
 

PCM Political Action Toolkit 

Hello! 
As we’ve seen in the months since the election, resistance works. From the healthcare fight to 
the February Congressional recess, it’s clear that there are few things more powerful than when 
we join our voices together in solidarity and speak out for justice. 
 
In the lead-up to the Peoples Climate March on April 29th, we will dispatch an unstoppable 
wave of resistance that puts our elected officials on notice: we demand climate justice and good 
jobs. The PCM is working with the Town Hall Project (THP) to connect climate organizers into 
town hall actions that are taking place in communities across the country during the April 
Congressional recess. 
 
The purpose of this toolkit is to provide a set of resources you can use to engage in your local 
town halls. We are looking at the April recess as an opportunity to build momentum in the lead 
up to the march in DC and solidarity marches across the country. 
 

What’s in here? 
Plugging into Local Actions in Your Community 

State-Specific Resources 

Social media 

Art and Signage 

Talking Points 
Topline Environmental talking points 
The need for climate action: 
Neil Gorsuch 
EPA Budget Cuts 
Why we need the Clean Power Plan 
Fossil Fuel Subsidies 
 
 

 

https://townhallproject.com/
http://www.peoplesclimate.org/


 

Plugging into Local Actions in Your Community 
Our Goal: To demonstrate to our members of Congress (MOCs) that they must 
host town halls and other engagement opportunities in-district.  
 
Why Town Halls? According to THP, “There is no better way to influence your representatives 
than in-person conversations. Town halls are a longstanding American tradition--where our 
elected representatives must listen and respond to the concerns of their constituents. 
Remember: you are their boss.” 
 
So, Town Halls seem like an awesome opportunity to influence our MOCs, right? 
Here’s what we’re asking you to do: 
 
First, check out this great map from THP to find an event happening in your district. If 
there isn’t an event listed on THP, you can also determine if they’re hosting a meeting in your 
community by calling their office. 

● If they are, we’re asking you to show up at your town hall or other local event ready to 
ask your MOC questions about climate change, the EPA budget cuts and other threats 
to the health of our communities. We have prepared a number of talking points, 
questions, and additional resources for your use at your event -- which you can find 
below. 

 
Did you find that your MOC doesn’t currently have a town hall scheduled in your 
community? In that case, here’s what you can do: 

● In order to try to schedule an event, call their district offices and let them know you 
expect them to hold public events with their constituents. Invite your friends and others in 
your community to place similar calls. 

● Once you’ve made your call (and asked your friends to do the same), inform your local 
press, and if your MOC is still not hosting an event, you can hold an “Empty Chair” town 
hall. 

 
Lastly, fill out this survey to let use know that you’re planning to engage with your MOC 
on behalf of your local organization and PCM. We’ll follow up with you to help ensure that 
you have everything you need to effectively engage with these events. This is great opportunity 
to for us to grow momentum for climate justice and good jobs in the lead up to April 29th 
marches across the country -- and we’re excited to support & build with you. 
 

https://www.indivisibleguide.com/resources-2/2017/2/12/missing-members-of-congress-action-plan
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members
https://townhallproject.com/
https://front.moveon.org/how-to-get-media-attention/#.WOEpLVMrLrf
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members
https://front.moveon.org/how-to-get-media-attention/#.WOEpLVMrLrf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9k8fFl-m8AIY2G1yorgIfmMqPMrUBFtM-QIRuOWl7ytO1Zw/viewform?c=0&w=1


 

State-Specific Resources 
The resources below describe climate impacts specific to each of the 50 states. These are 
provided for background purposes only, and do not capture the full extent of climate-related 
issues in each state. 

Alabama Hawaii Massachusetts  New Mexico South Dakota 

Alaska  Idaho Michigan New York Tennessee 

Arizona Illinois Minnesota North Carolina Texas 

Arkansas Indiana Mississippi North Dakota Utah 

California Iowa Missouri Ohio Vermont 

Colorado Kansas Montana Oklahoma Virginia 

Connecticut Kentucky Nebraska Oregon Washington 

Delaware Louisiana Nevada  Pennsylvania West Virginia  

Florida Maine  New Hampshire Rhode Island  Wisconsin 

Georgia Maryland New Jersey South Carolina  Wyoming  

 
Additional resources on climate impacts can be found at the following sites: 

● What Climate Change Means for Regions Across America 
● Talking points on EPA’s benefits to a number of states. 

Social media 
It’s critical that our engagement with elected officials is captured via social media -- and that we 
are able to share the story of our work with a broader audience. We are using two hashtags: 
#climatemarch and #peoplesclimate. They fit into sentences differently, so use whichever 
applies to your post or tweet. Both hashtags are being monitored by PCM staff. 
 
Here are some great tips on social media best practices from our friends at SEIU. And, here are 
additional resources specific to using Facebook Live -- a phenomenal tool for capturing your 
engagement at the town hall events. It’s always useful to coordinate amongst your group as to 
who will be in charge of live streaming or capturing video of specific questions.  

http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/colorado
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/state-reports/HAWAII_NCA_2014.pdf
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/arizona
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/state-reports/MARYLAND_NCA_2014.pdf
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/utah
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/kentucky
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/state-reports/NORTHDAKOTA_NCA_2014.pdf
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/state-reports/DELAWARE_NCA_2014.pdf
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/state-reports/VERMONT_NCA_2014.pdf
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/california
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/florida
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/state-reports/TENNESSEE_NCA_2014.pdf
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/new-jersey
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/kansas
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/washington
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZRUn230UK7mU_xtYEbZXspsUL2uIZlCOPkg115hNkuY/edit
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/state-reports/RHODEISLAND_NCA_2014.pdf
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/iowa
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/missouri
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6mbkRsYqiq_dlBsMGQzVFlWSGc/view?usp=sharing
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/state-reports/NEWMEXICO_NCA_2014.pdf
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/nevada
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/texas
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/MINNESOTA_NCA_2014.pdf
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/arkansas
https://s3.amazonaws.com/s3.moveon.org/images/29928_SocialMediaActivism101_Eng_1.pdf
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/state-reports/MISSISSIPPI_NCA_2014.pdf
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/montana
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/state-reports/IDAHO_NCA_2014.pdf
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/alabama
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/north-carolina
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/state-reports/MASSACHUSETTS_NCA_2014.pdf
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/ohio
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZRUn230UK7mU_xtYEbZXspsUL2uIZlCOPkg115hNkuY/edit
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/state-reports/OREGON_NCA_2014.pdf
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/south-carolina
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2014/05/06/what-climate-change-means-regions-across-america
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/michigan
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/state-reports/CONNECTICUT_NCA_2014.pdf
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/wyoming
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/state-reports/SOUTHDAKOTA_NCA_2014.pdf
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/wisconsin
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/virginia
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/state-reports/OKLAHOMA_NCA_2014.pdf
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/new-hampshire
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/west-virginia
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/indiana
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B6mbkRsYqiq_cmhvN3F6M0YtWUk
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/louisiana
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/illinois
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/alaska
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/georgia
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/pennsylvania
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/new-york
http://climatenexus.org/learn/state-fact-sheets/nebraska


 

Art and Signage 
We want you to be visible at the town hall as a member of the movement for climate justice. 
With that in mind, we have created a series of resources that you can print out for use at your 
event to grab your MOC’s attention even if you aren’t asking a question. 
 
Check out these resources describing how to bring visual storytelling to your town hall to 
demonstrate our power as a movement for good jobs and climate justice. 
 
And, here are signs for you to print out at home & bring with you to your town hall. 

Talking Points + Questions 
Below are talking points by issue area theme, as well as some questions you can ask your MOC 
during the town hall. Here’s where you can find more on PCM’s platform and list of demands. 

Big Picture Environmental Talking Points 
● The Trump Administration and its allies in Congress are abusing their power to rig the 

system for corporate interests and weaken or eliminate standards that protect all 
Americans from harm to public health and safety.  

● The crisis in Flint, Michigan awakened many Americans to the dangers of unsafe 
drinking water. But Flint is not alone: lead-contaminated tap water is a national crisis. For 
the last two years, EPA data shows that 18 million people used water systems with 
unsafe lead levels, violating health standards. These figures do not count unsafe water 
at our schools. 

● Americans didn’t vote to change the Clean Air Act to the Dirty Air Act – or to let 
corporations off the hook when it comes to polluting our air, water, and land. 

● Question(s): 
○ How is it that you plan to address rollbacks to policies like the Clean Air Act, 

Clean Water Act and others that will hurt the health of our communities? 

The Need for Climate Action 
● Last year was the hottest since global record-keeping began in 1880. It was the third 

record-breaking year in a row. Of the 17 hottest years on record, 16 have occurred in 
this 17-year-old century. 

● We all see the results: rising seas, mass extinctions, the spread of disease, widening 
deserts, vanishing sea ice, withering drought and raging wildfires, storms and floods. 

● Polls show that Americans also want action. Gallup found concern about climate change 
this year at an eight-year high, with Republicans and Democrats alike expressing higher 
concern. 

https://arts.peoplesclimate.org/telling-your-story/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/climate-change-will-accelerate-earths-sixth-mass-extinction-180955138/
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/time-series/global/globe/land_ocean/ytd/12/1880-2016
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/10/24/world/asia/living-in-chinas-expanding-deserts.html
http://www.gallup.com/poll/190010/concern-global-warming-eight-year-high.aspx
http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/report/sectors/forests
https://www.climate.gov/news-features/featured-images/2017-arctic-winter-maximum-and-antarctic-summer-minimum-both-set-new
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Features/ClimateStorms/page2.php
http://www.who.int/globalchange/environment/en/chapter6.pdf
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/time-series/global/globe/land_ocean/ytd/12/1880-2016
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/global/201613
https://www.climate.gov/news-features/understanding-climate/climate-change-global-sea-level
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/extreme-floods-may-be-the-new-normal/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OBuD6qcNriCEMXxVnVSF8tMYMesI3Sc1uymFS5wRnXQ/edit
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/10/24/world/asia/living-in-chinas-expanding-deserts.html
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B0chF4OQ2SPoNm5ybElESEVfbmc
https://www.epa.gov/climate-indicators/southwest


 

● The U.S. military is worried about conflicts as a result of food and water shortages and 
risks to military readiness due to flooding of military bases from sea level rise. 

● Health officials warn of intensified cases of asthma and other respiratory diseases, 
longer pollen allergy seasons, increased cases of heat stroke and other heat-related 
illnesses, and increased risks of insect- and waterborne diseases. 

● The financial sector warns of costly damage to the U.S. economy, such as lower crop 
yields in the Midwest and massive property losses from rising sea levels on the East and 
Gulf Coasts. 

● Question(s): 
○ Do you support taking action to address climate change, which has already 

brought [fill in local impact] impact(s) to our community? What are you going to 
do to address this issue? 

Supreme Court Nominee Neil Gorsuch 
● Neil Gorsuch, a Bush appointee on the United States Court of Appeals, has been a 

vocal proponent of overturning long-standing Supreme Court precedent, which would 
enable justices to overturn environment and public health protections that they opposed 
for political reasons. 

● Gorsuch believes in out-of-the mainstream legal theories that could endanger important 
protections for clean air, clean water, workers, and safe food and medicine that we all 
depend on each day. Even the late Justice Scalia himself rejected a recent attempt to 
reinvigorate one of these discredited theories. 

● If confirmed to the Supreme Court, Neil Gorsuch would tip the scales of justice in favor of 
the powerful and against the people.  

● Question(s): 
○ Will you vote against Neil Gorsuch’s confirmation to the Supreme Court? 

EPA Budget Cuts 
● President Trump’s proposed budget is a reckless attack on American families. The 

massive cuts Trump has planned for the EPA would put thousands of Americans across 
the country out of a job and hobble the agency responsible for enforcing the nation’s 
laws and rules that set public health protections for our air, land, and water. 

● President Trump and his accomplice, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, are cozy with the 
fossil fuel industry and have made it clear that the EPA’s mission of protecting public 
health will take a backseat to allowing the industry to pollute at will. 

● Slashing the EPA budget and decimating its ability to enforce our laws and rules comes 
with casualties. Rates of asthma attacks and heart attacks will spike. Premature deaths 
related to pollution could increase. These are real American lives and the EPA will be 
powerless to protect us all. 

● If the Trump Administration rolls back standards to curb mercury and other toxic air 
pollutants – that could trigger up to 11,000 premature deaths and 130,000 asthma 
attacks per year. 

http://climatenexus.org/learn/regional-impacts/state-fact-sheets


 

● If the Trump Administration rolls back standards to reduce soot and smog pollution –that 
could trigger up to 15,000 non-fatal heart attacks, 34,000 premature deaths, and 
400,000 asthma attacks every year. 

● If the Trump Administration overturns the Clean Power Plan, which would combat 
climate change and cut carbon pollution from existing power plants, it could trigger up to 
3,600 premature deaths, 90,000 asthma attacks in children, and 300,000 missed work 
and school days every year when fully implemented. 

● If the Trump Administration rolls back or prevents protections from oil and gas industry 
leaks of methane and toxic chemicals, over 12 million Americans living near oil and gas 
facilities will remain exposed to cancer-causing chemicals. The smog caused by oil and 
gas pollution will be responsible for causing 750,000 asthma attacks in children each 
summer. 

● Question(s) 
○ Will you stand up for the health and safety of our communities and oppose cuts 

to the EPA’s budget? 

Why We Need the Clean Power Plan 
● The Clean Power Plan is the Obama Administration’s landmark initiative to address the 

central environmental threat of our time, climate change. 
● The plan sets the first limits on the dangerous carbon pollution driving climate change 

and from our largest source, the nation’s aging fleet of coal- and-gas-fired power plants. 
● Today these plants release nearly 40 percent of the total U.S. carbon pollution. The 

Clean Power Plan will sharply reduce that carbon pollution 32 percent by 2030 
compared to 2005 levels. 

● This is the best step our country has ever taken to reduce the threat of climate change. 
● As we curb carbon pollution, we will accelerate the transition to a future powered by 

clean energy. 
● Already, millions of Americans go to work in clean energy jobs, and those jobs will grow 

under the Clean Power Plan. 
● Question(s) 

○ 69% of Americans believe that we should limit pollution from power plants. Do 
you support limiting dangerous pollution that threaten our communities with 
asthma and other health issues? 

Fossil Fuel Subsidies: Why We Need to Separate Oil & State 
● In the last election cycle the oil and gas industry spent $350 million in political 

contributions and lobbying, and received billions in government subsidies.  
● In the 2013-2014 election cycle, for every $1 the oil, gas, and coal industry spent on 

contributions and lobbying, they got back $119 in subsidies – that’s a 11,900% return on 
their political investment. 

● The federal government hands the oil, gas and coal industry $17 billion in tax breaks and 
giveaways every year. 

○ That’s almost 10 times what the federal government spends on all renewable 
energy and energy efficiency programs within the Department of Energy. 

http://priceofoil.org/fossil-fuel-industry-influence-in-the-u-s/
http://priceofoil.org/fossil-fuel-industry-influence-in-the-u-s/


 

○ That’s almost 20% of the annual “cost saving” cuts to Medicaid proposed by 
Republicans. 

○ That’s more than the $15 billion Trump proposes cutting from the Department of 
Health and Human Services to support the National Institutes of Health and to 
train healthcare professionals, among other programs. 

● At current prices, almost half of all oil production expected to come online in the United 
States is only economic if the public props up private investments with taxpayer 
handouts. The other half of oil production would happen even without subsidies, 
meaning our government is handing over about $6 billion in subsidies that simply line oil 
company pockets.  

● In each of his presidential budgets, Obama called for the elimination of taxpayer 
handouts to the fossil fuel industry worth $38 billion over the next 10 years. Cutting these 
tax breaks in the 2018 budget would save Americans $4.2 billion this year alone. 

● Instead, Trump’s FY 2018 budget slashes $4.2 billion for programs that help low-income 
families afford heating, provide services for disabled Americans, and deliver food to 
senior citizens through initiatives like Meals on Wheels. 

● Question(s): 
○ Will you commit to ending this dirty energy money cycle by demanding the 

separation of oil and state? 
○ Will you commit to ending fossil fuel subsidies? 

Resources: 
Hashtags: #StopFundingFossils, #SeparateOil&State 
Shareable graphics: [coming] 
Poster images: [coming] 
 

 

http://priceofoil.org/content/uploads/2017/01/subsidies-inforgaphic-jan-2017-final.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/trump-presidential-budget-2018-proposal/?utm_term=.4cd115177a8e
http://priceofoil.org/content/uploads/2017/01/subsidies-inforgaphic-jan-2017-final.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/trump-presidential-budget-2018-proposal/?utm_term=.4cd115177a8e
http://priceofoil.org/content/uploads/2017/01/subsidies-inforgaphic-jan-2017-final.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/trump-presidential-budget-2018-proposal/?utm_term=.4cd115177a8e

