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To build and sustain a community that is racially, culturally, and socially 
integrated and truly inclusive, where there is equity and equality for all. 
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Maplewood and South Orange are racially inclusive towns in a 

region of racially isolated communities, in a state and a nation 

that have seen growing racial segregation in both schools and  

residential patterns in the last forty years. While our towns have 

enjoyed a higher measure of diversity than most regional       

suburban communities, the sustainability of our racial            

integration needs our continued intentional work.   

The results of the Coalition's demographics research in 2019 

gave new urgency to the initiatives the board of trustees         

established just the year before: 1) to strengthen the              

community’s commitment to racial and cultural inclusion of all 

people of color by challenging the community power structures 

(government, school system, realtors, businesses, media, key 

leaders) to rectify disparities; and 2) to ensure the sustainability 

of racial integration by supporting the current population of 

Black people and by developing strategies to increase the rate of 

Black in-movers. 

Consequently, we initiated a marketing approach in 2019 that 

supports sustainable racial integration. We geared our advocacy 

work toward dismantling community dynamics, policies, and 

practices that create and uphold racial inequity. And, we held 

vital events like Conversations on Race, Coffee House           

Discussions, Integration through the Arts, and Talking to     

Children about Race, creating safe spaces for all voices to be 

heard, and raising consciousness on issues like racist language, 

implicit bias, white privilege, and the need for integrated 

schools.  

Going beyond our planned programs, we addressed emerging 

needs in collaboration with other local groups and leaders on 

issues like community-police interactions, creating a unified  

response to hate groups, and launching a year of communal 

learning based on the 1619 Project.  

We are proud to have held nearly 40 dialogues, trainings, 

presentations, and celebrations that reached over 3000 people 

in 2019. Take a look inside at the highlights ... 

The MLK Luminary Project team leaders 
display luminary bags decorated by kids with      
messages of peace and justice. 

The Civic Engagement Volunteer Showcase 
group leaders 

Lynette Huggins presents the Vincent A. 
Huggins Foundation grant to the Community 
Coalition on Race  

The Force Report Panel responds to commu-
nity questions about police use of force and 
advocacy for change at the state and local 
levels. 



The 18th Annual MLK Observance & Volunteer Fair featured 

Lt. Governor of New Jersey Sheila Y. Oliver 

Hundreds of people came to honor Dr. King through music, dance, a sharing 

of interfaith readings, and an affirmation of Dr. King’s call to action and 

service. Naresh Jain, trustee emeritus of Parliament of the World’s 

Religions, offered insight into non-violence. Lt. Governor Oliver gave the 

keynote speech, noting that Dr. King’s movement was based on several 

principles: moral power, non-violence, appeal to faith, a call to civil 

disobedience of unjust laws, and a plea for full equality. Performances 

included Glorious Peace by Maplewood Middle School’s Select Choir and 

Glory (from the movie Selma) by CHS Special Dance Company directed by 

Kandice N. Point-Du-Jour. The Volunteer Fair featured community groups 

that provide opportunities to make an impact, including hunger relief and 

mentoring young people.  

2 0 1 9  H i g h l i g h t s . . .  

SOMa Was Shining with Luminaries on MLK Day for the 6th Year 

The MLK Luminary Project was the biggest ever! Under the leadership of 

Patricia Canning, with co-leaders Trenesa Danuser and Liz Testa, even more 

youth groups and businesses were engaged. The team led a luminary kit   

decorating party for kids; MAC scholars at Columbia High School and girl 

scout troops assembled kits; youth of all ages spoke at the lighting ceremony 

about Dr. King’s message; Seton Hall University students lit hundreds of 

lights; businesses in both towns offered the kits in their stores; and nearly 

1300 residents lit luminaries in front of their homes.  

The South Orange Civic Organization 49th Annual MLK Celebration  

SOCO honored three community members with the Beloved Community Award: 

South Orange resident Stacey Borden, Maplewood Committee person Dean Dafis, and 

SOMS teacher Diane Grant of South Orange. Rabbi Jesse Olitzky of Congregation 

Beth El in South Orange gave the keynote address. “We shouldn’t only act for our 

own cause and benefits,” Olitzky said at the event. “When we act as allies, we are 

helping a cause that doesn’t affect us.” 

We Honored Black History Month with Learning, Music, and  

Conversation 
 

The Bubbly Black Girl Sheds Her Chameleon Skin, Produced by 

Progressive Theater, Brought Thought-Provoking Performances 

The story of Viveca, a Black girl from Los Angeles who is alternatively 

optimistic about making her way in the world and troubled by the reali-

ties of racism, really resonated with the audience. The story provided a 

great springboard for post-performance conversations with  journalist 

Ayesha K. Saines and the playwright Kirsten Childs. The audiences 

discussed their personal experiences facing racism,    colorism, white 

privilege, and one's complicated sets of identities, as well as the special 

rejections faced by Black women in the work and performance worlds. 

Colgate University history professor Graham Russell Gao 

Hodges spoke to CHS students and the public about his book, BLACK 

New Jersey: 1664 to the Present to the Present Day that brings to life 

the generations of men and women who fought for freedom in this state 

during slavery and battled racism in more recent times.  



19th Annual Conversations on Race: The Invention of Race 

Dr. Nell Irvin Painter spoke to nearly 200 participants at this year's     

Conversations On Race about the invention of race and the various        

historical contexts of creating racial identities. We partnered this year with 

Seton Hall University where the event was held. Dr. Painter, professor 

emerita at Princeton University and author of the New York Times      

bestseller The History of White People, noted that throughout US history 

exclusionary ideas of whiteness were developed using science, economics, 

and politics, and that those racial definitions changed—and continue to 

change—to suit the needs of those in power. Table discussions included 

how to confront institutional racism; the connection between privilege and 

the construction of race; and the issue of rising white nationalism. 

Coffee House Discussions: Residents & Police Address 'When 

Should I Call the Police?' 

This event offered a safe space for people to talk about what 

might, in their minds, be a reason to call the police; why someone 

might hesitate to call; and what concerns people have about their 

own protection or in putting someone at risk. As a follow-up, we 

made suggestions, tips, and advice from local police available as a 

community resource on our website.  

The Schools Committee Seeks Excellence & Equity for All Students 

Advocacy continued in 2019 for  both diversity in school distr ict hir ing  

and a sustainable, integrated elementary school plan 

Talking To Children About Race Attendees learned about creating a 

home environment that supports open communication about race and     

difference, being intentional about talking about race, and providing kids 

with the tools they need to understand difference with expert Dr. Diane 

Hughes and a panel of parents. 

Talking to Children about Race: Language Matters Moderated by 

communications expert and educator, Ayesha Gallion, a panel with Dara 

Gronau, principal at Maplewood Middle School, and Columbia High 

School students discussed how to talk to children about racist language—

everything from use of the ‘N’-word to code-switching to cultural appro-

priation. A glossary of terms and further reading are available on the     

Coalition website. 

New Teacher Orientation  The  co-chairs welcomed new teachers and 

staff to SOMSD with a presentation on district diversity and inclusion and 

shared resources on how to make their classrooms welcoming and safe for 

all students. 

SOMa Integrated Playgroup  The playgroup fosters integration through 

personal relationships and community building. It meets monthly on      

Saturday mornings and includes educational child/parent discussions on 

books about difference, race/ethnicity, and culture.  

BOE Candidates Forum  The committee posed questions focused on   

racially integrated schools, closing the achievement gap, and supporting all 

students in achieving academic excellence, enabling voters to learn about 

the candidates' positions at this important time of change in the district.  

18th Annual Preschool Open House This event provided parents with 

the opportunity to learn about preschool options in our area in support of 

quality early education. 



Foundation, Community, & Local Business Support—Thank You! 

Celebrating Integration: Community Building 

by Honoring Difference 

The Board of Trustees were pleased to honor Patricia Canning, 

George Robinson, and SOMA Cross Cultural Works for their 

commitment to racial integration in our towns and the actions they 

take to achieve it. Patricia Canning has volunteered for the 

Schools Committee, runs the MLK Luminary Project, and led our 

first 1619 Observance. George Robinson is a founding member of 

the Coalition on Race, served many years on the Board of        

Education, and developed the Coalition’s approach to               

demographic research. SOMA Cross Cultural Works educates our 

community about our rich cultural diversity through multicultural 

artistic and educational events.   

SOMA Remembers Jamestown, 1619 & Begins a 

Year of Communal Learning  

We hosted a vigil to honor the 400th anniversary of the 

beginning of American slavery in Jamestown at First 

Baptist Church of South Orange with Rev. Terry  

Richardson. This was followed by the launch of a year-

long series of community discussions and presenta-

tions on topics connected to the 1619 Project. 

Township of Maplewood 

Village of South Orange 

Benevity Community Impact Fund 

The Dornam Foundation 

The FB Heron Foundation 

The Fraentzel Foundation 

Merck Foundation 

The Vincent A. Huggins Foundation 
 

The Able Baker 

Achieve Foundation 

Advocates for Children of NJ 

Assemblyperson John F McKeon 

Assemblyperson Mila M. Jasey 

Bass Family Chiropractic 

Blue Unity Music 

Bunny's 

Buono Pediatrics and Wellness LLC 

The Cassidy 

ChaiseFitness 

CHS 60th Reunion Committee 

CHS Scholarship Fund 

Children's Academy of Springfield 

Cielo Consulting  

Coda Kitchen & Bar 

Congregation Beth El Preschool 

Ethical Culture of Essex County 

Governor Richard J. Codey 

Hair Chalet 

Heather & Suki Realtors 

Hedwig Gruenwald Nursery School 

Inkosi Cafe 

Kim's Nails 

Kinder-gan Preschool 

Krystal Nails 

Law Offices of Clarence Barry-Austin 

Little Shop Of Hip Hop 

Macy's East 

Maplewood Memorial Library 

Miti Miti Latin Street Food 

Mona Lisa Framing 

Montclair Cooperative School 

Morrow Memorial Preschool 

National Staffing Associates 

Network for Good 

Neighborhood House Nursery School 

Orange Orthopaedic Associates 

Parkwood Diner 

Playhouse Nursery 

Prospect Coop Preschool 

Rockness Music 

Saint Rose of Lima Academy 

SOMA Cross Cultural Works 

South Mountain Nature School 

South Orange Civic Organization 

Studio 1200 Architecture & Design 

St. James Gate 

Temple Sharey Tefilo-Israel's Iris Family 

Center for Early Childhood Education 

Temple Beth Shalom 

Texture 

Thomson Blueprints for Living 

Village Pizzeria 

Allison Ziiefert Real Estate Group 
 

Many thanks to the following for the 

donation of space, goods, 

and services! 

The Baird 

The Burgdorff Cultural Center  

Ethical Culture Society  

First Baptist Church of South Orange 

Abby Cotler 

Giants of Jazz 

Leila Gonzalez Sullivan 

Marjorie Greenfield 

Stephanie Lawson-Muhammad & Khalil 

Muhammad 

Le Parc Place 

Les Saisons  

Maplewood Memorial Library 

Papillon 25 

Prospect Presbyterian Church  

Ed Schwarz 

Seton Hall University 

SOPAC Loft 

South Orange/Maplewood School 

District 

The South Orange Public Library 

Township of Maplewood 

Township of South Orange 

The Woodland 

Work and Play 



2019 Contributors :  T hank  You for  Your  Sup p or t !  

Coalition Platinum Sponsors 
$5,000 + 
 
David & Betty Harris 
Edward & Nancy Stuart 
 

Coalition Gold Sponsor 
$2,500 + 
 
Walter & Sara Clarke 
Tegan Culler  & Matthew Quint 
Robert & Fay Marchman 
Kelly Quirk  & Martin Ceperly 
 

Coalition Builders $1,000 + 
 
Clarence & Carol Barry-Austin 
Joseph Deplasco & Nahela Hadi 
Joanna & Wendy Doran-Paley 
Jay & Nancy Dougherty 
Jessi Gottlieb Empestan & Roehl 
Empestan 
Lelia Gonzalez Sullilvan & Charles 
Sullivan 
Frank & Marie McGehee 
John O'Grady & Brad Motta 
Fred & Susan Profeta 
Kathryn & James Reilly 
Erin & Matt Scherzer 
Chris Stetson 
Meredith  Sue Willis & Andrew 
Weinberger 
 

Benefactors $400 + 
 
Lee Boswell-May 
Antony & M. Ahadi Bugg-Levine 
Abigail & Donald Cotler 
Susan & Steve Cramer 
Catherine Cronin & Michael Cope 
Virginia & Brian Falconer 
Ingrid Floyd 
Vikki & Kyle Fritz 
Robert & Jane Gilman 
Mary Joan Glennon Murphy 
Margo & Dan Greenfield 
Karen & Jim Hilton 
Dorothy & Alfred Kuehn 
Dawilla Madsen 
Shelley Sherer & Mark Miller 
Brian O'Leary & Liz McCarthy 
Edith Oxfeld 
Thomas Pauly 
Phylis & Carl Peterman 
Richard Ryan & Jocelyn Cleary 
Ryan 
John & Mary Beth Scherer 
Dr. Adunni Slackman Anderson 
Elizabeth Testa & Nick Licata 
Sally Unsworth Block 
Darren Vengroff 
Christopher Weeks & Catherine 
Lankenau-Weeks 
 

Sponsors $200 + 
 
Elizabeth & Michael Aaron 
Elizabeth Baker & Joel Vande-
vusse 
Carla Barry-Austin & Michael 
Rufino 
Judith Bernstein 

Colleen Breslin & Alexander 
Mayorga 
Ellen Chen & Rebecca Rittgers 
Amy Cox-Martins 
Thomas Cunningham 
Trenesa & Christopher Danuser 
Ellen & Donald Davenport  
Vic & Janey DeLuca 
Ulysses Dietz & Gary Berger 
Brenda Wheeler & William Ehlers 
Jay Eisenberg & Gail Safian 
Andrew Errico 
Sanford & Zella Felzenberg 
Rachel Fisher 
Peter & Aleida Hauptman 
Hilary Hoover 
Susan Jennings 
Lisa Kearney 
Sheila Kenny & Jon Simmons 
John & Leslie Kerner 
Sarah Lester 
Kristin Mahoney 
Annemarie Maini 
Zoraida & Jon Michaud 
Kathleen Morrison 
Khalil Muhammad & Stephanie 
Lawson-Muhammad 
Michael Nelson 
Jackie & Brad Newman 
Sarah & Geneva Paul 
Jessica Payne 
Susan Pendelton & Timothy Gill 
Sean & Sharon Pidgeon 
Laura Prato 
Mary Sue Sweeney Price 
Deborah & James Purdon 
Robert & Robin Rabinowitz 
Deborah Reichman 
Martina & Eddy Remy 
Barbara Rosengarten 
Rebecca Leigh Shultz & Scott 
Shultz 
Erin Siders 
Carol & Douglas Simon 
Corwin Smith 
Reynaldo Tapia 
Janet & Udi Toledano 
Madeline & Steven Tugentman 
Barbara Velazquez 
Richard Wener & Ginny Kurshan  
Dawn Willams & James Van-
oosting  
Debbie Wissel 
Emily & Daniel Zacharias 
Allison Ziefert 
 

Donors $100 + 
 
Nancy Adams 
Mary L Babiarz 
Joseph Barreiro 
Christoph & Pamela Black 
Barbara and Leonard Bornstein 
Bruce Buchanan 
Joan & Harvey Bucholtz 
Camille Pecoul & John Carter 
Charles & Shirley Cartwright 
Oliver Cato 
Dumerzier Charles 
Donna Coallier 
Ben & Joan Cohen 
Samuel Convissor 
Alia Covel 

Dean Dafis  
Nathan Darrow 
Holly Gauthier & Stuart Deutsch  
Laura Diecidue 
Jonathan Ratner & Pamela Erens 
Barbara Ferguson 
Jim & Wendy Ferruggiaro 
Jane Folger 
Mattye & Robert Gandel 
Donald & Ellen Greenfield 
Robert Gregson 
Wilma Grey 
Kyung Ha 
Susan Haig 
Matthew Halpern 
Amy Henry 
Jeanine & Herve Heriveaux  
Milwood Hobbs 
Elizabeth Hochberg 
Cecil House 
Cheryl & Fields Jackson 
Verna Jackson 
Michael Jaffe 
John & Linda James 
Emily Landa & John Jeffries 
Summer Jones 
Thair Joshua 
Mona Karim 
John Kaufman 
Diane Simmons & Burt Kimmel-
man 
Aaron Kirtz 
Roberto Kison & Julie Weinberg 
Melissa Kopecky 
Rachel Kruskal 
Steve & Effie Latz 
Stacey Lawrence 
Robin Lenhardt 
Kathleen & Gerald Leventhal 
Rebecca Linn  
Janice Lynn 
Marc Morial & Michelle Miller 
Nabil & Miriam Marshood 
Patricia Martinez 
Tania Mason-Eastmond 
Maria Mayer Feng 
Katherine McCaffrey 
Valyrie Laedlein & Bob McPhillips 
Julie Snyder & Jeff Melman 
Steve Mershon 
Jacqueline Mesnick 
Deirdre Guice 
Susan Newberry 
Valencia Norman 
Risa & Mark Olinsky 
Carmita Padilla 
Rachel Pasternak 
Alice Cahn & Robin Patton 
Joseph Perez & Selena Jill Fox 
Jane & Todd Perry 
Marc & Rayna Pomper 
Lawrence Neher & Deborah Prinz 
Troy & Vananza Rhodes  
Donald & Judith Richards 
Elizabeth Salituri 
Eva Samo 
Aparna Sharma 
Nancy Slahetka 
Peri Smilow 
Elliot Sommer 
Sara Thom 
Diane Thomson 
Lisa & Thomas Vilardi 

Louis Vogel & Marcelo Mendez 
Claudia Wagner 
Jonathan Waldman 
Claire Wallick 
Joan Walsh 
Yolande & Kenneth Wasserman 
Audrey Winkler & Len Tempest 
Dr. Zachary & Trish Yamba 
Peter Zimmerman & Anisa Mehdi 
Hannah & Adam Zollman 
 

Friends up to $99 
 
Richard Adinaro 
Richard & Sandra Adinaro 
Kathy Allen 
Sylvia & Sol Amato 
Elliot & Claire Asarnow 
Jill Astoreca 
Reba Auslander 
John Ayer 
Roni & Brian Bamforth 
Alison Baraf 
Jesse & Leslie Bayer 
Esther Bearg 
Susan & Gerald Beatty 
Natasha & Mordechai Benisty 
David Berry 
Maura Bigelow 
Kenneth Bingham 
Janis Blumgart 
Adrienne & Ed Bolden 
Phyllis Bolling 
Denise Brown-Allen 
Jim Buchanan 
John Buschman 
Allison Busch-Vogel 
Thomas Carlson & Marcia Leon-
ard 
Karin & Joseph Carson 
Helene Cartaina 
Regina Carter 
Calvin Chatlos 
Ronald Cobbs 
Lisa Cohen-Urist 
Barbara Cokorinos 
Marianne Cook 
Martin & Barbara Cotler 
Ernest D'Amato 
David Brown & Mindy Schwartz 
Catherine Desjardins 
Liz Athos & Bill Figdor 
Debbie & Michael Fink 
Jonathan Flaugher 
Mary Forbes 
Joseph Ford & Marina Hernandez
-Ford 
Debbie Forrest 
Myra Freillich 
Diana Galer Jaffe 
Barbara Salz & Travis Gering 
Pat Giese 
Joseph & Mary Gluck 
Ken Gold & Marcy Felsenfeld 
Mark & Robin Gordon 
Nancy & David Grant 
William Graves 
David & Salamatou Greeley 
Jessica Greenberg 
Douglas Greenfeld & Michele 
Alonso  
Christie & Jim Harrington 
Vicki & Robert Herzfeld-Arlein 

Edward & Emily Hyans 
Lynn & Lowell Jacobs 
Rhonda Johnson & Joseph Wil-
liams 
Rita Johnson 
Sara Beth Jutcovich 
Phil Kirsch 
Robert & Caral Klein 
Glenda Koby 
Barry Komisaruk 
Bruce & Salka Kutosh 
Scott & Jacqueline Lahey 
Barbara Lamb & Dennis Percher  
Augustina Lehn 
Nancy Lepurage 
Cara Lesser 
Judy & Kenneth Levy 
Tami Lewis-Blue 
Mageline Little 
Marianne Lloyd 
Ralph & Dena Lowenbach 
Evelyn Madden 
Mark Madonna & Andra Marx 
Patricia Mahoney 
Nichole Mariette 
Joy & Jeff Markel 
Eric & Ava Martin 
Jennifer McCloskey 
Koleen McCrink 
Hugo & Linda Monformoso 
Francesca Neilson 
Claire & Aaron Nierenberg 
Sigrid & Darryl Novak 
Lisa Novemsky 
Brendan O'Flaherty 
Michael Paris & Amy Higer 
Virginia Patterson 
John Pearson 
Nicole Pivnick 
Sharon Pohoryles & James Gelb 
Jennifer Powers 
Mari Quint 
Heather Raskin Brook 
Sari Raskin 
Jane Rauen 
Amelia Riekenberg 
Harry & Patricia Robinson 
Sandra & David Rosenband 
Miriam Rosenstein 
Gary & Jessica Sachs 
Lori & Thomas Sauer 
David Schmidt 
Ronni Schwartz 
Ken Siegel 
Mary Sims 
Alice & Burt Solomon 
Hilliard & Faith Stallings 
Jennifer Stemmerrmann 
Edmund & Joyce Stibitz 
Marjorie Terry 
Wayne & Maureen Tillman 
Jules & Susan Titelbaum 
Cynthia & Joe Vengraitis 
Debra Vijayvergiya 
Prudence Walters 
Anne Wigglesworth 
Robin Wilson Morey 
Eleanor Winslow 
Marvin & Paula Zigman 
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Me, the "Other" Screening  

Fosters Discussion about  

Otherness in SOMA 

The film presents moving profiles 

of people who tell their personal 

stories of prejudice and share that 

‘otherness’ is never one thing. The 

audience enjoyed a talkback with 

the director and one of the storytellers. 

Remembering Carol Buchanan 

Carol Buchanan was a dedicated      

volunteer, teacher, librarian, and all 

round wonderful person. She, along 

with her husband Jim, was a             

Celebrating Integration honoree in 

2017. She had a strong commitment to 

the Hilton neighborhood. Her support 

of racial integration and inclusion, 

among so many other things, will be deeply missed.  

Demographics Report 

Visit our website to view the reports  

Our 2019 updated report offers an expanded look at the 

schools, an overview of school integration history, affordable 

housing, plus income and integration comparisons to some 

comparable NJ suburbs. Our goal in doing the study is to 

have accurate information about trends in racial integration 

in all aspects of SOMA community life in order to inform 

pro-integrative strategies.   

Juneteenth Celebration 

2019 

Juneteenth, an African 

American holiday marking 

the end of slavery, was   

celebrated at the Durand-

Hedden House in       

Maplewood. The event   

included performances, activities, and an exhibit on the his-

tory of slavery in New Jersey. 

Coalition Leaders on 

Here & Now 

Chair Robert A. Marchman 

and Executive Director  

Nancy Gagnier appeared on 

Here & Now to discuss the 

challenges of racial           

integration, the strategies 

used by the Coalition, and the new initiatives developed to 

address changing racial residential trends as well as ongoing 

equity issues. 

Facebook.com/CommunityCoalition          @coalitiononrace                 CoalitionOnRace             communitycoalitiononrace 

Fred Profeta's Generous Donation Furthers the  

Coalition on Race's Mission 

Fred Profeta, a founding board member 

and first chair of the Coalition on Race, 

made a very generous gift to the        

organization he has supported with his 

time, talent, and financial contributions 

over its 23-year history. Mr. Profeta’s 

gift of $29,000 at the end of 2018      

provided the seed money to enable the 

Coalition to work on a targeted marketing campaign that 

will support the sustainability of racial integration in the 

South Orange and Maplewood communities.  


