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March 6, 2018
The Honorable Richard Bloom
Chair, Assembly Subcommittee #3 on Resources and Transportation
State Capitol, Room 6026
Sacramento, CA 95814
Re: Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund -- SUPPORT
Dear Assemblymember Bloom:
A historic coalition of over 100 organizations writes in support of the proposed Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund,
which will address California’s statewide drinking water crisis and ensure all Californians have access to safe and affordable
drinking water.
California has a statewide safe drinking water crisis that affects one million Californians each year. Data released by the
California State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) in 2017 identified over 300 California public water systems
serving communities currently out of compliance with federal drinking water standards. Many communities have lacked safe

drinking water for years. Additionally, roughly 2 million Californians rely on domestic wells and state small water systems not
regulated by the state and ineligible for most assistance programs, leaving them particularly vulnerable. More troubling still,
California’s drinking water crisis disproportionately impacts low-income communities and communities of color. While small
water systems and rural communities remain the hardest hit unsafe drinking water can be found in every corner of the state.
California’s statewide drinking water crisis is a serious public health emergency. Exposure to unsafe levels of drinking water
contaminants like arsenic, nitrates, chromium-VI, 123 TCP, coliform and other contaminants found in drinking water can cause
serious, even deadly, heath impacts. These include a variety of cancers, birth defects, heart disease, thyroid illness and other
dangerous conditions.
For years the State Water Board has called for the creation of an ongoing funding source to support safe and affordable
drinking water needs. That’s because existing state and federal funds cannot be used to pay the operations and maintenance costs
for drinking water treatment or secure revenues to guarantee long term financing needed for some capital projects. The General
Fund, both volatile and subject to varied and growing demands is not a reliable source of funding and as such, cannot provide the
security necessary to support permanent drinking water solutions. As a result, small, rural or socioeconomically disadvantaged
communities and households are either forced to pay exorbitant rates for drinking water or buy bottled water, because they cannot
afford the treatment costs or secure long term financing due to a lack of a demonstrated long term funding source.
With these and other challenges in mind, the proposed Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund will:
 Provide long-term funding through grants for drinking water projects such as critical operations and maintenance needs,
drilling new wells, repairing or replacing failing drinking water infrastructure, providing technical assistance, conducting lead
pipe replacement, consolidating water systems, and other projects designed to secure long-term safe drinking water for all.
 Provide emergency replacement water, as needed, to ensure immediate protection of health and safety in response to
drought and other water supply and water quality emergencies.
 Leverage and maximize existing funding sources by housing the Fund at the State Water Board in its Office of Sustainable
Water Solutions.
 Identify high-risk areas for California’s state small and domestic well owners at risk of unsafe drinking water and provide
funding to support well testing programs.
 Complement ongoing regulatory efforts to reduce nitrate loading by conditioning limited regulatory enforcement
protection for agricultural dischargers on compliance with all existing and new regulations designed to protect groundwater
and drinking water.
 Serve as a statewide drinking water “insurance policy” that California communities can tap into as drinking water
challenges evolve in the coming years and decades.
The Fund will raise revenue sustainably and responsibly and features multiple protections. The solution is simple and costs
$.95 cents – less than a cup of coffee or a bottle of water – through a new safe drinking water fee that will be assessed on monthly
water bills, similar to California programs for other basic utilities like energy and telecommunications. Households under 200% of
the federal poverty level, as well any households enrolled in a local low-income ratepayer assistance program, will be exempted
from paying the fee. Additional revenues - commensurate with the contribution of nitrate contamination to our state’s drinking
water challenges - shall come from agriculture through an increase in the existing fertilizer mill fee and a new fee on dairies and
other confined animal facilities. The agricultural contribution will target drinking water impacts related to nitrate contamination.
Year 1 of all fees shall be structured to raise a combined total of $140 million, and then be adjusted annually thereafter to meet the
amount identified in the adopted annual funding needs assessment. The retail water fees may be adjusted downward based on the
annual needs assessment but CANNOT be raised above the fee caps explicitly set out in statute.
The Fund also includes numerous elements designed to facilitate public engagement, transparency and oversight. This
includes a requirement for the State Water Board to adopt an annual funding implementation plan, hold public meetings and
workshops, develop a multi-disciplinary stakeholder workgroup, and conduct periodic public reviews and assessments of the
Fund.
The Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund is supported by a historic coalition of over 100 organizations. These include
environmental justice organizations that work directly with impacted communities, environmental organizations, agricultural
organizations, health advocates, labor unions, civil rights organizations, anti-poverty organizations, food security advocates,
municipalities, water agencies, and others. Many impacted community residents have also participated in the legislative process in
support of the proposed Fund.
Access to safe, clean and affordable drinking water is a basic human right. The proposed Fund is predicated on the idea that we
must join hands together as a state to ensure all Californians have access to safe and affordable drinking water – both now and for
the generations to come. For these reason and all the other reasons outlined above, we strongly urge your support for the proposed
Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund.

Sincerely,
Allensworth Community Services District
Alliance of Child and Family Services
American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network
American Heart Association
American Rivers
American Stroke Association
Armona Community Services District
Arvin Community Services District
Asian Pacific Environmental Network
Asociación de Gente Unida por el Agua
Black Women for Wellness
CA Audubon
CA Bicycle Coalition
CA Environmental Justice Alliance
CA Food Policy Advocates
CA Housing Partnership
CA League of Conservation Voters
CA Pan-Ethnic Health Network
CA Rural Legal Assistance Foundation
CA Water Service
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Stockton
Center for Race, Poverty, and the Environment
Central California Asthma Collaborative
Central California Environmental Justice Network
City of Arvin
City of Hanford
City of Lindsay
City of Porterville
Clean Water Action
Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights
Comite Civico del Valle
Common Sense Kids Action
Community Alliance for Agroecology
Community Water Center
Cultiva la Salud
Dolores Huerta Foundation

cc:

El Quinto Sol de America
Environmental Defense Fund
Esperanza Community Housing CA
Faith in the Valley
Fresno Barrios Unidos
Fresno Building Healthy Communities
Friends Committee on Legislation of CA
Friends of Calwa
Lanare Community Services District
Latino Coalition for a Healthy America
Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability
League of Women Voters of California
Lutheran Office of Public Policy
Mi Familia Vota
Mission Readiness: Council for a Strong America
NextGen California
Pacific Institute
Pesticide Action Network North America
Physicians for Social Responsibility Los Angeles
Planning and Conservation League
PolicyLink
Poplar Community Services District
Public Health Advocates
Pueblo Unido CDC
RCAC
Self Help Enterprises
Service Employees International Union
Strategic Actions for a Just Economy
Strategic Concepts in Organizing & Policy
Education
Sultana Community Services District
Sunflower Alliance
TransForm
Western Center on Law & Poverty
Wholly H2O
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