 1967 book Where Do
We Go from Here? Chaos or Community? Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
wrote that the challenge after the passage of the voting and civil rights
acts would be to gain equity in education, jobs, wages, and housing—
especially during “a new phase of white resistance.” He offered hope
with his vision of the ‘Beloved Community,” in which an “all-inclusive
spirit of sisterhood and brotherhood” would replace bigotry and racism.

At the Coalition on Race, we pursue community over chaos. We wWork t0  cpair Robert A. Marchman
engage people in thoughtful dialogue and relationship-building, in learn-
ing about race and privilege, and in advocacy for policies and

practices that support equity for all members of our community. §
In 2017, our work included all of these efforts through programs =
like:

speaks at the March for Equity

¢ Conversations on Race

¢ Coftfee House Discussions

¢ ‘Talking to Children about Race’ workshop series

e  XRootsFest, our annual multicultural festival

¢ The Civic Engagement Institute

e Analysis of and report on the demographics and residential
patterns affecting our schools and towns

e Anti-bias training

e Advocacy for police reforms, and more

The result has been a notable transformation in the degree to

which people are willing to call out racial bias publicly—

whether in group meetings, in response to civic issues like edu-

cation, policing, housing, neighborhood stability, or on various

local social media forums. And we at the Coalition have seen

growing attendance at our events, more engagement and collab-

oration, and requests for more training.

2017 Talking to Children about Race panel

Coffee House Discussion: Race & Privilege:
Going Deeper.

In 2017 we held 56 pro-integrative events, trainings, and dialogues for over

3,000 people. We invite you to have a look at our 2017 highlights to see how
you can work on integration and inclusion in the coming year.

973-761-6116 www.twotowns.org



2017 Highlights...

The 16th Annual MLK Observance & Volunteer Fair Reminds SOMA
Residents to Stand Together and Speak Out

Hundreds of people of all ages filled the Columbia High School auditorium to honor
Dr. King through music, a sharing of interfaith readings and an affirmation of Dr.
King’s call to action and service. An inspirational speech was given by guest speak-
er LaShawn Y. Warren, the newly appointed Vice President of Faith & Progressive
Policy at the Center for American Progress in Washington D.C. Ms. Warren re-
marked on the irony of celebrating Dr. King’s legacy the same week our country
will inaugurate a new president whose values seem to stand in complete contradic-
tion of everything Dr. King stood for: love, unity, social justice, peace and equality.
She continued, “We find ourselves in uncharted territory, from immigration, polic-
ing, women’s rights, gun violence, climate change and growing income inequality.”
She told the audience that the road ahead of us will not be easy and that we must
consider how our actions affect others.

The Volunteer Fair following the observance featured local community groups that
provided opportunities to serve the community, including feeding the poor and men-
toring young people. Youth were invited to help stuff bags filled with toiletries for
the homeless.

SOMa was Shining with Luminaries on MLK Day

More than 600 homes participated in this year’s Luminary Project in
observance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Each The goal is to
light up the Two Towns with outdoor luminaries as a sign of peace
and solidarity with Dr. King’s vision. We thank everyone for partici-
pating this year and sharing their beautiful luminaries on social media
for the world to see. The luminary kits were put together by a wonder-
ful group of volunteers—including kids and local Girl Scouts—under the
leadership of South Orange resident Patricia Canning,.

17th Annual Conversations on Race

Race & Privilege: Raising Consciousness to Address

Racial Inequities

A panel of four experts inspired passionate dialogue about race and
privilege among the community of 140 attendees from Essex County
and beyond at The Woodland in Maplewood. We brought together a
racially integrated panel that included: Khadijah Costley White, As-
sistant Professor in the Department of Journalism and Media Studies
at Rutgers University; Demelza Baer, Esq., a Policy Counsel for the
New Jersey Institute for Social Justice; Jane Bleasdale, a diversity
consultant whose research is focused on equity and inclusion; and

S e ad i T
David Troutt, Professor of Law, author, and founding director of the  oFh Ty i ', |

Rutgers Center on Law, Inequality, & Metropolitan Equity.

The panel shared their knowledge and experiences about how white
privilege plays out in economics, education, media, housing, the
criminal justice system and other areas of our daily lives. Panelists
were asked to answer questions that ranged from defining
“privilege” to offering suggestions for remedies to minimize the
negative effects of unearned advantages in America.




XRootsFest (crossroots fest) Was a Day of Music,
Dance, and Learning

We had a great day at XRootsFest 2017! This annual
multicultural festival included engaging entertainment
and learning from a wide variety of regional performers
and cultural groups who shared everything from hip hop
dance and music to Native American dance, to African
drumming, to Japanese traditional Taiko drumming, to
Indian classical dance, to Haitian Freedom music, to our
own Columbia High School’s Special Dance, and much
more. A new component at this year’s festival was the
Edu-tainment Tent, in which children and families had
the opportunity to hear a story and to learn about cultural

=

| practices from places around the world.

The Schools Committee

Talking To Children About Race & Identity Three workshops were held on 1) multi-
racial families, 2) having the first conversations about race with preschoolers, and 3)
‘intentional parenting,” including candid talk about race in family life. Attendees learned
how to be intentional in talking about race with children at all ages in order to help them
develop their understanding of racial and cultural identity.

Advocacy for School and Classroom Integration The committee was active in the
meetings for equity and inclusion, and led a session at a communitywide forum on school
demographics and ways to integrate the schools. The committee appeared before the BOE
to express their deep concern about the increasing segregation of the elementary schools,
the need to increase and maintain a diverse staff, and the implementation of the access and
equity policy.

SOMa Integrated Playgroup The playgroup brings together children ages 6 months
to 5 years and their parents/guardians in a relaxed, fun setting, monthly on Saturday morn-
ings.

BOE Candidates Forum Candidates offered their positions on vital issues for our
schools and towns, including the access and equity policy, the continuing minority
achievement gap, and how to create true integration in our schools.

16th Annual Preschool Open House This event provides parents with the opportuni-
ty to learn about all the preschool options in and near our towns. Renee Joyce, Director of
Montrose Early Childhood Center, gave a talk for parents on choosing an appropriate
school for their children.

New Teacher Orientation Co-chairs Carol Barry-Austin & Sue Willis told new teachers
about the Coalition’s advocacy for excellence and equity for all students. New staft were
given a tour of the towns to give them a sense of the variety of neighborhoods and busi-
nesses, the demographics, the history, and venues for school trips and events.

Coffee House Discussions

2017 saw a steep growth in interest and attendance in these quarterly
events. The year began with a talk about the immigration ban and the
perils for undocumented immigrants and those in detention centers. Peo-
ple shared concerns about being an immigrant and supporting SOMa’s
substantial immigrant population. The next discussion was a deeper dive
into the topic of race & privilege. People noted the importance of this
topic in a community where many have an ostensible acceptance of di-
versity but fail to appreciate the racism faced by people of color here
regularly. Later in the year we partnered with the libraries to offer a spe-
cial discussion just for teens at which they identified common race is-
sues and worked on plans to create more supportive environments for
community youth.




Two Film Screenings Provoke Intense Discussions

Before the Trees Was Strange is about one man’s journey growing up ‘white’ in the Bahamas,

to Boston where he was assumed to be ‘black.” The dialogue with filmmaker Derek Burrows
included what race means in places with histories that are different from the United States;
what it means to be white or black and how that can vary in one’s lifetime and within one’s

family; and the hidden stories of families’ racial identities.

A screening of I am Not Your Negro was organized by Essex County Freeholder President
Britnee N. Timberlake and South Orange Village Trustee Deborah Davis Ford. They, along
with Founding Executive Director of EmergeNJ Karen Hilton and Black Parents Workshop
founder Walter Fields, led a powerful panel discussion in response to a series of racial contro-

versies in SOMa.

Foundation, Community, & Local Business Support—Thank You!

Township of Maplewood Cielo Consulting LLC

Village of South Orange Chelsea Set

BCB Community Bank Claire Walters

Benevity Causes Columbia High School Scholarship Fund

Community Foundation Of New Jersey
Congregation Beth El

Congregation Oheb Shalom

Essex County Local Arts Grant

First Baptist Church of South Orange
Fraentzel Foundation

Codey, McKeon, & Jasey
Dancing Blender
Eastside Fitness

Ethical Culture
Freemans Fish Market
Gia Hieu Investment Inc.

Investors Foundation Giants of Jazz
InterACT Productions Gino Food Concessions
Merck Foundation Green Bezel

Hair Chalet
2:2 Boutique Harmeet Kaur
The Able Baker Heather & Suki Realtors
Achieve Foundation Hilton Neighborhood Association
Anthony Garubo Salon Imani's House Of Jewelz
Ashley Market Inkosi Cafe
Baker Street Yoga JD Fitness
Bass Family Chiropractic, PC JCC Metrowest

The Bibliophiles Junior League of the Oranges & Short Hills

Blue Unity Music Andrea G. Katz MD, FAAP, PA
Bunny's Kimaya Kama
Cathy Knapp Kimberly Kelly

2017 INCOME SUMMARY
TOTAL PROJECTED: 170,979

Fundraising &
Donations,

Municipal 52%

Support, 33%

Grants, 8%

Cathy Knapp, Coldwell Bankers
Klean Apron

Krystal Nails

Lakay Atelier

Lee Sports Medicine

Les Saisons Inn

Maplewood Diner

Maplewood Karate

Margaret Adjoga-Otu

Milk Money

Morgan Stanley

National Staffing Associates
North Jersey Chapter Of Links
Pandang Asian Bistro

Papillon 25

Parkwood Diner

Patrina Rose

Playhouse Nursery

Pollock Realty Group/Keller Williams Pollock
Realty Group/Keller Williams
Real Time Pain Relief

Retail Therapy Boutique LLC
S&P to Taste

SOMA Action

South Orange Civic Organization

Celebrating Integration: Our Journey Continues

A spirit of gratitude filled the awards dinner as over 150 people gathered at
The Woodland in Maplewood to honor Dr. Adunni Anderson, Carol Buchan-
an, and Jim Buchanan, all of whom have contributed to our integration
and inclusion mission through their commitments to education, building strong
neighborhoods, and using the music and the arts to bring people together. As-
semblywoman Mila Jasey presented the honorees with state legislative procla-
mations, Senator Corey Booker sent a congratulatory message, and Mayor Vic
DeLuca and Village President Sheena Collum were there along with our many
supporters to celebrate the work accomplished over the last year.

BEEORE THE TREES
S STRANGE

South Orange Frame Shop
South Orange-Maplewood Adult School
Sparkhouse

St. James Gate

Strands

Studio 509 Fitness

Studio 1200

Supreme Dental Associates
Temple Beth Shalom

Temple Sharey Tefilo
Texture

The Framing Mill

The Tenth Muse Gallery
Thomson Blueprints for Living
Tile Design Inspirations
Tristan Nedd

United Way Of Northern New Jersey
Vanessa Pollock

Village Pizzeria

Wine Barrel Maplewood
Words Bookstore

Work and Play

Bennet D Zurofsky Esq

2017 EXPENSE SUMMARY
TOTAL PROJECTED: 144,597

Program
66%

Operating
9%

Fundraising

12%



2017 Contributors: Thank You for Your Support!

Coalition Platinum

Sponsors $5000+
David & Betty Harris
Robert A. & Fay P. Marchman

Coalition Gold Sponsors
$2500+

Fred & Susan Profeta
Leila Gonzalez Sullivan & Charles
Sullivan

Coalition Builders $1000+

Dr. Herman & Adunni Anderson
Clarence & Carol Barry-Austin
Jay & Nancy Dougherty
George Forbes & Dean Dafis
Brad Motta & John O'Grady
Khalil Gibran Muhammad &
Stephanie Lawson-Muhammad
Kelly Quirk

Erin & Matthew Scherzer
Edward & Nancy Stuart

Diane Thomson

Benefactors $400+

Elizabeth & Michael Aaron
Lee Boswell-May

Peter Cardiello & Soyeon Kim
Erica Constable

Abigail & Donald Cotler
Susan & Steve Cramer
Joanna Doran-Paley & Wendy
Doran

Robert & Jane Gilman
Leonard & Debra Grossman
Jim & Karen Hilton

Dorothy & Alfred Kuehn
Dawilla Madsen

Frank & Marie McGehee
Mary Joan & Francis X Murphy
Liz McCarthy & Brian O’Leary
Rev. Terry Richardson

George & Laura Robinson
Edward Schwarz & Sarah Jelin
John & Mary Beth Scherer
Shelley Sherer & Mark Miller
Sally Unsworth Block

Donna & Roy Smith

Sue Willis & Andy Weinberger

Sponsors $200+

Kevin & Lisa Armstrong
Elizabeth Baker & Joel Vande-
vusse

Leonard & Barbara Bornstein
Jeanette Brummell

Bruce Buchanan

James & Patricia Canning
Marcia Leonard & Thomas Carl-
son

Victoria Chou

Art & Libby Christensen
Walter & Sara Clarke

Ellen & Donald Davenport
Vic & Janey Deluca

Virginia & Brian Falconer
Gary Berger & Ulysses Dietz
Alice Baldwin Jones & George
Brandon

Peter & Heather Gilheany
Laura Gilkey

Tisa Gonzales-Giles

Anita Gundanna

Kyung Ha

Pete Hauptman

Laura Prato & Howard Holtz
Mila M. & Neil N. Jasey
Jonathan & Jane Kampner
Robert & Beth Kenselaar
Jennifer & Anthony Leitner
Nabil & Miriam Marshood
Randi & Glenn Metsch-Ampel
Marc Morial & Michelle Miller
Kathleen & Michael Morrison
Kai Moy

Michael Nelson

Susan Newberry

Edith Oxfeld

Mary Sue Price

Deborah & James Purdon
Albert & Sue Marsh Shikiar
Gary Shippy

Gretchen Shook

Michelle Shubin

Indira Singh

Ellen Sleeter

Marcia Solkoff Eskin
Madeline & Steven Tugentman
Barbara Velazquez

Gloria Watson

Christopher Weeks & Catherine
Lankenau-Weeks

Theodore Williams

Dan & Emily Zacharias

Donors $100+

Christopher & Andrea Albrecht
Nkosi Anderson

Dona Anderson

Vicki Herzfeld- & Robert Arlein
Stephen & Barbara Bender
Adam & Adriane Berger
Judith Bernstein

Edward & Delores Bewayo
Chris Black

Alison Blank

Nathaniel Bradburd & Veda
Truesdale

Mary & David Brancaccio
Carol & Jim Buchanan
Lorraine Caputo & Ted Cole
Sandra Carney

Camille & John Carter

Rev. Dumerzier Charles

Amy Coey

Sheena Collum

Carmen A. Corrales

Tegan Culler

Charles & Ada Beth Cutler
Catherine Desjardins

Holly Gauthier & Stuart Deutsch
Anne Wessel Dwyer & Patrick
Dwyer

Andrew Errico

Jim & Wendy Ferruggiaro
Katherine & David Flaxman
Jane Folger

Marie Fosterr

Brendan O'Flaherty & Mary Gal-
lagher

Mattye & Robert Gandel
Wilma Grey

Laurence & Renee Gruenwald
Diane & Mark Haase

Mark & Elizabeth Hall
Rebekah Harris

Barbara Heisler

Martine Ives

Michael Jaffe

John & Linda James

Rebecca Johnson

B. John Kaufman

Lisa Kearney

Diane Simmons & Burt Kimmel-
man

Robert A. & Caral Klein
Melissa Kopecky

Kyle Kroll

Rachel Kruskal

Sarah Lester

Kathleen M. & Gerald Leventhal
Shelley Slafkes & Bruce Levitt
Andrew & Cynthia Lewis
Abigail Liebowitz

Jon & Jenny Lindstrom

John Malitzis

Louis Vogel & Marcelo Mendez
Paulina Marks

Robert McCoy

Julie Snyder & Jeff Melman
Steve Mershon

Michael Mims

Lori Mirabal

Peri Smilow & Budd Mishkin
Kevin O'Connell

Risa & Mark Olinsky

Phylis & Carl Peterman

Sean & Sharon Pidgeon
Jamila Piracci

Rachel Power

Lee Rambeau

Marilyn Reich and David Orgel
Melissa Renny

Troy & Vananza Rhodes
Amelia Riekenberg

Barbara Rosengarten

Nureed Saeed

Eva Samo

Audrey Schaefer

Melvyn & Ann Schaffer
James & Sharon Schwarz
Leigh & Scott Shultz

Carol & Douglas Simon
Matthew Smalls

Corwin Smith

Debra Spruill

Kerry Keane & Mary Thatcher
Keli Tianga

Brenda Valentino

Lisa & Thomas Vilardi

Claire Wallick

Yolande & Kenneth Wasserman
Max & Gale Weisenfeld

Dr. Zachary & Trish Yamba

Friends up to $99

Ralph & Michele Acquaro
Susie & Scott Adamson
Richard Adinaro

Douglas & Denise Brown- Allen
Sylvia Amato

Gervasia Archer

Jason Asbury

Joani & David Ascher

Victor & Mary Auth

Beverley Awbrey

Brian & Roni Bamforth
Stephanie & Moshe Bar Am
Jessa & Derek Barnes

Carla Barry-Austin & Michael
Rufino

Leslie & Jesse Bayer

Richard & Beatrice Cole Berggren
David L. Berry

Bahati & Ahmondylla Best
Jennifer Best

Edward & Ellen Bikales
Kenneth Bingham

Melissa Biren

Innes & Christopher Borstel
Aileen Boyle

George Brandon

John & Beth Branigan

Ausma Briedis

Katherine Brodhead

David & Mindy Schwartz Brown
Jeff Bruckner

James Bryant

Joan & Harvey Bucholtz

John Buschman

Allison Busch-Vogel

Virginia Byrne & Dundon Reilly
Rose Campano

Bonnie Carter

Oliver Cato

Buena Chilstrom

Julie Clark

Ruth Clark

Jason Clark

Albert Clarke

Ben & Joan Cohen

Treasure & Richard Cohen
Sharon & Arnold Cohen
Catherine Cronin

Ernest D'Amato

Chester & Barbara Ensign
Jonathan Ratner & Pamela Erens
Barnaby & Suzette Evans
Clary Feigenbaum

Natalie Fisher

Mary Fisk

Laurie & Jane Bean-Folkes
Joseph S. & Marina Hernandez-
Ford

Nancy & Pierre Gagnier
Annelise Genin

Rick Gilman

Molly Gise

Timothy & Crystal Glynn
Lorraine Goldenberg

Leah and David Gomberg
Mark & Robin Gordon

David & Nancy Boyd Grant
David & Salamatou Greeley
Donald & Ellen Greenfield
Mindy Greenspan & Jess Gordon
Adwoa Gyebi

Anne Harding

Christie & Jim Harrington
Jeanine & Herve Heriveaux
Kimberly & Thomas lacoviello
Lynn & Lowell Jacobs
Kimberly Kelly

Leena Khandwala

Kendra Kinney

Phil Kirsch

John & Cathy Knapp

Alissa Koval-Dhaliwal

Scott E. & Jacqueline C. Lahey
Marcia LeBeau

Betty Levin

Martin J. & Judy Forrest Levine
Judy & Ken Levy

Burt & Mada Liebman

Jon Lindsay

Rebecca Linn Rebhorn

Riki Lipitz

Marianne Lloyd

Gary Lampley & Elma Lockhart
Ralph & Dena Lowenbach
Frank Lowenkron Deale & Ruth
Lowenkron

Helen Makarushka-Kolodiy
Edward Marcoux

Joy & Jeff Markel

Fran McBride & Lou lozzi
Susan Wood & Grant McCool
Elizabeth & Vincent McMahon
Valyrie Laedlein & Bob McPhillips
Linda & Hugo Monformoso
David & Linda Mastrodonato
Sipiwe Moyo

David Myers

Claire & Aaron Nierenberg
Alan & Pat Noel

Valencia Norman

Sigrid & Darryl Novak

Amy Higer & Michael Paris
Jessica Payne

John D. Pearson

Angel Perez

Jose & Jill Perez-Fox
Lawrence & Rebecca Petraccaro
Carol and Robert Petrallia
Michael & Vicky Petruzziello
Nikolaos and Gina Plaitakis
Marc and Rayna Pomper
Irwin & Blossom Primer
Lawrence Neher & Deborah Prinz
Alexander & Tara Ragone
Kathryn & James Reilly

Maria Ricardo

Michael & Cynthia Rintzler
Harry & Patricia Robinson
Janet Rosenthal

Andrew & Katherine Roth
Audrey Rowe & Abdul Mubarak
Jocelyn Cleary & Richard Ryan
Brian Saber

Gary & Jessica Sachs

Barbara Salz & Travis Gering
David & Norma Schechner
Eric Schwartz

Dorothy Scull

Ellen Seidman

Ken & Valerie Siegel

Ruth & Peter Simmons

Mary Sims

Alice & Burt Solomon

Elliot Sommer

Muriel Storey

Sarah Sulkowski

Wayne & Deborah Sullivan
Clarissa Templin

Elizabeth Testa

Regina Tindall

Jules & Susan Titelbaum
Louise M. Travis

Gloria Turner

Nancy & Richard Vader
Cynthia & Joe Vengraitis
Edwina Verner

Barbara Wade

Helaine & Jerry Warshaw

Bob Kison & Julie Weinberg
Florence & William Weisz
Jenny and Martin Winters
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Coalition on Race Advo-
cates for Police Reform
Building on the work we
began in 2014 to end racial
profiling and to become a
model of fair and unbiased
policing, Chair Robert A.
Marchman and ED Nancy
Gagnier met with the police
chiefs to discuss improved community policing; anti-bias train-
ing; more opportunities to interact with youth; and community
concerns about racial profiling. In addition, the Trustees issued
a Call For Reform Of Police Practices And An End To Police
Abuse Of Black Residents and participated in intergroup col-
laborations on police accountability, joining SOMA Justice, the
Black Parents Workshop, MAPSO FreedomSchool, and SOMA
Action to demand changes in biased and harmful police practic-
es in our towns.

March for Equality; Vigil for Charlottesville; March for
Racial Justice Trustees marched and Coalition Chair Rob-
ert A. Marchman spoke to support those who are victimized by
racist, anti-Semitic, homophobic and misogynistic hate groups.
“We must persist in demanding change from elected officials
and hold them accountable, we must speak up and call out fam-
ily, friends and others who make offensive comments, we must
hold companies accountable who promote and benefit from the
spread of hate, educate the ill-informed, and we must volunteer
and participate in organizations that are making a difference.”

'i facebook.com/Community.Coalition
@coalitiononrace

You

CoalitionOnRace

@ communitycoalitiononrace

Anti-Bias and Cultural Competency Training in SOMa
and Beyond The Executive Director and Program Direc-
tor presented two training sessions for a regional service or-
ganization in cultural competency to support its efforts to be
more diverse and to develop culturally sensitive services.
They were also invited to do an in-service training on anti-
bias education with the Maplewood Middle School staff. The
presentations generated productive questions and conversa-
tion on privilege, stereotype threat, implicit bias, and how to
discuss racial, ethnic and culturally-based experiences and
difference with students as well as colleagues.

Coalition Demographics Report Reveals Important
Information on Community Diversity and School Inte-
gration

We presented the report before the Seth Boyden community,
Presidents Council, and the Board of Education to highlight
SOMa’s school integration and changing demographics is-
sues. We then used the report at the district’s Town Hall on
Equity & Inclusion to share the history of school integra-
tion in SOMa and to generate potential solutions to current
integration needs from the community.

For the complete report, visit our website.

The SOCO 47th Annual
MLK Celebration hon-
ored 3 amazing women
for their contributions to
the community—and all
are part of the Coalition
on Race: Abigail Cotler,
Coalition Trustee; Sue - -
Willis, Coalition Trustee; and Patricia Canning, leader of
the Luminary Project and Schools Committee volunteer.




