
It has been a distinct privilege to serve 
as chairman of the South Or a n g e /
Ma p l ewood Community Coalition on

Race during 2001, my first in the position
after taking the reins from our first chairman
Fred R. Profeta, Jr. Fre d’s commitment, 
dedication and leadership paved the road 
of success for the Coalition in its formative
years. I have, in partnership with our
Exe c u t i ve Di rector Barbara He i s l e r
Williams, worked to build on this founda-
tion of success to ensure the future viability
of our organization.

We are continually asked, and we keep
in the fore f ront of our discussions re g a rd i n g
p rogramming, two questions: why the need
for a group such as the Coalition; and what
value-added does the Coalition bring to the
community? To understand and appre c i a t e
the work of the Coalition it is useful to look
back at the circumstances re g a rding our 
c reation and our work since our formation.

First, the answer to “why the need” for
the Coalition. In 1996, residents of So u t h
Orange and Ma p l ewood came together to
dialogue and develop constru c t i ve solutions
to deal with the perception that our two
t owns we re in an ‘irre ve r s i b l e’ dow n w a rd
spiral. This negative perception was fueled
by stagnant pro p e rty values, perc e i ved white
flight and a belief that the quality of our
school system was in decline. Di s c u s s i o n s
among a selected group of concerned 
residents lead to the formation of the Racial
Balance Task Fo rce—which subsequently
became the Coalition. The two town 
municipalities fully funded the group initial-
l y. The Coalition adopted as its goals the
d e velopment and implementation of thre e
key strategies: to promote strong and sus-
tained robust demand by all racial gro u p s
for housing in eve ry area of our community,
to take pro - a c t i ve steps to ensure the
i n vo l vement of persons of color in the civic
life of our community, and to promote 
dialogue and understanding on race re l a t e d
issues. Though we’ve made pro g ress, these
a reas continue to present challenges to our

community and hence the continued need
for the existence of the Coalition.

The next question to address is what
value-added has the Coalition brought to our
c o m m u n i t y. Over the past five years we have
seen a renaissance in our two towns though
s e veral efforts, including the Coalition’s, such
as: an aggre s s i ve marketing program to tout
our communities through targeted media
outlets; working with local realtors to pro-
mote all aspects and neighborhoods of our
two towns; tours for potential buyers inter-
ested in purchasing homes in our communi-
ty; working with neighborhood associations
and other civic organizations to pro m o t e
m o re inclusiveness; the sponsorship of plan-
ning ahead workshops for parents of middle
school students, and the hosting of foru m s
and guest speakers to discuss race re l a t e d
issues. Clearly, the Coalition has paid out a
major return for those who have support e d
the group financially and otherw i s e .

As we move ahead the landscape re m a i n s
e ven more challenging for the Coalition. 

We must all work harder to understand
and respect one another in this world fore ve r
changed by the tragic events of Se p t e m b e r
11, 2001. We must come to understand that
tolerance is but the first step in the journey
of embracing our neighbors with open arms
of acceptance—a journey whose conclusion
will result in a substantive gain for all. As
then Se c re t a ry of State De Fo rest B. So a r i e s ,
J r. noted in his October visit to our commu-
nity as a guest of the Coalition:

“ It is easy to stay ignorant and in our
c o m f o rt zone, but the benefits are so much
g reater when one goes beyond their comfort
zone. If we appreciate the potential that life
offers, we can form new relationships and
n ew approaches [to dealing with the difficult
issues of race]”.

The Coalition’s Trustees, program staff,
and hundreds of dedicated volunteers will
continue to work tow a rd a successful com-
pletion of the journey.
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J A N U A RY
Ro b e rt A. Ma rchman begins his term

as Chairman of the South Or a n g e / Ma p l e -
wood Community Coalition on Race
B o a rd of Trustees, succeeding Fred R.
Profeta, Jr. who served as the Coalition’s
first Chairman.

F E B R U A RY
F E B RUA RY 7 The Schools Committee

hosts it’s second ‘Planning Ahead “w o rk-
shop for parents of incoming CHS students.

MARCH 
M A RCH 1 Barbara Heisler Wi l l i a m s

returns to the Coalition as Exe c u t i ve
Di re c t o r, succeeding Estelle Greenberg 
who served for the preceding 13 months.
Ms. Heisler Williams brings aboard Na n c y
H. Richardson in a part-time vo l u n t e e r
s u p p o rt position to join the Coalition’s
p a rt-time Assistant Di rector Sheila Be l t ,
who focuses on outre a c h .

Maplewood and South Orange are
spotlighted in a feature article in Art
Times, sparking numerous requests for
information packets from artists interest-
ed in living in this creative community.

South Or a n g e’s Sloan St reet and So u t h
Orange Ave. development are featured in
Urban Land magazine, read by municipal
planners nationwide. Both features we re

s p u r red by the efforts of the Coalition’s
Ma rketing Committee.

MARCH 31 Trustees meet in an all-
day retreat to review annual goals and
progress

M AY
MAY 6 The Coalition is the benefici-

ary of a community-wide concert entitled
“Voices in Harmony”. Featuring a full
orchestra and the voices of over 200 local
voices, the concert draws a full house and
loud applause.

M AY 9 The Touring Committee and
Re a l t o r Advisory Committee joined to
offer a tour to realtors in neighboring
communities—to introduce them to the
delightful neighborhoods of South
Orange and Maplewood.

J U N E
The efforts of the Marketing

Committee hit “national pay dirt” once
again, with features in This Old House
Magazine and Victorian Decorating Ideas.

J U LY
J U LY 3 On the eve of In d e p e n d e n c e ,

the In t e rfaith Ou t reach Committee
b rought together an interfaith gathering of
clergy and residents to explore and re j o i c e
in the significant work in this community.

The Celebration of Vision draws yo u n g
and old alike in readings and song.

S E P T E M B E R
SEPTEMBER 4 The Coalition’s

Ordinance Re v i ew Committee addre s s e s
the Ma p l ewood Township Committee
re g a rding its 2000 re p o rt on zoning 
violations. A similar re p o rt was pre p a re d
for the Trustees of South Orange Vi l l a g e .

O C T O B E R
O C TOBER 1 New Jersey Se c re t a ry 

of State De Fo rest B. (Buster) Soaries, Jr. ,
invited to discuss race relations and inte-
gration efforts in our state, states that he
had to come to “…know what kind of
people are these who take time to talk
about race? I wanted to know about what
kind of people would be intentional to
talk about thinks that have caused riots
and plagued our country since its incep-
tion.” He concluded, “We won’t solve the
racial problems in the state or country if
the first time we meet is in a crisis and 
the media is defining the issue,” he said.
“T h a t’s what you are doing here, sitting
d own and talking, “ he told the gro u p.
“T h a t’s how you solve problems. We 
need people like you in this country to
talk about difficult things when it’s not
p o p u l a r.”

A Year in Review 

.

Maplewood Mayor Vic DeLuca welcomes realtors from Maplewood, South Orange, and neighboring
communities to the Coalition’s Community Tour for Realtors.

Coalition Trustee Kathy Flaxman talks to residents about neighborhood associations at the
October Annual Meeting.

2001 OFFICERS
Robert A. Marchman,
Chairman

VICE CHAIRS
Carol Barry-Austin, 
South Orange 
Wayne Eastman, Secretary

Crystal Mullins, Treasurer
Ed Stuart, Maplewood
Fred R. Profeta, Jr., 
Past Chair

2001 TRUSTEES
Reverend Richard Boyer
David Bressen

Victor DeLuca, ex officio
Katherine Flaxman
Nancy Grant

Jeff Gruenwald
Dr. Diane Hughes
Celia King, ex officio



In partnership with the Ma p l ew o o d /
South Orange Adult School, the
Coalition kicked off the Two Tow n
Study Circles Program. In the first ro u n d
of the Two Towns Study Circle Pro g r a m ,
t wenty residents participated in two 
c i rcles over a period of six weeks. Each
study circle discussed the same issue,
Race and Racism, seeking solutions for
our community. At the end of the ro u n d
of study circles, participants came 
together in a community meeting to
w o rk together on the action ideas 
that came out of each study circ l e .

O C TOBER 30 The Coalition’s
Annual Meeting featured Daniel Lauber,
author of “Racially Di verse Communities
A National Ne c e s s i t y” who bro u g h t
information about pro - i n t e g r a t i ve effort s
nationwide. A local panel spoke more
about the work being done right here 
in Ma p l ewood and South Orange. 

N O V E M B E R
The Coalition re vamped its we b s i t e ,

n ow drawing in excess of 500 visitors
per month. The new site is visually
enticing and chock full of information
for those considering moving to our 
two towns. Additions provide a New s
and Events page, online access to the
C o a l i t i o n’s new s l e t t e r, an avenue for

finding out more or joining a Coalition
committee, and a way for community
members to sign up for email notifica-
tion of Coalition activities and eve n t s .
w w w. t w o t owns.org 

The Coalition thanks Sheila Du n n
Belt for her two years of service as
Assistant Di re c t o r, and welcomes Au d re y
Rowe to its program staff.

N OVEMBER 12 The Ne i g h b o r h o o d
Association Ne t w o rk of the Community
Coalition presented its third annual
Open House showcasing local pre s c h o o l s
and providers of dayc a re and afterc a re .

N OVEMBER 17 The Coalition,
t h rough its SOMA Art Net, joined in
s u p p o rt of  “A rt From the He a rt A
Community Responds T h rough the
A rt s” raising funds for the local families
affected by the September 11 tragedy.

D E C E M B E R
DECEMBER 16 The Coalition

joined with the South Orange Pu b l i c
L i b r a ry and Ma p l ewood Me m o r i a l
L i b r a ry to host speakers on “Attack on
A m e r i c a”. Palestinian-born sociologist
Nabil Marshood addressed the political
context of the attacks, Anisa Mehdi 
p rovided her perspective and joined 
Dr. Marshood for the Q & A exc h a n g e
with the audience.

Study Circles facilitators Charlie Bibbins and Suzanne Lee at the planning session for the fall
c i rc l e s .

Clergy and Interfaith Outreach Committee members enjoy the “Celebration of Vision.”

Mary Kinniery
Anselm LeBourne
Elizabeth McMahon

Nonie Murphy
James Nathenson
Dr. Phylis Peterman

Ken Pettis
Christopher Reggio
George B. Robinson
Mark Rosner, ex officio

Arthur Taylor, ex officio
Dr. Dawn Williams
Meredith Sue Willis
Rita Woodard

PROGRAM STAFF
Barbara Heisler Williams,
Executive Director

Nancy H. Richardson
Audrey Rowe

Expense Summary

Income Summary

TOTAL $187,119.00

TOTAL $187,223.00

22.67%

77.33%

Program Expenses
Operating Expenses

Gifts Received
Township of Maplewood
Village of South Orange
From Reserves
Interest Income

52.04%

19.03%

18.69%

8.95%

1.09%



Pr i vate gifts made up 52% of our funding in 2001. The tru s t e e s
thank the following generous individual, organizations and

foundations for their financial gifts and their vote of support for

our efforts. To join this august list, please fill out the form below
and mail it to the Coalition along with your gift. Now, more than
e ve r, your support is needed.

Anonymous (26)
Richard & Susan Adinaro
Eula Alexander
David Alter
Paul & Janice Arcidiancono
Ellen Arfin
Vicki Herzfeld-Arlein & Robert Arlein
Elliot & Claire Asarnow
Carol Barry-Austin
Edward & Barbara Becker
Robert McGrath & Elizabeth Benedict
Andy & Elliott Berndt
Andy & Ethel Sidney Bernstein
David L. Berry
Charlie Bibbins
Amanda Blanck
Leslie Sue & Alan Blatt
Joel L. Bloom
Ilse & Stephan Blythe
Richard & Nancy Bohn
Barbara & Leonard Bornstein
Kris & John Bradley
Hal & Elaine Braff
Durward & Virginia Branigan
Andre Braugher & Ami Brabson
David Bressen
Dr. Donald & Beth Brief
Jules Bromberg
David Brown & Mindy Schwartz
Jane & Ronald Brown
James Bryant
Jim & Carol Buchanan
Theo Buklad
Rich & Marjorie Cariello
Vivian Carroll
Melody Carter
Lisa Charles
Victoria Chickering
Robert & Buena Chilstrom
Margery & Frederick Cohen
Helen & Irving Cohen
Treasure & Rich Cohen
Sharon & Arnold Cohen & Family
Congregation Beth El
Congregation Beth El Minyon
Dr. James Corino
Carmen A. Corrales
Barbara & Martin Cotler
Peter & Jeanmarie Cross
Charles & Ada Beth Cutler
Robert Dannhauser
Chris Danzi
Margaret Davey
Harris David
Vic DeLuca
Don DeMarco
Holly Gauthier & Stuart Deutsch
Mike Hartnett & Roz Diamond
Gary Berger & Ulysses Dietz
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation

Moira & Kevin Driscoll
David & Francine Dubrow
Edward & Jeanne Duffy
Catherine Kelley & Dominic Duggan
Kimberly & Mark DuMont
Nadaline Dworkin
Margaret Prentice & John Dyson
Stephen Earle
Darcy Hall & Wayne Eastman
Marjorie & Fred Eiseman
Robert Embrey
Anna & Farrell Fand
Paul & Rebecca Feinberg
Ron Cohen & Sheila Fisher
Christopher Selitto, Fit Well Exercise
Ruth Flanagan
Kathy Flaxman
Mimi Fogel
Janet & Laurie Folkes
Joseph S. & Maina Hernandez-Ford
Joel Hahr & Angie Forero
Gideon & Jacqueline Frydman
Matty & Bob Gandel
Eleanor and Charles Gianni
David and Margaret Gilbert
Mary Babiarz & Joe Gluck
Lorraine Goldenberg
Richard & Ellen Goldstein
Monica Merel & Sandy Goodman
Henrietta Granet
Nancy and David Grant
Dr. Donald & Ellen Greenfield
Jeff  & Ilene Gruenwald
Dr. Larry & Renee Gruenwald
Dr. & Mrs. R.H. Guess
Carolyn Hakim
Chris Hildebrand
William Hildebrand, Sr.
Valencia Norman & Neal Hill
George Hirsch
Dorothea & Edward Hoffner
Dave & Clara Hogenauer
Vincent & Lynette Huggins
Karen Hughes
Chris & Linda Hugues
Molly Hunter
John & Linda James
Mila & Neil Jasey
Joyce & Jim Joyce
Richard Kantor
Sandra Karriem
Dr. Claudia Wagner & Peter Katz
Diane Simmons & Burt Kimmelman
Robert A & Caral Klein
Arthur Klimowicz
John & Margaret Koeniger
Valyrie K. Laedlein
Sherri & Leroy Lambert
Marc Beshar & Charles Lascari
Neil & Sally Laurent

Dr. James & Joan Lee
Cassandra Legette
Kathy & Gerald Leventhal
Yale & Donna Levey
Alan Levin
Dr. Stephen J. Levine
Judy & Marty Levine
Burt & Mada Liebman
Kenneth Bingham & John Lindstrom
James Rebhorn & Rebecca Linn
Harriet Liroff
Laura & Stuart Litwin
Jeanette Malinow
Robert A. Marchman
Kenneth & Sharon Mayers
Corden & Thelma McKoy
The McTague Family
Harlan & Robin Mellk
Nancie Merritt
Miriam Miller
Phyllis Miller
Stephen & Beverly Mills
James & Mary Kay Mitchell
Margaret Mittricker
Anja Moen
Marilyn & Stephen Mohr
Robert Moore
Leonard & Gertrude Morris
Jean Ray Campbell & Patrick Morrissy
Dave & Patti Nathan
Jim Nathenson
Hank Niemitz
Claire & Aaron Nierenberg
Joseph Noble
Mary Gallagher & Dan O’Flaherty
Risa Olinsky
Lazbart Olseni
Gregg Agran Ostroff
Melissa Taylor & Brad Parks
Ken Pettis
Ron & Julie Porter
Alberta Potts
Beth & Anthony Prentice
Irwin & Blossom Primer
Lawrence Neher & Deborah Prinz
Beulah G. Pritchett
Fred R. Profeta, Jr.
Brett & Stacey Pulley
Jim & Deborah Purdon
Leo Rapp
Pamela Erens & Jonathan Ratner
Reader’s Digest Foundation
Elizabeth W. Reisen
Donald & Nancy Richardson
Sally McGrath & Joan Richardson
Michael and Mary Ritterbusch
George & Laura Robinson
Pat & Ted Robinson
Rachel & Marvin Rose
Arthur Rose

Bobbie Rosengarten
Anne Lopes & Gary Roth
Bertha Rudd
John & Marilyn Russell
Carol & Gordon Rutledge
Sylvia Sattler
Robin Burns Saunders
Diane & James Schwarz
Alan Sebol
Hattie & Arnold Segal
Robert A. Shekitka
Steve & Rita Shiman
Dale Shuster
Sylvia M. Silverberg
Ruth & Peter Simmons
Carol & Douglas Simon
Claire Sirois
Elizabeth & Joe Sobo
Kirk & Claudia Sohr
Alice & Burt Solomon
Marianne Stack
Barbara & Dennis Stern
Julie Scher Stern
Joan Stewart
Bill Stoever
Barbara & David Stoller
Ruby and Stanley Strauss
Ed & Nancy Stuart
Victor Suarez
Monelien Sybrun
Roy and Ute Tellini
Malcolm Marsten & Cynthia Thompson
Ivan & Thomasina Thornton
Susan & Jules Titelbaum
Leo Tzeses
Jim Uanis
David F. Ullman
Kathleen Vaccari
David Mairo & Laura Van Dyke
Drs. Dawn Williams & James Van Oosting
Barbara Wade
Theodore Twardus & Janet Wardell
Hanie & Jerry Warshaw
Lloyd E. & Odell W. Washington
Yolande & Ken Wasserman
Peddrick & Judith Weis
Leah & Stanley Weiss
Florence & William Weisz
Frances Wharton
Dr. Dione M. Williams
Barbara Heisler  & Ben Williams
Meredith Sue Willis
Eleanor & John Winslow
Rev. Thomas Wisniewski, St. Josephs
Leo Yanoff
Allan Zelnick
Susan & Fritz Ziegler
Herbert & Janet Zuckerman
Susan Vercheak & Bennet Zurofsky

Your generous gift will help the Coalition’s work continue. The South Ora n g e / Maplewood Community Coalition 
on Race is dedicated to pre s e rving our two towns as communities of choice for all, re g a rdless of race. 
Please support the Community Coalition's activities by sending us a generous donation.

Please write your check to South Ora n g e
/ Maplewood Community Coalition on Ra c e
and mail it to:
SO/M Community Coalition on Ra c e
P.O. Box 1309, 
Maplewood, NJ 07040.

Na m e

Ad d re s s

City                                                                     State                        Zi p

Email Ad d re s s

Ph o n e

❑$2 5 ❑$50        ❑$1 0 0

❑$5 0 0 ❑Other __________

✄

All gifts are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. The Coalition is registered as a charitable organization in the State of New Jersey. Information filed with the Attorney General of the State of New Jersey may be obtained
by calling 973-504-6215. Registration with the State Attorney General does not imply endorsement.

SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY COALITION


