
 

 

Instructions for CEN/Elders Climate Action  
Petition Gatherers: 

 
Mission:  Please keep in mind that this petition drive is not just about 
influencing members of Congress in September - perhaps most importantly 
it is about building an elders movement that will ultimately make a big 
difference in moving our country off the path we are on to a clean energy 
future. 
 
So, educating and identifying elders who share our goals and are willing to 
help with the effort long term is an essential goal, and it shapes this petition 
drive. 
 
Which petition to use? There are different versions of the petition, for use 
in different settings. 
 
Gathering signatures at a Group presentation – sometimes you will 
have the opportunity to make a presentation to a group of people. In this 
setting, it’s desirable to give each person an informational, single-signature 
petition, as there will be time to read it through and follow along as you 
cover highlights. There is greater opportunity for education on the spot, so 
we use the petition that provides more information. Two petitions have been 
designed for this use:  
 

The Single-Signature Petition for Elders is for use when speaking to a 
group of elders such as in a retirement home, and each person will sign 
their own petition. The petition begins “As an older American, or Elder….” 
 
The Single-Signature Petition for All Ages is used when speaking to  
a mixed-age group such as a community gathering or church 
congregation – again, each person is given their own petition to sign. 

 
Gathering Signatures in all other settings – often signatures are 
gathered in public following a short conversation with a person. This might 
be at an event table at a community gathering or standing with a clip board 
at a farmer’s market or similar venue. For this purpose, use: 
 

The Multi-Signature Petition – this petition has room for eight 
signatures and people often sign quickly and move on. Because 
conversations may be brief, there is a short, informational sheet in the 
download packet that can be given to those who wish to have more 
information.  



 

 

 
Two important practices for this petition gathering project: 
 

1. We want to identify all elders who sign a petition so that we can follow 
up with them later. You’ll note that people are asked to check 
Yes or No to “Are you an Elder” at the end of the Signature line 
on two of the petitions. Please give them a gentle reminder if 
they don’t. If asked “What’s the definition of an elder?” you can 
suggest 55 or older. 

 
2. We want to let all signers know the outcome of the campaign, and we 

especially want to stay in contact with elders on an ongoing basis. 
Therefore, it is very important to get the email address 
whenever possible.  

 
 


