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Looking Forword
R

acial integration in the United States is, unfortunately, a rare and 
precious thing. The communities of South Orange and Maple-
wood are proud of their racial integration, but history tells us that 

staying integrated into the future requires intentional policies and a lot 
of work. For more than twelve years, our two town governments and 
our citizens have been working to make this a reality. 

Maplewood and South Orange continue to set the standard for what an ideal 
community looks like in the 21st century, and you, our neighbors are responsible. 
We can all read the headlines around the country and recognize that there is much 
work to be done. We can be proud that, as a community, we do not accept intoler-
ance. We continue to strive for equity and excellence in our schools and for a com-
munity that is truly inclusive.

On the following pages, you will read about some of the public activities that 
have given us national, as well as local recognition. Our robust promotions program 
has resulted in publicity in the New York Times, Star Ledger, regional and national 
magazines, as well as impressionistic praise on YouTube. At the same time, we con-
tinue to assess our efforts to meet the needs of our evolving communities.

To that end, we are in the final stages of our Strategic Plan. One of the things we 
have been discussing in our Strategic Planning process is whether or not the word 
“integration” goes far enough in describing the changes that we envision. It is, for 
example, possible for our towns to be racially integrated by the numbers but still fall 
far short of the truly integrated ideal. We can even have people of different races live 
in every other house, but if we do not ever enter each other’s homes—if we as adults 
do not develop personal relationships across race, are we truly integrated? We have 
for this reason begun to use “inclusive” alongside “integration” in an attempt to cap-
ture and amplify our ideal, that all people should feel and be valued and welcomed 
for who they are, as well as what they can contribute to our community—not just 
in our real estate efforts, but in our schools, interfaith communities, civic organiza-
tions, businesses, municipal governments and every aspect of our life together.

As we continue to grapple with these important issues as a community, I encour-
age you to join us and continue to support our efforts with your volunteer time 
and/or financial contributions. Together, we have the power to shape the future of 
integration, not only in South Orange and Maplewood, but also across the nation. 

Carol Barry-Austin

Board Chair

I became a Coalition 
Trustee after retiring 

from the Maplewood 
Township Committee 
when my third term 
ended on December 31, 

2002. I am now a member of the 
Coalition’s Executive Committee.

I have lived over half of my life 
in Maplewood. In 1972, Mada and 
I were living in Forest Hills with 
our two children, Sara 5 and Dan 
only months old.  We needed more 
room and began looking for a house 
in New Jersey—between New York 
where Mada’s parents lived and sub-
urban Philadelphia where my par-
ents lived. My friend, with whom I 
shared an office in a downtown New 
York law firm, suggested that we look 
in Maplewood where he grew up. 
In our second week of house-hunt-
ing, we came to Maplewood, fell in 
love with the town, and bought our 
house on Euclid Avenue. We moved 
into our house in June 1972—in the 
middle of hurricane Agnes.

We moved to Maplewood for 
most of the same reasons that people 
are still moving to Maplewood and 
South Orange: wonderful housing 
stock, beautiful trees, welcoming 
people and good schools. Although 
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nonprofit organization working for a 
community that is truly inclusive and racially 

integrated — free of segregation in housing 
patteerns, schools and community involvement.A
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there was a significant Jewish minor-
ity in Maplewood and South Orange 
then, the towns seemed racially ho-
mogeneous, essentially white. There 
had been clubs restricted against Jews, 
Blacks and others, vestiges of overt 
prejudice. 

In the 1980s there were some rac-
ist incidents in Maplewood. The re-
sponses were community-wide cel-
ebration of diversity, largely organized 
by Friends and Neighbors (a merger 
of South Orange Neighbors and Ma-
plewood Friends), a South Orange-
Maplewood League of Women Vot-
ers’ Forum on Race Relations, efforts 
to create a South Orange/Maplewood 
Human Relations Committee and a 
Maplewood community development 
commission. That the Coalition took 
root and flourished is no surprise given 
this reaction.

In the mid-1990s, the racial mix in 
the high school was changing. Census 
data suggested that parts of the towns 
were re-segregating, and “for sale” 
signs were popping up like mushrooms 
all over town, or so it seemed. I and 
the other members of the Maplewood 
Township Committee were concerned. 
With the active support of Mayor Dav-
enport, I convened an ad hoc group of 
citizens (a committee that was never 
named) to discuss perceptions and 
misperceptions and what action might 
be taken. Fred Profeta, a participant in 
the group, brought a news article about 
an integration consultant, Don De-
Marco, to the attention of the group. 
Mr. DeMarco of Fund for an Open 
Society came to talk to the governing 
bodies of South Orange and Maple-
wood, the School Board, and the pub-
lic about pro-integrative strategy. This 

led to the formation of an intergov-
ernmental task force which incorpo-
rated as the private/non profit Racial 
Balance Task Force that subsequently 
became the South Orange/Maplewood 
Community Coalition on Race. I was 
an advocate for the organization as a 
member of the Township Commit-
tee, strongly supporting town funding 
for it, believing then as I do now that 
if we do not talk about race, if we do 
not try to understand one another, the 
malignancy that is racism, although 
in remission from time to time, will 
be forever with us. South Orange and 
Maplewood and the Coalition have 
made much progress since 1996, but 
there is more to do. Our sages tell us 
you are not obliged to finish the task, 
neither are you free to neglect it. And 
if not now, when?

Looking Back ontinued

South Orange/Maplewood
COMMUNITY COALITION on Race
516 Prospect Street
Maplewood, NJ 07040

Non-Profit
Organization

U.S.Postage PAID
Maplewood, NJ
Permit No. 135

Two Towns, One Community   F   www.twotowns.org



January 2007
• MLK Event: January 15th: The IOC Committee sponsored the  

Coalition’s annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day event at St. Georges 
Church in Maplewood attracting 310 residents and friends. Voices in Har-
mony singers provided an excellent musical compliment to the program.  
Hendriks Davis, Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity Newark, 
was the keynote speaker. A Volunteer Fair and reception followed.

February 2007
• TwoTowns One Book 2007 Book Discussion Group for Whose 

Afraid of a Large Black Man by Charles Barkley was held February 13th 
at the Maplewood Library.

• This was the first year for inclusion of a children’s selection for 
TTOB, Billie of Fish House Lane. Closing events were held for the 
children’s book at the Maplewood Library on July 12th and at South 
Orange Library on July 17th. The author, Meredith Sue Willis, held 
about 16 children and 5 parents totally engaged during these two book 
discussions and the students made personalized canvas book bags as 
souvenirs of the events.  

March 2007
• The Parent Advocacy Workshop was held at Clinton Elementary 

School on March 20th to educate parens of elementary school students 
to help their students achieve success in the South Orange/Maplewood 
School District. Facilitator and role play leaders were Coalition volun-
teers, Dr. Linda Cameron-psychologist and diversity specialist Mary 
James Edwards.

• The same workshop was repeated at Seth Boyden on October 16th 
for elementary Parents, then again at South Orange Middle school for 
Middle school parents October 30th.

April  2007
• Eighteen realtors representing Weichert (Mpld & SH), Burgdorff 

(Mpld. & SH), Caldwell Banker, Prudential and Century 21–Emma 
participated in the Annual Realtor Tour conducted April 24th by Tour-
ing Committee guide, Brad Takahashi and Program Director, Audrey 
Rowe. 

• Highlighting Columbia High School: Facts, Fears & Folklore?, a 
workshop concieved and presented by CHS student Samiel Cameron 
was sponsored by the Coalition and CHS Home & School Association 

2007 Annual Highlights

SO/M families gather to honor and build on Dr. King’s legacy

Parents Explore Becoming Better Advocates for their Children
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Emanuel Magid
Jeanette  Manilow
Vincent & Elizabeth McMahon
Barbara Meyerson
Emil & Patricia Neu
Henry & Carolyn  Niemitz
Claire & Aaron Nierenberg
Gina & Arthur Nisbeth
Peter & Bernadette Parsons
Sylvia Pearl
Lawrence Neher & Deborah Prinz
Harold & Florence Rader
The Ragone Family
Carolyn  Rawlins
Jennifer & David Robinson
Geralyn Robinson
William & Mary Grace Robinson
Hetty Rosenstein
Audrey Rowe
Louise G. Saunders
Bruce & Donna Schafer
Dr. Charlena Sears
Alan Seebol
Charles & Norma Sherman
Burt Kimmelman & Diane Simmons
Arthur Rose & Joanne Sockle
Mira & Gerald Stillman
William Stoever
Bonnie Tessler
Susan & Jules Titelbaum
Raymond & PhyllisVanDyke
Lisa Vilandi
Hanie & JerryWarshaw
Maria Webb
Stanley & Leah Weiss
Maureen Whelan
Sam Whinery
Thomas Willshire
Audrey Winkler
Janet & Neal Wolkoff
Susan Vercheak & Bennet Zurofsky

Foundations & Corporate 
Donors

A Touch of Light
AT&T
Choi’s Valley Cleaners, Inc.
Classic Fitness, Inc.
Clawson’s Architectures LLC
Cluck University Chicken
Creating Connections LLC
Creative Organizing
Deleet Merchandising Corp.
Frame Shop of South Orange
Friends of the Burgdorff  

Cultural Center, Inc. 
Hair Chalet
Health & Wellness Professional  

Network
J West Design Inc.
Jane of All Trade
Lee’s Cleaners
Maplewood Camera
Mia Cose Bella
Mona Lisa Gallery & Framing
Net Nomads Café
NJ State Council on the Arts
Pure Progress
Ridge Tire & Auto Center, Inc.
Roman Gourmet
Saint Paul A.M.E. Church
Seton Hall University
Siren Music LLC
South Orange Civic Association
Temple Sharey Tefilo-Israel
The Orange Tree
The Prescription Counter
Tzedaka Fund of the Morning  

Minyan of Congregation Bel El
Village Belle

2007 Expense Summary
  Programs Expense–71%
  Operating Expense–29%

Total $140,315

2007 Income Summary
  Gifts–41%
  Village of South Orange–27%
  Maplewood Township–27%
  Other–5%

Total $141,338

2007  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s 
Officers

Carol Barry-Austin, Vice Chair

Linda Gadsby, Vice Chair

Jeff Gruenwald, Vice Chair

Burt Liebman, Vice Chair

Robert Marchman, Vice Chair

Natalie Thigpen, Vice Chair

Meredith Sue Willis, Vice Chair

Trustees

Atha Baugh, Adrienne Bolden, David Bressen
Marlon Brownlee, Annette DePalma, Nancy Grant

Stacey Jennings, ex officio, Nonie Murphy,  
Douglas Newman, ex officio, John Pearson,  

Ken Pettis, ex officio,Hon. Fred R. Profeta, Jr., ex officio,
George B. Robinson, Dr. Leonard Santucci, JP,  

Edward Stuart, Dr. Dawn Williams

Coalition Staff

Robin Burns Saunders, Executive Director

Audrey Rowe, Program Director

Don DeMarco, OPEN
Barbara Heisler Williams, OPEN

Joy Kalfus, Publicist

Samiel Cameron, Creator of ‘Highlighting Columbia High School: “Facts, Fears & 
Folklore”

TwoTowns: One Book: Joanne Beckerich, Meredith Sue Willis, Audrey Rowe and 
Nancy Janow



Coalit ion Builders $1000+
Pat  Bell
Charles Bibbins
Patrick Morrissy & Jean Campbell
Robert  & Buena Chilstrom
Art & Libby Christensen
Beth & Paul  Daugherty
David & Nancy Grant
Neil & Mila Jasey
Joan & James Lee
Steven & Nina Lerner
Burt & Mada Liebman
Nonie & Francis Murphy
James Nathenson
John & Kathleen Nye
John Pearson
Fred & Susan Profeta
James & Kathryn Reilly
Kevin Rhodes
Edward & Nancy Stuart

Benefactors $500+
Carol & Clarence Barry-Austin
Atha & Kim Baugh
David Wise & Debra Chudnow
Carmen Corrales
Linda Gadsby
Jeffrey & Ilene  Gruenwald
Richard & Carol Hendrix
John & Linda James
Robert MacDonnell
Robert & Fay Marchman
Scott & Lisa Murray
John Dyson & Margaret  Prentice
Barbara & David Stoller
Meredith Sue Willis
Carl & Marion Wolf

Patrons $250–$499 	
Gary Berger
Leonard & Barbara Bornstein
Dave Bressen
Felice Londa & Stacy Brodsky
Marlon & Jeaniene Brownlee
James & Patricia Canning
Rene Clawson
Charles & Ada Beth Cutler
Nadaline Dworkin
Edward & Dorothea Hoffner
Rahman & Sandra Karriem
Joseph & Rachel Kruskal
Alfred & Dorothy Kuehn
Richard & Sabrina Laine
Kathleen & Gerald  Leventhal
William & Dawilla Madsen
Joy & Jeff Markel
Phylis & Carl	 Peterman
Ken Pettis
Randy Rabney
George & Laura Robinson

Leonard & Donna Santucci
Natalie Monroe Thigpen
Jack Tiner
David & Julia Warren
Diane Hughes & William Webster
Dawn L. Williams

Sponsors $100  -  $249
Elizabeth Meola Aaron  

& Michael Aaron
Susan & Bill Adelson
David & Joani Ascher
Beverly Awbrey
Andrew Bernstein  

& Ethel Bernstein Sidney
Craig Goldstein & Laura Bessey
Kenneth Bingham
Richard & Nancy Bohn
Adrienne & Ed Bolden
Harold & Elaine Braff
Leander Brown 
Johanna Ginsberg  

& Mark Brownstein
Carol & Jame Buchanan
Kenyon & Dorothy Burke
Richard & Marjorie Cariello
Donald & Elizabeth Cleary
Margery & Frederick Cohen
Samuel Convissor
John Hicks & Andrea Correll
Bill & Nancy Dailey
Donald & Ellen Davenport
Michelle Davis
Annette DePalma
Zela & Sanford Felzenberg
Robert & Pamela Ferguson
John Gardenhire
Stuart Deutsch & Holly Gauthier
Robert & Jane Gilman
Ellen & Richard Goldstein
Richard & Jessica Greenberg
Susan Guthrie Fu
Roslyn Diamond & Michael Harnett
Benjamin Williams  

& Barbara Heisler-Williams
Steven Gussen & Stacy Hirschberg
Christian Horne
Lynn & Lowell Jacobs
Emily & Dean Kameros
Daniela Lavalva
Steven & Meryl Levine
Jon & Jenny Lindstrom
Richard & Harriet Liroff
Stuart Litwin & Laura Baskes Litwin
Kirk Barrett & Margaret McBrien
Stephen Mershon
Hugo & Linda Monformoso
Mary Lacey & Derek Murphy
Douglas Newman
Edith Oxfeld
Sharon & Sean Pidgeon

Kathryn Davidson & Richard Porter
Howard Holtz & Laura Prato
Kenneth Goldenberg  

& Christian Quaritius
Joseph Manning & Christoper Reggio
Travis Gering & Barbara Salz
David Schechner
John & Mary Beth Scherer
Cheryl Schwartz-Stern
James & Sharon Schwarz
Kim & Kevin Serratore
Roseann Sharo
Dale Shuster
Peri Smilow
Elizabeth Testa
James Loadholt & Diane  Thomson
David  Ullman Jr.
Roberta Elliott & Charles Wantman
Yolande & Ken Wasserman
Dione M. Williams
H. O’Neil & Barbara Williams
Eleanor Winslow
A. Zachary Yamba
Emily & Dan Zacharias

Donors $50–$99
Gordon & Sara Agress
Anna Alexander
Bernard & Marcia Altschuler
Elliot & Claire Asarnow
Edward Becker
Richard & Beatrice  Berggren
Leslie Alan & Leslie Sue Blatt
Nancy Brice
Arnold & Sharon Cohen
Joan & Ben Cohen
Steven & Patrice Coleman
Donald & Abigail Cotler
Barbara & Martin Cotler
Deborah Davis Ford
Edward & Jeanne Duffy
Norman & Barbara  Ertel
James Worrell & Elizabeth Fleming
Bela Gajary
Brendan O’Flaherty  

& Mary Gallagher
Robert & Mattye Gandel
Michael & Alyssa Gasper
Elizabeth Geary-Archer
Stewart & Sarah Glickman
Jim Gordon
Shawn  Grain Carter
Donald & Ellen Greenfield
Mark & Elizabeth Hall
Peter & Aleida	 Hauptman
Karen & Jim Hilton
Stacey & James Jennings
Kathleen Sanders-Ballard  

& Dawn Julien
Jerome Kaplan
B. John  Kaufman

2007 Contributors
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2007 Annual Highlights Continued

Speakers Bureau

The Coalition’s Speakers Bu-
reau was developed at the begin-
ning of this 2007 as a vehicle 
for trustees and other Coalition 
volunteers to meet and dialogue 
with civic organizations, neigh-
borhoods associations, clubs 
and other groups in South Or-
ange and Maplewood about the 
organization’s mission, goals and 
current activities.  Letters an-
nouncing the program and in-
viting requests for speaking were 
to close to 100 local organizations.

The first Coalition Speakers Bureau event was held at 
Ethical Culture Society of Essex County   Sunday, February 
25th in Maplewood.  A panel, including Coalition Execu-
tive Committee Members Jeff Gruenwald, Natalie Thigpen 
and Meredith Sue Willis, was joined by Program Director, 
Audrey Rowe as they shared information about the Coaltion 
and answered questions from approximately 30 attendees. 
The second Speakers Bureau engagement with Maplewood 
Chamber of Commerce was held on March 28th with 25 
people attending.  The next Speakers Bureau engagement 
was April 30th with the African American Jewish Coalition 
which serves Essex County and whose cofounder, Rich Co-
hen, lives in Maplewood.

YouTube

At the suggestion of the Coalition Marketing Commit-
tee, award winning videographer and Columbia High School 
alumnus, Cris Thorne, created a video tribute to South Or-
ange/Maplewood on YouTube entitled Two Towns. The 
Marketing Committee plans to launch more Internet video 
and advertorial projects promoting the Two Towns.  You can 

view the current video by log-
ging on to http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=KTXKNy-s. 

External  Market ing: 

In 2007, Coalition staff 
mailed 117 information packets 
promoting South Orange/Ma-
plewood in response to requests 
received by email, through the 
www.twotowns.org web site and 
the 1-800-CLOSEBY telephone 
number. Most requests resulted 
from referrals by friends and rel-

atives and from Coalition ads placed in Brooklyn, The New 
York Times, Hoboken or Art Times newspapers.

Twelve free tours of South Orange/Maplewood  were 
conducted by the Touring Committee for 23 prospective 
home buyers in 2007.

2007  Ambassador Program Summary

You May have run into coalition volunteers at one of the 
fourteen events that we hosted. This year Coalition Trustees 
and volunteers interacted with 1600 residents and friends. 
225 people registered to receive ongoing information from 
the Coalition.

Events Hosted by the Coalition:

Jeff Gruenwald, Natalie Thigpen and Meredith Sue Willis speak at Ethical Culture 
Society Platform

Reaching Out

MLK Observance 
BOE Candidates Night
Elijah Sing-In
Facts Fears Folklore  
     Workshop (2)
Mayfest
Annual Realtor Tour
Two Towns-One Book (2)	

South Orange Newcomers
Welcome to Maplewood 
Integration Matters! Forum
Report to the Community
Parent Advocacy  
     Workshops (2)
Preschool Open House

Dr. john a. powell interacts with forum participants

Superintendent, Brian Osborne, to about 60 residents who came out 
to listen and comment on the work of the organization.

November 2007
• Twenty-three childcare and preschool agencies participated in 

the November 14th Preschool Open House to be jointly sponsored 
by the NA&CL and Schools Committee. 180 parents attended with 
guidelines for Pre-Kindergarten provided by Mark Quiles, Principal 
of Seth Boyden Demonstration School. 

December 2007
• The year ended with our annual Holiday gathering of trustees, 

volunteers and friends for a buffet dinner and drinks at Cryan’s Res-
taurant in South Orange on December 14th.

Continued on page 6
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Robert & Caral Klein
Jonathan Kohn
Fra Kurtis
Elise C. Leahy
James Rebhorn & Rebecca Linn
Paulina Marks
Janice McGowan
James & Lindsay McHugh
Maurice Hryshko & Amy Miano
Miriam Miller
Shelia Murphy
Mark & Jessica Nutik Zitter
Michael & Golda Och
Troy Papaianni
Mark Dodd & Mary Peloquin-Dodd
Irwin & Blossom Primer
Bernard & Marcia Pundyk
Robin & Robert  Rabinowitz
Ghillaine  Reid
Elizabeth Reisen
Harry Robinson  

& Patricia Lancaster Robinson
Stephen & Judith Rodner
David Brown & Mindy Schwartz-Brown
Peter Simmons
Ellen Sleeter
Burt & Alice Solomon
Michael Dussman & Erica Spindelman
Joan M. Stewart

Marianne Stock
Emily Style
Roy & Ute Tellini
Kerry Keane & Mary Thatcher
William & Patricia Thorton
Lloyd & Odell Washington
William & Florence Weisz
Patricia M. Whelan-Small
Lucy Wilkerson
Tammy Williams-Blackwell
Doris Anne Younger

Contributors Up  to $49 	
Jeremy Garber & Katherine Abrams
Richard& Sandra Adinaro
Andrew Roth & Katherine Allen Roth
Sol & Sylvia Amato
Roni & BrianBamforth
Stephanie & MosheBaram
Jesse & LeslieBayer
Laurie Folkes  

& Jeaneann Bean-Folkes
David Berry
Jane Brown
Denise Brown Allen
Dietmar Georg & Barbara Buchele
Wendy & Arnold Budin
Carol Yvonne Clark
Christine Crawford

Barbara Davis
Janice Ellerbe
Martin Levine & Judy Forrest Levine
David Frazer
Katherine Frink-Hamlett
Gideon & Jacquie Frydman
Michael & Carol Gilligan
Leonard Goldschmidt
Mark & Robin Gordon
Peter & Rebecca Greene
Renee & Laurence Gruenwald
Garnet Hall
Natalie Hamilton
Sally Hertz
Shirley Hill
David & Claire  Hogenauer
Chester Ensign & Barbara Huber
Laura Huemer
Molly Hunter
Edward & Emily Hyans
Adele & Leon	 Johnson
Stephen & Rose Karambelas
Seth & Erving Katz
Donald & Amy Koehler
Yvette  Kruvant
Scott & Jacqueline Lahey
Barry Floyd & Julia Lawlor
Margareta Freeman & Lenny Levin
Betty Levin

(HSA) at Columbia High School on April 18th, and the Maplewood 
Middle School HSA at MMS in October for middle school parents. 

• The Coalition submitted a winning application for Facts, Fears 
& Folklore in a competition for The Princeton Prize in Race Relations. 
Samiel Cameron received honorable mention for her  work towards 
fostering racial harmony at the high school level.

• A choral and symphony performance of Mendelssohn’s Elijah was 
sponsored by the Interfaith Outreach Committee of the Coalition work-
ing with local choral group, Voices in Harmony on April 29th at Pros-
pect Presbyterian Church in Maplewood. The concert was made possible 
through grants awarded to the Coalition by New Jersey State Council of 
the Arts administered by Essex County Local Arts Program Division of 
Cultural and Historic Affairs and by the Fraentzel Foundation. 

May 2007
• On May 16, 2007, the Coalition was honored as one of only 

four recipients of the Exemplary Partnership Program Award from 
the New Jersey Association of School Administrators and the New  
Jersey Association of Partners in Education for Aim High!–a program 
focused on eliminating the racial Academic Achievement Gap in South 
Orange/Maplewood Schools.

• The Five Steps for Excellence in our schools was drafted and refined 
by members of the Coalition’s Schools Committee, approved by the 
Trustee body, and delivered to the District Superintendent, PTA Presi-
dents Council, Board of Education, South Orange-Maplewood Educa-
tion Association and both Township governments between September 
and December 2007. Roll-out to the community will commence in 
2008.

June  2007
• The first Financial Incentive Committee session was held June 

26th with Dave Onderko, President of Allegiance Community Bank in 
South Orange to develop additional program to incent homebuyers for 

prointegrative choices. 
• The Coalition’s PRISM (Pro-Integrative Second Mortgage) Loan 

Program extended 1 new loan, increasing the total to 7 loans open and 
9 paid in full. These loans are low interest, capped mortgages extended 
to home buyers who purchase in neighborhoods were they are racially 
under represented.

July  2007
• Coffee & Conversation with the Coalition was held on July 18th 

with 10 top local realtors to discuss the state of real estate sales in the 
South Orange/Maplewood and the key factors influencing the local 
market. Top Realtors agreed to meet with the Coalition at least 3 times 
a year for mutual updates.

August  2007
• On August 23rd, the Coalition’s Schools Committee and Touring 

Committee participated in the South Orange/Maplewood School Dis-
trict Annual New Teachers’ Orientation Tour delivering remarks to the 
group of 29 new teachers on the importance of integration to our com-
munity and school district and providing highlights during the tour.

September 2007
• The Integration Matters! forum was held September 17th at Co-

lumbia High School drawing close to 210 people to hear nationally 
acclaimed authority on race issues, Dr. john a. powell, and to discuss 
how integration is experienced in our own community. The event was 
co-sponsored with Fund for an OPEN Society with funding from the 
Initiative for Regional and Community Transformation at Rutgers Uni-
versity and the Ford Foundation. 

• NA&CL hosted a dialogue between the Hillcrest Neighborhood 
Association, Maplewood Township Committee Members and Maple-
wood Police Chief Camino to discuss concerns and plans following 
a fatal shooting of a disturbed Maplewood resident after police were 
called to the scene.

October 2007
• The Coalition Annual Report to the Community–a town hall style 

dialogue between Coalition committees and the community–was held 
at Baird Community on October 18th.

Opening remarks were delivered by new SO/M School District  

2007 Contributors  ontinued

Residents share their integration experiences

Support the South Orange/Maplewood Community Coalition

Your generous gift will help the Coalition’s work continue. The South Orange/Maplewood Community Coalition on 
Race is dedicated to preserving our two towns as a community of choice for all.

Please support the Community Coalition’s activities by sending a generous donation. 

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City  ____________________________________________________________   State_______________ Z ip ______________________________

Email  Address  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

q $2500           q $1000           q $500          q $250          q $100          q Other ___________

Please write your check to: South Orange/ Maplewood Community Coalition on Race and mail it to:   
SO/M Community Coalitionon Race, P.O. Box 1309 Maplewood, NJ 07040

Call (973)761-6116, X6 to make credit card donations or visit www.twotowns.org  to use PayPal

All gifts are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The Coalition is registered as a charitable organization in the State of New Jersey. Information filed with the  
Attorney General of the State of New Jersey may be obtained by calling 973-504-6215. Registration with the State Attorney General does not imply endorsement.

Continued on page 4

Envisioning the Future
Trustees  at  Work

Coalition trustees began meeting in January of 2007 to es-
tablish common ground for completing a new strategic plan, 
and in March, a “Visioning” workshop was facilitated by mar-
keting and advertising executive, Kevin Rhodes of Maplewood 
to examine the organizations purpose, values, and long term 
goals.  The organization wanted to gain a  broader perspective 
outside of  the current board, so a Strategic Planning Com-
mittee was formed from past trustees, community leaders and 
several committee co-chairs to provide  feedback on the organi-
zation’s current and future strategy.    


