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During 2016 we celebrated 20 years of work on intentional 

integration and true inclusion in the towns of South Orange 

and Maplewood—one of the most difficult years in our na-

tion’s recent history in terms of racial violence and during a 

campaign season that was marked by the most demeaning ste-

reotypes. We always have seen our mission as critical and as 

an ongoing effort, but the events of 2016 gave a special urgen-

cy to our work.  

While the Coalition’s mission is right and good, make no mis-

take—this is risky work. It took vision to form the organiza-

tion, and courage to lay claim to—not to mention act on—the 

belief that two towns could counter racism and build an inte-

grated community in a racially segregated region, in a nation 

habituated to turning a blind eye to both a racist past and the 

possibility of an inclusive future. Nonetheless, we have re-

mained committed to the Coalitions’ key pro-integrative strat-

egies: 

 to promote dialogue and understanding on race-related 

issues 

 to promote strong and sustained robust demand by all ra-

cial groups for housing in every area of our community 

 to work toward a school district that is stably integrated 

overall, where students of all races are expected and en-

couraged to excel 

 to encourage civic, governmental, business, and commu-

nity organizations to be inclusive and value integration in 

policies, practices, programs and partnerships 

We continue to stand by those strategies today, as we must in 

a nation where we are witness to the ongoing, debilitating, and 

sometimes deadly effects of racism and segregation. We 

promise to work consistently to help individuals and institu-

tions value and appreciate racial and cultural differences, view 

diversity as a benefit, interact respectfully, and advocate for 

change whenever equity for all members of the community is at risk. 

We invite you to have a look at our 2016 highlights and find your place with 

us in the coming year. 

Our Mission: 

Community & State leaders join together 
to  sing  ‘We Shall Overcome’ at the 2016  
MLK Observance. 

2016 ‘Celebrating Integration’ Honorees 

2016 Civic Engagement Institute trainers 
and graduates 

2016 Annual Report 



The 15th Annual MLK Observance & Volunteer Fair was a wonderful 

display of our towns’ commitment to integration and inclusion.  

Over 500 people gathered at Congregation Beth El to be with fellow resi-

dents and to reflect on the message of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Michelle 

Miller, CBS News correspondent and South Orange resident, gave a pas-

sionate, heartfelt, and sober speech on the need to truly heed Dr. King’s 

message: Dr. King reminds of us our responsibility to do, not just be.” She 

praised the community even while acknowledging that even here, where we 

works so hard at building relationships across racial lines and try to be inclusive 

of all voices, people of color face racism. Everyone made this day a stirring 

reminder of all that we are here in South Orange and Maplewood and all that 

we have yet to do. 

The Volunteer Fair followed the service. Over 20 local nonprofit and volun-

teer service organizations hosted tables where they met with attendees. Dona-

tions of canned goods, toiletries, glasses, and knitting supplies were collected 

for various charities as well. 

2 0 1 6  H i g h l i g h t s . . .  

Conversations on Race with Dr. Beverly Daniel Tatum 

Dr. Tatum, retired Spelman President, presented a moving speech on race 

in America to over 200 residents during the 16th annual Conversations on 

Race. After nearly 20 years since her first visit, Dr. Tatum reprised the top-

ic based on her book Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the 

Cafeteria? and conducted a Q&A session.  

She reminded us that we are not living in a post-racial world, but rather in 

a 21st-century version of the Reconstruction era. Although there have been 

gains, there are reactionary forces among racist populations that are gain-

ing ground and finding new leaders who echo their “silent hate.” She re-

minded the audience that they have more power than they think to exercise 

leadership: 

“Everyone has a sphere of influence, such as family, friends, and col-

leagues,” said Dr. Tatum. “Here’s my charge to all of you: use your so-

cial network to take a stand, disrupt the cycle, and ask difficult questions. 

We are all part of a chain. We should set the example, knowing that oth-

ers will follow.”  

3rd Annual Luminary Project Lights Up the Towns 

Despite some very cold and windy weather, hundreds of families joined 

together in this effort to display our community’s dedication to integra-

tion and inclusion. The luminary kits were put together by a wonderful 

group of volunteers–including kids and local Girl Scouts–under the 

leadership of South Orange resident Patricia Canning.  

Moving from Distress to Solutions 

We convened a second gathering to join in conversation at Oheb Shalom 

Congregation after racist and anti-Semitic images were posted on social 

media by students. Our goal was to deal with the high degree of frustration 

in the community over the lack of progress and responsiveness when con-

fronted with racist and anti-Semitic incidents and the ongoing need to learn 

how to talk about race and religion with deeper understanding and without 

fear.  



The Schools Committee  

Talking to Children about Race &The Construction of Race These two 

workshops were led by Dr. Khyati Joshi to support teachers & parents in gain-

ing anti-bias and social justice knowledge and strategies for multi-cultural edu-

cation and parenting.  

SOMa Integrated Playgroup Now in its 3rd year , the playgroup br ings to-

gether children ages 6 months to 5 years and their parents/guardians in a re-

laxed, fun setting, monthly on Saturday mornings. Visit the Facebook group 

at SOMa Integrated Play Group for more information. 

Planning Ahead Parents of middle school kids attended this hands-on 

workshop to learn about CHS graduation requirements, college expectations, 

the role of sports and extra-curriculars, plus important information about differ-

ent course designations like AP, honors, and advanced honors. 

BOE Candidates Forum Candidates offered their  positions on vital issues 

for our schools and towns including the access and equity policy, the continuing 

minority achievement gap, and  how to create true integration in our schools.  

15th Annual Preschool Open House This event provides parents with the 

opportunity to learn about all the preschools options in and near our towns. 

Renee Joyce, Director of Montrose Early Childhood Center, gave a talk for par-

ents on choosing an appropriate school for their children. 

New Teacher Orientation Co-chairs Carol Barry-Austin and Sue Willis told 

new teachers about the Coalition and it’s commitment to excellence & equity 

for all students. New staff were provided with a Coalition-led tour of the two 

towns so that they become better acquainted with all of SOMa.  

XRootsFest (cross-roots fest) Promoted Multicultural Exchange 

XRootsFest presented a variety of 

music and dance from different cul-

tures along with a field full of ven-

dors. People were treated to acts 

like Segunda Quimbamba, Ecuado-

rian music from Ayazamana Cultu-

tal Center, Creations Dance Acade-

my who performed classical Indian and Bollywood dance, the 

Usaama Dance Company who performed dance along with songs 

and drums, Rara Pa Nou, a group performing festival music from 

Haiti that celebrates freedom, Biwanko–Japanese drumming, and 

American as well as Irish Folk music. 

Coffee House Discussions 

2016 saw the second year of these meet-ups where locals work on emerging top-

ics and delve deeper into issues of concern. We began the year with a discussion 

about what sports & clubs are racially representative and which attract single 

groups and why. 

Following the #Notinourtwotowns event in August, we held a discussion about 

policing in our towns. People shared their experiences and concerns about im-

proving community relations with police. Action steps were developed for resi-

dents and police, including developing better relationships, understanding your 

rights and obligations, and dealing with profiling and implicit bias. 

In December, Maplewood resident and journalist Topher Sanders started the con-

versation by sharing his New York Times Op-Ed piece, ”Only White People” 

Said the Little Girl . In the wake of post-election acts overt racism in the nation, 

attendees shared ideas about how to talk about race at home with family, with 

children, and how to respond when confronted with racist comments–whether at 

home or in public.  



Foundation, Community, & Corporate Support—Thank You! 

Village of South Orange 

Township Of Maplewood 

Essex County Local Arts Grant  

Fraentzel Foundation 

Friends of Burgdorff Cultural Center 

Merck Foundation 

 

Able Baker 

Achieve Foundation 

Adult School 

Allied Printers 

Ambiance Jewelers 

Clarence Barry-Austin  

Bass Family Chiropractic 

Bill & Harry’s 

Blue Unity Music 

Boccone Restaurant 

Bunny's 

CHS Scholarship Fund 

Cha Mai's 

Ethical Culture Society 

First Baptist of South Orange 

Freemans Fish Market 

Garden State Elder Care 

Hair Chalet 

Heather & Suki Realtors 

Inkosi Café 

Interact Theatre Productions 

Macaroni Kid 

Maplewood Diner 

Mila Jasey & John McKeon 

Mona Lisa Framing 

Kimaya Kama 

Cathy Knapp, Realtor 

Lee Sports Medicine 

Levitt & Slafkes 

Jina McGriff 

Maplewood Animal Hospital 

Marks Paneth LLP 

Matters Magazine 

Modern Auto Body 

Montrose Realty 

National Staffing Assoc. 

Noel & Company 

P&P Lawnmowers 

Papillon 25 Restaurant 

Pandang 

Parkwood Diner 

Peoples Bank, Jason Geary 

Vanessa Pollock, Realtor 

Christian Quaritius, Realtor 

Realty 33 

Ricalton's 

Riccardi Brothers 

S&P to taste 

SOCO 

SOMA Adult School 

SOPAC 

South Orange Chiropractic Center 

South Orange Elks 

Sparkhouse Kids 

St. George's Church 

Stoney’s 

studio 509 fitness 

SOMA for Animals 

Temple Beth Shalom 

Temple Sharey Tefilo-Israel 

Texture 

The Tenth Muse Gallery 

Thomson Blueprints For Living 

Toro Loco 

Total Care Endodontics & Microsurgery 

Town & Country Collision 

Umoja Dance Studio 

Usborne Books & More 

Steven Vannoy Photography 

Barbara Velazquez 

Village Pizzaria 

Whole Foods Market 

Winchester Gardens 

Words Bookstore 

Evan Zwillman 

Celebrating Integration: Many Voices-One Community 

At the annual dinner, we celebrated 20 years of intentional integration–

all the programs, strategies, and events that have supported building an 

inclusive community where all people are welcome. We were pleased 

to have Assemblywoman Mila Jasey, Maplewood Mayor Vic DeLuca, 

and South Orange Village Trustee Walter Clarke to present the awards. 

We honored all the chairs of the Board of Trustees and the Executive 

Directors over the life of the organization for demonstrating their com-

mitment and leadership to racial integration and inclusion. Pictured left 

are honorees Leila Gonzalez Sullivan, Fred Profeta, Barbara Heisler, 

Estelle Greenberg, Nancy Gagnier, Carol Barry-Austin, M. Sue Willis, 

Robert A. Marchman. Honorees not pictured are Marlon Brownlee, 

Robin Burns Saunders, Anthony Greene, & the late Chip Madsen. 

Integration through the Arts supports creative, sustainable communities by using the 

arts to bring together people of different races and cultural backgrounds and to build authen-

tic relationships across racial boundaries. Through a grant from the Essex County Local 

Arts Program, we sponsored 2 workshop series in 2016: 

My Story: SOMA’s Diversity Captured in Two-Minute Shorts in which participants learned 

how to create video vignettes about life and experiences in our diverse South Orange/

Maplewood community using smart phones.   

The Shekere Maker Project: participants created and learned to play the Shekere with Ah-

mondhylla Best (pictured right)– a West African gourd instrument and were invited to play 

the instruments that they created during the drumming circle activity at XRootsFest. 



2016 Contributors :  T hank  You for  Your  Sup p or t !  

Coalition Platinum Sponsors 

$5000+ 

Fred & Susan Profeta 
 

Coalition Gold Sponsors $2500+ 

Donald & Ellen Greenfield 

David & Betty Harris 
 

Coalition Builders $1000+ 

Robert A. & Fay P. Marchman 

Clarence & Carol Barry-Austin 

Nancy & Pierre Gagnier 

Leila Gonzalez Sullivan 

Mila & Neil Jasey 

Dr. James & Joan Lee 

Frank & Marie McGehee 

Edward & Nancy Stuart  
 

Benefactors $400+ 

Lee Boswell-May 

Alice Baldwin Jones & George Bran-

don  

Peter Cardiello  

Susan & Steve Cramer 

Sally Chew 

Abigail & Donald Cotler 

Gary Berger & Ulysses Dietz 

Mary Joan & Francis X. Murphy  

Brian O’Leary & Liz McCarthy 

John & Mary Beth Scherer 

Christopher Weeks & Catherine 

Lankenau-Weeks 

Dawilla Madsen  

George & Laura Robinson 

Erin and Matt Scherzer 

Meredith Sue Willis & Andrew Wein-

berger 

Sanford & Zella Felzenberg  
 

Sponsors $250+ 

Nancy Adams  

Dr. Herman & Adunni Anderson 

Elizabeth Baker & Joel Vandevusse 

Bugen Family Fund 

Jean Campbell & Patrick Morrissy  

Walter & Sara Clarke 

Jay & Nancy Dougherty 

Lisa Duggan 

Anne Wessel Dwyer & Patrick Dwyer 

Virginia & Brian Falconer 

Robert Gregson  

Leonard & Debra Grossman 

Laura Prato & Howard Holtz 

Sarah Jelin 

Sheila B. Kenny & Jon Simmons 

Rachel Kruskal 

Mark & Stacey Lawrence 

Nina & Steven Lerner 

Stuart & Beth Levene 

Michael Nelson 

Rabbi Jesse Olitzky 

Edith Oxfeld 

Phylis & Carl Peterman 

Edward Schwarz  

Leigh & Scott Shultz 

Gwendolyn Slaton 

Corwin Smith 

Elliot Sommer 

Diane Thomson 

Barbara Velazquez 

Nubia Wilson 

Marvin & Rhona Wyche  

Dan & Emily Zacharias 
 

Donors $100+ 

Susie & Scott Adamson 

Edward & Barbara Becker 

Christoph & Pamela Black 

Barbara & Leonard Bornstein 

Jeanette Brummell 

Carol & Jim Buchanan 

John Buschman 

James & Patricia Canning  

Rich & Marjorie Cariello 

Camille & John Carter 

Dumerzier Charles  

Buena Chilstrom 

Margery & Frederick Cohen 

Samuel M. Convissor 

Carmen A. Corrales  

Jacqueline Cusack 

Charles & Ada Beth Cutler 

Ellen & Donald Davenport 

Shanaease & James Davis 

Vic & Janey DeLuca 

Holly Gauthier & Stuart Deutsch 

Jim & Wendy Ferruggiaro  

Al & Shirley Fields 

Jane Folger  

Selena Fox & Joseph Perez  

Michael Francaviglia 

Linda Gadsby 

Mattye & Robert Gandel 

Laura Gilkey 

Estelle Greenberg 

Jeffrey & Laura Greif 

Amy & Michael Harris 

Pete Hauptman 

Bibi Hayakawa 

Heather Silvestri 

Jim & Karen Hilton 

Michael Jaffe 

John & Linda James  

Rhonda Johnson & Joseph Williams 

John Kaufman 

Dr. Gregory LaMorte  

Jennifer & Anthony Leitner 

Kathleen M. & Gerald Leventhal 

Marc Morial & Michelle Miller  

Paulina Marks  

Mary Sue Price 

Paula McGovern 

Valyrie Laedlein & Bob McPhillips 

Shelley Sherer & Mark Miller 

Lori Mirabal 

Budd Mishkin & Peri Smilow  

Mitch Gross & Carolyn Vandusen 

Sheila Murphy 

Harold Nielsen 

Sigrid & Darryl Novak  

Susan Pendelton & Timothy Gill 

Kenneth Pettis 

Marc & Rayna Pomper 

Irwin & Blossom Primer 

Deborah Prinz & Lawrence Neher  

Robert & Robin Rabinowitz 

Jane Rauen  

Troy & Vananza Rhodes 

Joan Richardson & Sally McGrath  

Chris Sabin 

Barbara Salz & Travis Gering 

Eva Samo 

James & Sharon Schwarz 

Elaine Sclar 

Dale & Victoria Shuster 

Carol & Douglas Simon 

Lisa Spann 

Chris Stetson  

Muriel Storey 

Mary Thatcher & Kerry Keane 

Keli & Frank Tianga 

Louis Vogel & Marcelo Mendez,  

Helaine & Jerry Warshaw  

William Webster 

Julie Weinberg & Roberto Kison  

Max Weisenfeld  

Audrey M. Winkler & Len Tempest  

Dr. Zachary & Trish Yamba 
 

Friends up to $99 

Nancy Abramson 

Elizabeth & Michael Aaron 

Richard Adinaro  

Sylvia Amato 

Rosale Ana 

Theresa Andrews 

Manuales Artes  

Elliot & Claire Asarnow 

Sharifa Atkins 

Dr. Victor & Mary Auth 

Mary Babiarz 

Patricia M Bannan 

Peter Barnett  

Aliyah Baruchin 

Leslie & Jesse Bayer 

Adam & Adriane Berger 

Richard & Beatrice Cole Berggren 

Arthur & Tina Bernstein-Camins 

Bahati & Ahmondylla Best 

Melissa Biren  

Les & Leslie Blatt 

Joseph Bowen 

Ausma Briedis 

David & Mindy Schwartz Brown 

Jane & Ronald Brown 

Jeff Bruckner 

James Bryant 

Joan & Harvey Bucholtz 

Allison Busch-Vogel 

Thomas Carlson & Marcia Leonard 

Shawn Grain Carter 

Marvin & Rene Clawson 

Amy Merlino Coey 

Treasure & Richard Cohen 

Philip & Barbara A Cokorinos 

Sheena Collum 

Carol Cornicelli 

Barbara & Martin Cotler 

Francine Cowan 

Jeffrey & Sylvia Cutler 

Catherine Desjardins 

Beth Dobrish  

Maura Egan 

Marilyn Eglovitch  

Chester & Barbara Ensign 

Anna & Farrell Fand 

Katherine Fasciano 

Clary Feigenbaum 

Catherine Fisher 

Joseph S. & Marina Hernandez-Ford 

Rocky & Deborah Davis Ford 

Stephen & Sandra Kaplan Friedland-

er 

Darren Galatt 

Judith & Marc Gaston 

Arturo & Shelly Gigante 

Howard & Alice Robinson-Gilman 

Stuart Gold 

Barry & Lorraine Goldenberg 

Mark & Robin Gordon 

Chamaine Graff 

Gail Greenstein 

Noel Gregory  

Alexandra Guerrieri  

Diane & Mark Haase  

Mary Beth Walsh & John Hack 

Jeri Harmon 

Christie & Jim Harrington  

Barbara Heisler 

Vicki & Robert Herzfeld-Arlein 

Edward & Emily Hyans 

Cheryl & Fields Jackson 

Lynn & Lowell Jacobs 

Robert & Janet Kast 

Phil Kirsch 

John Knapp 

Jonathan Kohn  

Yvette Kruvant  

Grace Otto Kurak 

Scott E. & Jacqueline C. Lahey 

Lois Larkey 

Jeanine Launay 

Tina Lehn 

Betty Levin  

Judy & Kenneth Levy 

Rebecca Linn 

Mageline Little 

Elma Lockhart & Gary Lampley  

Ralph & Dena Lowenbach  

Ruth Lowenkron & Frank Deale  

Joy & Jeff Markel 

Lori Martin 

Grant McCool & Susan Wood  

Elizabeth & Vincent McMahon 

Roger & Jean Mease  

Steve Mershon 

Suzanne & Norman Metz 

Charles Sangree 

Claire & Aaron Nierenberg 

Valencia Norman 

Edwin Nourse 

Lisa Novemsky 

Olivia Pristera 

Lauren Ordower 

Joyce Paton 

Rhonda Panken 

Sarah & Geneva Paul 

Gregory Peach & Lynn Conover 

John D. Pearson 

Myrial Pedersen 

Charles & Sheila Perruzzi 

Lawrence & Rebecca Petraccaro 

Carol & Robert Petrallia 

Karen Pettis 

Melissa Pierre 

Yveline Pierre  

Sarah Plevinsky  

Syline Poteat 

Margaret V. Prentice & John Dyson  

Alia Ramer  

Jeannine Redd 

Barbara Rosengarten 

Miriam Rosenstein 

Audrey Rowe & Abdul Mubarak 

Richard Ryan & Jocelyn Cleary 

Crawford Sabin 

Gary & Jessica Sachs 

Edison Salazar  

Stephen Schnall 

Eric Schwartz 

Hattie Segal 

Noel Siegel 

Ellen Sleeter 

Theressa Smith  

Alice & Burt Solomon 

Faith Stallings 

William Stoever 

Michael Summersgill 

Elizabeth Testa 

Patricia & William Thornton 

Regina Tindall 

Louise M. Travis  

Margaret & Martin Tuohy  

David F. Ullman 

Nancy & Richard Vader 

Kenny Vaughan & Tracy Carroll 

Cynthia & Joe Vengraitis 

Joan Walsh 

Lloyd E. & Odell  W. Washington 

Alison Weir 

Richard Wener & Ginny Kurshan 

Scott Revere Wild & Deb Wild  

Dorian Wilson  

Eleanor Winslow 

Linda Zonis 
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South Orange/Maplewood 

Community Coalition on Race 
516 Prospect Street, Maplewood, NJ 07040 

B U I L D I N G  I N C L U S I V E  C O M M U N I T I E S  S I N C E  1 9 9 6  

SOCO held its 46th Annual MLK Celebration at which 

Dallas Jackson and Steve 

Latz received the Beloved 

Community Awards. 

They have served local 

causes for decades. Dr. A. 

Zachary Yamba, President 

Emeritus of Essex County 

Community College, was the keynote speaker. With quiet 

grace and passion, he described how critical community col-

leges are for so many young people.  

SOMa Residents Speak Out at #NotinourTwoTowns 

Event about racial violence in the nation. This powerful 

event was led by Move-

ment with a Purpose 

and the SOMa Clergy 

Association, along with 

the townships of South 

Orange and Maplewood 

and the Coalition on 

Race, all under the banner of #NotinourTwoTowns. Below 

is the Pledge: 

‘We, the elected officials, clergy, law enforcement officers, 

business owners, civic organizations, students, and residents 

of South Orange & Maplewood pledge #Notinourtwotowns. 

We are committed to ensuring that there is no place for sys-

temic racism in our towns, that no one is safe until everyone 

is safe. We commit to not judging others based on their 

physical appearances, and to facing and fixing local injustic-

es whenever and wherever they exist because we also know 

that unresolved racism and injustice feed permissiveness 

and hopelessness which are breeding grounds for violence. 

We are committed to taking a stand against all forms of vio-

lence and do not affirm it under any circumstances. We rec-

ognize that while we are not all guilty, we are all responsi-

ble, and only together and united, can we ensure that bigot-

ry, hate, and systemic racism has no place in South Orange 

or Maplewood—not in our two towns!’ 

Same Essential Mission, New Words 

Racial Integration and true inclusion have been at the heart 

of our mission since its inception. Our Board adopted new 

wording that stays true to those core concepts:  

Mission: To build and sustain a community that is racially, 

culturally and socially integrated and truly inclusive, where 

there is equity and equality for all. 

Vision: We aspire to be a community that is a model for the 

nation in which people of different races, ethnic groups and 

backgrounds can interact, form friendships and participate 

fully in the community’s economic, political, civic, educa-

tional and cultural life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 SOMa Demographics Report 

We looked at demographic trends in our towns to see if we 

could gain some insight into emerging trends in our de-

mographics. We asked the following questions: 

• What have SOMA’s demographics looked like over the 

last 20 years? And where are we now? 

• Are there observable trends that forecast our future demo-

graphic profile? 

• What do these changes mean for our integration mission? 

For the full report, visit our website.  

CoalitionOnRace 

communitycoalitiononrace 

facebook.com/Community.Coalition 

@coalitiononrace 


