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Amanda Peisch-Derby, Regional Coordinator  
California Department of Water Resources 
South Central Region Office 
Amanda.Peisch@water.ca.gov  
 
Amanda Peisch-Derby is the Regional Coordinator with the South Central 
Region Office of the California Department of Water Resources. Amanda is a 
Senior Water Resources Engineer and is a Registered Professional Engineer 
in Civil Engineering. As the Regional Coordinator, Amanda is the local 
informational point of contact for the Sustainable Groundwater Management 
Program. 

 
Patrick Pulpa, Executive Officer 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
patrick.pulupa@waterboards.ca.gov  

 
Patrick Pulupa is the recently-appointed Executive Officer of the Central 
Valley Water Board. Before his appointment, Patrick was the senior attorney 
for the Board. As the Board’s attorney, he worked with Board members, staff 
and stakeholders to find innovative legal solutions for the diverse water quality 
issues facing the Central Valley. Patrick has helped the Board navigate a wide 
variety of permitting questions, assisted in the development of TMDLs for 
legacy pollutants, and has provided legal guidance for the Board’s 
adjudication of numerous complex enforcement actions. Recently, he has 
been heavily engaged in the development of a Valley-wide salt and nutrient 
management plan. Patrick shares the Board’s commitment to transparency, 

accountability, and stakeholder engagement, and looks forward to putting these values into practice. 
 

 
Scott Fendorf, Huffington Family Professor of Earth Science  
Stanford University 
fendorf@stanford.edu 
 
Scott Fendorf is soil scientist and biogeochemist, whose particular area of 
interest is on the chemical and biological processes involving contaminants 
and nutrients. His work on the fundamental biogeochemistry of arsenic 
coupled with field work from Bangladesh, Cambodia, and Vietnam to the 
Central Valley of California has led to an understanding of how arsenic and 
other contaminants enters groundwater, a process that is impacting aquifers 
across the globe. He has helped lead a bridging of groups focused on solving 
what is termed ‘the largest mass poisoning in history’. Scott is the Huffington 
Family Professor of Earth Science at Stanford University. He is the founding 

chair of the Earth System Science Department and presently the Senior Associate Dean in the School of Earth, 
Energy, and Environmental Science at Stanford.  He is also a Senior Fellow in Stanford’s Woods Institute for the 
Environment.  
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Miranda Fram, Statewide and National Water-Quality Assessments Program, 
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), California Water Science Center  
mfram@usgs.gov  
 
Miranda Fram has been a geochemist at the U.S. Geological Survey 
California Water Science Center for 20 years, working on various water 
quality issues in groundwater and surface water resources used for drinking 
water supplies in California. Since 2012 she has been lead scientist and 
program chief for the USGS implementation of the California State Water 
Resources Control Board’s Groundwater Ambient Monitoring and 
Assessment (GAMA) Program Priority Basin Project. She has a bachelor's 
from Yale and a Ph.D. from Columbia University, both in geological sciences.  

 
 
Ken Manning, Executive Director 
San Gabriel Basin Water Quality Authority 
Ken@wqa.com  www.wqa.com 
  
Kenneth R. "Ken" Manning joined the San Gabriel Basin Water Quality           
Authority (SGBWQA) in March of 2011 as their Executive Director. Prior to            
March 2011, Mr. Manning served as the CEO of the Chino Basin            
Watermaster, the court appointed agency responsible for administering the         
1978 judgment for all water users in the basin. He has also served as              
President of the Association of Groundwater Agencies (AGWA) from 2005 to           
2009 and currently serves as Chairman of the California Groundwater          
Coalition (CGC). 

 
 

Aaron Fukuda, General Manager 
Tulare Irrigation District  
akf@tulareid.org  
 
Aaron Fukuda began his career with the Tulare Irrigation District as the 
District Engineer in May 2006 and transitioned to the General Manager in 
May 2018. Mr. Fukuda has also been involved in securing grant funds and 
administering grant projects within the District and with partners throughout 
the hydrologic basin. As General Manager, Mr. Fukuda oversees the 
day-to-day operations of the District, while continuing to promote the 
conjunctive use operations of the District and its growers.  He also 
coordinates water activities with surrounding jurisdictions, including the 
development of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Mid-Kaweah 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency.  Lastly, Mr. Fukuda continues to monitor 
the myriad of regulations to ensure that the functions of the District are 
following State and Federal regulations.  
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