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A Courageous Community

W
e believe that we live in a courageous com-
munity. There are few towns in our nation 
that have taken integration as seriously as 

we do here in Maplewood and South Orange. We 
know that it takes courage to do what it takes to 
be a truly inclusive community. That’s why we 
can proudly say that we stand as the rejoinder to  
Attorney General Eric Holder’s recent comment 
that America is “a nation of cowards” when it 
comes to talking about race. We do talk to each 
other about race and have been for the 12 years 
the Coalition has been in existence. With the very 
concrete efforts of the Community Coalition on 
Race, willing to take on the tough questions and 
to take positive steps toward integration, we build a stronger commu-
nity—a more desirable place to live—every day.

How do we benefit our community?   
The Coalition brings value by:

u Stimulating a slowing housing market through story  
placements, advertising, and free tours 

u Promoting excellence and equity in our schools for  
all students 

u Engaging residents of all races in community  
building activities and providing opportunities for  
learning and conversation that are critical to building  
a racially inclusive community, one that is a model  
across the state

u Engaging a diverse and talented group of volunteers  
to run the committees that are essential to our  
pro-integrative efforts

The Community Coalition on Race 
is a nonprofit, community-based or-
ganization, supported by the town 
governments of South Orange and  
Maplewood, private donations, founda-
tions and grants, that strives to build and 
sustain a community that is truly inclu-
sive and racially integrated in schools, 
civic life, housing patterns, business and 
government. Our events and commit-
tee work in 2008—highlighted in this  
annual report—show just how much  
we foster the health and welfare of our 
two towns. Read on to see how we are 
Living the Vision…

Continued on page 8
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	 To achieve and sustain the  
benefits of a thriving, racially integrated and truly  

inclusive community that serves as a model for the nation. 

Our Vision:

 Nancy Gagnier, Executive Director and  
Marlon K Brownlee, Board Chair

We are excited—and honored—tohave the privilege  
of serving as Executive Director and Board Chair of 
this organization at this historic time. The election 
of President Barack Obama shows how far our coun-
try has come. That he has been chosen to offer his  
talents to serve the nation’s common good is a sign of 
our strength. At the Community Coalition on Race, 
we work to reach out to all members of our towns to 

encourage them to bring their talents to benefit our 
local community. Only by working to make it possible 
for anyone to participate in any aspect of community 
life will we begin to live together in a truly inclusive 
community. We encourage you to support our work 
with your financial contributions and we welcome you 
to join our efforts by attending an event or joining one 
of our committees!

Engaging Our Leadership 

Living the VisionOn June 26th of 2008, the Trustees voted 
on and adopted a newly worded mission 
statement:  

OUR STATEMENT OF  
BEL IEFS  AND MISS ION

We believe that:

u Honest dialogue between racial 
groups without the constraints 
of fear is essential to building 
meaningful relationships 
with-in our organization and 
in our community and in our 
world.

u Racial integration, true inclu-
sion, and racially sensitive  
communities of faith will 
ultimately benefit the entire 
community in all areas that 
contribute to quality of life, 
including schools, housing 
values, civic life, business, and 
government.   

u Our efforts to achieve a racially 
integrated and inclusive 
community need to be both 
intentional and clear  
in language and actions.

u The benefits of a racially inte-
grated and truly inclusive 
community cannot be attained 
without taking risks and 
positions that may challenge 
existing ideas.  

Therefore, our mission is to 
become a community that  
fully exemplifies thriving 
racial integration and true 
inclusion.

South Orange Village President–Doug Newman, Trustees Sue Willis  
and Carol Barry-Austin, past Maplewood Mayor–Ken Pettis,  

Maplewood Township Committee Member–Kathy Leventhal,  
current Maplewood Mayor–Vic Deluca,  

State Assemblyman John McKeon at Coalition 2008 Gala

The Trustees began  
October—Coal i t ion  
Month—with a Gala 
fundraiser. They celebrat-
ed their achievements  
and honored pro-integra-
tive advocate Don De-
Marco, from Fund for an 
OPEN Society, who spent 
ten years as our advisor 
and consultant.

Continued from page 1

Sharing What We Have 
Learned

 On September 26th, the Coalition was in-
vited to share its experience in organizing 
arts events that encourage integration at the 
“Strengthening Diverse Communities 

Through the Arts” conference jointly spon-
sored by Rutgers University, Fund for an  
OPEN Society and NJ State League  
of Municipalities in Camden. Coalition  
Program Director, Audrey Rowe, made a  

presentation on past Coalition and community events including  
Two Towns in Harmony, Two Towns–the Play, Two Towns Sing-
ins, and  . The invitation affirmed the progress that the  
Coalition has made towards its goal of our towns becoming the model for 
a vibrant and stably integrated community in the state of NJ, the region 
and the nation. 

Audrey Rowe, Coalition Program Director
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Publicizing Our Great  
Community

	 	 	 	
The Coalition marketed South Orange and Maple-
wood through free tours of the community for home-
buyers and realtors. The Coalition’s Realtor Tour, held 
on April 16th, and the Coalition’s Tour Committee ef-
forts were featured by The Star Ledger newspaper and 
NJ TV station WMBC. Our Marketing Committee 
also attracts homebuyers and visitors with regional and 
national media placements and paid advertising.

Living the VisionB
Celebrating Our Inclusiveness

I
mam Wahy ud-Deen Shareef praised the 
bold and unique vision of the Coalition and 
the South Orange/Maplewood Community 

to invite a Muslim imam to speak in a Jewish 
synagogue in celebration of the African Ameri-
can Baptist preacher, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
That sentiment was shared by more than 400 res-
idents and neighbors who gathered on Jan. 21 at 
Congregation Beth El to celebrate the Coalition’s 
Seventh Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
Imam Shareef ’s message, calling individuals to 
serve, was combined with interfaith readings and 
selections from local choir—Voices in Harmony, 
followed by a Volunteer Fair offering attendees 
community service opportunities. The South 
Orange/Maplewood Community Coalition on 
Race Partnered with the African American Jewish  
Coalition to plan and host this event.   

Congressmen Payne & Pascrell join Community Coalition  
Chair Carol Barry-Austin and African American Jewish Coalition 

Chair Richard Kuperman at MLK Service  

Realtors Take the 2008 Coalition Tour

Michael Nelson
Rivka & Peter Nelson
Thea & Richard Okin
Edith Oxfeld
Gregory Peach
Rose Perez
Sharon & Sean Pidgeon
Dr. Clement Price
Robert & Robin Rabinowitz
Stephen Shiman
Dale Shuster
Peri Smilow
Nancy Sobieski
David & Barbara Stoller
Elizabeth Testa
Natalie Thigpen
Charles & Judith Thompson
Roberta Elliott & Charles 

Wantman
Kenneth & Yolande Wasserman
Zachary Yamba
 

Donors $50-$99
Stephanie & Moshe BarAm
Margaret McBrien & Kirk 

Barrett
Howard Becker
Beatrice & Richard Berggren
Leslie Alan & Leslie Sue Blatt
Leonard & Barbara Bornstein
Mindy Schwartz & David 

Brown
Leander Brown
Jim & Patricia Canning
Ted Cole & Lorraine Caputo
Marvin & Rene Clawson
Ben & Joan Cohen
Patti & Steve Coleman
Martin & Barbara Cotler
Steve & Susan Cramer
Lorette & Donald Demarco
Edward & Jeanne Duffy
Barbara Huber & Charles 

Ensign
Anna & Farrell Fand
Steven & Sandra Kaplan  

Friedlander
Robert & Mattye Gandel
James George
Travis & Barbara Salz Gering
James & Patricia Giese
Joseph & Mary Gluck

Jason & Diane Grant
David & Salamatou Greeley
Richard Guess
Peter & Aleida Hauptman
Jane Hoffman
Amy Miano & Maurice  

Hryshko
Emily & Dean Kameros
Jerome Kaplan
B. John Kaufman
Julie Weinberg & Bob Kison
Robert & Caral Klein
Valyrie Laedlein
Kenneth Lehn
Andra Marx & Mark Madonna
Paulina Marks
Sally McGrath
Lindsay & James McHugh
Assemblyman John McKeon
Stephen Mershon
Lori Mirabal
Sheila Murphy
Golda & Michael Och
Michael and Amy Higer Paris
John & Frances Pavick
Lawrence Neher & Deborah 

Prinz
Ken Goldenberg & Christian 

Quaritius
Rebecca Linn & James Rebhorn
George Robinson
Stephen & Judith Rodner
Abdul Alim Mubarak &  

Audrey Rowe
Arnold & Hattie Segal
Peter Simmons
Joan Stewart
Bill & Peggy Tally
David Ullman
Lloyd & Odell Washington
Richard Wener
Christine R. West
Charles & Angela Williams
Janet Wolkoff
Doris Anne Younger
Cynthia Zimpfer
Jessica Nutik & Mark Zitter
 

Contributors Up  
to $49 
Richard P. and Sandra Adinaro
Sylvia & Sol Amato

Elliot & Claire Asarnow
Victor & Mary Auth
Mitchell & Haydee Baculy
Brian & Roni Bamforth
Jesse & Leslie Bayer
Edward D. Bewayo
David Berry
Lisa & Andrew Block
Elaine Blumgart
Denise Brown-Allen
Wendy and Arnold Budin
Richard & Treasure Cohen
Donna & Edward D’Amato
Michele F. Davis
Marco & Patricia DeLuca
Marilyn Eglovitch
Neville & Janice Evans
Jane & Laurie Folkes
James & Patricia Giese
Howard and Alice Gilman
Lorraine Goldenberg
Mark & Robin Gordon
Peter & Rebecca Greene
Edward & Emily Hyans
Seth & Erving Katz
Daniel & Elaine Katz
Burt Kimmelman
John & Margaret Koeniger
Yvette Kruvant
Scott & Jacqueline Lahey
Judy & Marty Levine
Judy & Ken Levy
Erica Lippitz
Nabil & Miriam Marshood
Liz McMahon
Barbara Meyerson
Harold & Lorraine Mills
Gertrude Morris
Scott & Lisa Murray
Patti Nathan
Elizabeth Ngonzi
Henry & Carolyn Niemitz
Claire & Aaron Nierenberg
Arthur & Gina Nisbeth
Peter Parsons
Alex & Tara Ragone
James Robertson
Harvey & Eva Samo
Louise Sanders
Kathleen & Dawn Julien  

Sanders-Ballard
Bruce & Donna Schaefer
Cheryl Schwartz-Stern

Raymond Scott
Charles & Norma Sherman
Elizabeth Slevin
William Stoever
Lana H. & Gene Stokes
Richard & Nancy Vader
Cynthia Vengratis 
J. Warshaw 
Maria Webb 
Stanley & Leah Weiss 
Maureen Whelan 

Foundations &  
Corporate Donors  
AIG Matching Grants Program  
Choi’s Valley Cleaners  
Congregation Beth El  
Creating Connections  
Cuoto DeFranco & Magone  
Deleet Merchandising Corp.  
East Orange General Hospital  
Eisai Inc.  
Essex County Local Arts  

Program  
First Baptist Church of South 

Orange  
Frame Shop of South Orange  
Fund For An Open Society  
Governor Corzine Foundation  
Hair Chalet  
James A. Schwarz Philanthropic 

Fund  
Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation  
Lee’s Cleaners  
Matters Magazine  
Mia Cose Bella  
Prospect Presbyterian Church  
Prudential Foundation  
Puffin Foundation, Ltd.  
RocketShip & Print  
Signal Graphics 
South Orange Civic  

Organization 
St. Paul A.M.E. Church 
Tzedaka Fund, Congergation 

Beth El 
Unitarian Church of Summit 
Valley National Bank 
Victor Goldblatt & Company 
Village Auto Body 

Please accept our apology if your contribution was omitted in error. Notify 
our office and we will make corrections in our next print publication.
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Living the Vision

Innovating to Promote  
Integration

The Coalition’s Spring Forum, Conversations on 
Race: Language, Stereotypes and Communication opened 
in the CHS cafeteria with improvisations based on real 
conversations by South Orange/Maplewood residents.
After viewing the reenactments, the fifty attendees were 
eager to discuss their interpretations and expand their 
understanding. Moderator Rev. Vanessa Rush South-
ern was joined by panelists Rev. Sandye Wilson and Dr. 
James Van Oosting who offered their perspectives on 
bias in language. This use of drama to deepen interac-
tion is part of the Coalition’s Integration through the Arts 
program.

Building Community  
Through Shared Experiences

Over 50 residents who love to sing gathered weekly 
from October 15th through November 19th to learn 
music from diverse traditions, taught by a racially  
diverse team of professional music performers who also 
live here. The results were enriching musical experiences, 
new friendships and a stellar performance shared with 
neighbors, friends and family at the SOMS Little Theater 
on November 23rd.

This was the third year for Two Towns Sing-in and it is 
now officially a cornerstone of the Coalition’s Integration  
Through the Arts program. By bringing people of differ-
ent races together around common and relaxing interests, 
such as singing, reading, theater, etc., we seek to nurture 
relationships across racial boundaries. This program, as 
well as the MLK Celebration, was made possible in part 
by funds from the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/
Department of State, a Partner Agency of the National 
Endowment for the Arts and administered by the Essex 
County Division of Cultural and Historic Affairs.

Playwrights’ Theatre of NJ Council on the Arts Actors

2008  Boa r d  of  T r u s t e e s 
OFFICERS

Carol Barry-Austin, Chair

Marlon K Brownlee, Vice Chair

Linda Gadsby, Vice Chair

Burt Liebman, Vice Chair

Meredith Sue Willis, Vice Chair

TRUSTEES

Atha Baugh 
Adrienne Bolden 

David Bressen 
Annette DePalma 

Nancy Grant 
Jeffrey Gruenwald 

Stacey Jennings, ex officio 
William “Chip” Madsen  

Robert Marchman 
James Nathenson 

Douglas Newman, ex officio 
Kenneth A. Pettis, ex officio 
Fred R. Profeta Jr., ex officio 

George Robinson 
Dr. Leonard Santucci 
J.P., Edward M. Stuart 

Dawn Williams

STAFF

Nancy Gagnier, Executive Director

Audrey W. Rowe, Program Director

Rene Conlon, Office Administrator

Consultants

Barbara Heisler Williams,  
Fund for an OPEN Society

Emilio Panasci, Fund for an OPEN Society
Beth Fand, Publicist

Reaching Out to the Community

In 2008, the Coalition staffed Ambassador tables at  
community-wide events. These outreach efforts provide 
a means for interacting with South Orange/Maplewood  
residents to inform them about the work of the  
Coalition and how that work impacts the quality  
of life in our community. The goal is to enlist residents 
as participants and volunteers with the Coalition, as  
well as with other civic and governmental  
organizations, with  special emphasis on attracting  
the racially underrepresented to particular committees, 
projects and organizations.

New South Orange Residents Visit Coalition Ambassador Table 

2008 Two Towns Sing-in Rehearsal

2008 Income Summary

Total $121,033

  Gifts–37%
  Village of South Orange–28%
  Maplewood Township–31%
  Grants–3%
  Other–1%

2008 Expense Summary

Total $118,387

  Programs Expense–70%
  Operating Expense–30%
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Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
                 (as you would like it to appear in South Orange/Maplewood Community Coalition on Race publication or acknowledgement)
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City  ____________________________________________________________   State_______________ Z ip ______________________________

Email  Address  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone________________________________________________________________

Please make your check payable to
South Orange/Maplewood Community Coalition on Race.

All gifts are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The Coalition is registered  
as a 501(c)(3)charitable organization in the State of New Jersey. 

Coalit ion Builders 
$1000+ 
Carol & Clarence Barry-Austin
Michelle R. Donato
Neil & Mila Jasey
Burt & Mada Liebman
William & Dawilla Madsen
James & Mary Anne  

Nathenson
Fred & Susan Profeta
Edward & Nancy Stuart
Jack Tiner
 

Benefactors $500+ 
Atha Baugh
Jessica Reiner & David Bressen
Robert & Buena Chilstrom
James & Karen Hilton
Jean Campbell & Patrick  

Morrissy
Nonie & Francis Murphy
Ken & Karen Pettis
Andrew Weinberger &  

Meredith Sue Willis
 

Patrons $250-$499 
Rowland Bennett

Ulysses Dietz & Gary Berger
Charles & Emily Bibbins
Richard & Nancy Bohn
Adrienne Bolden
Marlon Brownlee
Sam & Carol Convissor
Carmen Corrales
Darcy Hall & Wayne Eastman
Don & Ellen Greenfield
Edward & Dorothea Hoffner
Laura Prato & Howard Holtz
Curtis & Phyliss Hudson
John & Linda James
Joseph Kruskal
Stuart & Beth Levene
Kathy & Jerry Leventhal
Shelley Slafkes & Bruce Levitt
Andrew and Cynthia Lewis
Randy Rabney & Fran  

Lichtman
Sarah Macyshyn
Judith Miller
James & Mary Ann Nathenson
John Pearson
Miriam & Paul Breen  

Peretsman
Phyllis Peterman
Marc & Rayna Pomper
John Dyson & Margaret 

Prentice

Jim & Kathryn Reilly
Terry Richardson
Leonard Santucci
John & Mary Beth Scherer
Albert & Sue Marsh Shikiar
Dr. Ron & Arlene Silikovitz
Paul & Mary Ann Spencer
Dawn Williams
Mitchell Williams
Joyce Baldinucci & Mark 

Winkler
 

Sponsors $100-$249 
Janet Albright
David & Joani Ascher
William Calabrese
Marjorie Cariello
Don & Marisa Case
Ellen Chen
Sherrie & Donald Cleary
Fred & Margery Cohen
Donald & Abigail Cotler
Ada Beth and Chuck Cutler
Donald & Ellen Davenport
Vic DeLuca
Annette DePalma
Nadaline Dworkin
Gail Safian & Jay Eisenberg
Marcia Eskin

Zella & Sandford Felzenberg
Wendy Zelnick & James  

Ferruggiaro
Linda Gadsby
Nancy & Pierre Gagnier
Mary Gallagher
Kent Gibson &  

Ralph Buchalter
Jessica Shalom & Richard 

Greenberg
Richard and Ellen Goldstein
Mary Theroux & John Gross
Bill & Jane Hanley
Peter Heinze
Amy Miano & Maurice  

Hryshko
James & Sharon Schwarz
Madeline Kouvaras
Joseph Kruskal
Michael & Constance Labat
Richard & Sabrina Laine
Bruno Lee
Joan & James Lee
Steven & Meryl Levine
Stuart & Laura Litwin
Chris Reggio & Joseph  

Manning
Robert & Fay Marchman
Joy & Jeff Markel
Julie Snyder & Jeffrey Melman

Contributors

Communicating Candidly & 
Respectfully

The eloquence and wisdom of Dr. King’s speeches  
were used as catalysts for a small group discussion  
series that explored a different speech each week  
between October 18th and November 19th.  
The series closed with a rousing reenactment of 
Dr. King by local resident Kenny Vaughan. The 
event was sponsored by the Interfaith Outreach  
Committee of the Coalition, with support and par-
ticipation from the Ethical Culture Society of Essex 
County.

Kenny Vaughan Re-enacts Dr. King “Drum Major” Speech

2008 Preschool Open House Attendees

516 Prospect St.
P.O. Box 1309
Maplewood, N.J. 07040
www.twotowns.org

In addition to my donation, a matching gift will be made to  
South Orange/Maplewood Community Coalition on Race  
by the following organization:
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________

Yes! I want to support
South Orange/Maplewood Community Coalition on Race.

q Coalition Builder $1000  
q $500           q $250             q $100  
q $50            q $25               q Other ____________
q Contact me about an endowment gift

Method of Payment: 
q Check enclosed  
q Please bill my credit card. 
q Discover    q MasterCard   q Visa
Credit Card Number:                                               Expiration Date:

_______________________________________/_____/____
Signature Required:

________________________________________________ Preparing For Equity and  
Excellence

Close to 200 parents and 23 pre-K programs par-
ticipated in the Seventh Annual Preschool Open 
House event hosted jointly by the Coalition’s  
Neighborhood Association & Civic Life and the 
Schools Committees at Columbia High School on 
November 11th. This effort assists parents in finding  
early child education options that successfully prepare 
all children in our community to perform equally well 
in Kindergarten and beyond. 
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