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Summary 

At the Paris summit in December 2015, 196 countries will meet to sign a new 
climate change agreement. But how likely is it that it will be meaningful and make 
a difference to climate action on the ground? 
Not only is a deal possible but, with the right political leadership, it can lead to 
ambitious outcomes that will have a real impact on tackling climate change. 
Countries like the US and China are working to ensure an outcome is likely in 
2015, and the years since the 2009 Copenhagen negotiations have seen some 
significant breakthroughs. 
The 2009 negotiations were fraught and chaotic, with a last minute agreement 
emerging after frantic scenes on the conference floor. Yet international 
negotiations remain vital for countries to build on national approaches, providing 
reassurance that they are not acting alone, and making it easier for nations to 
work together towards a low carbon future. 
This is why the 2015 Paris summit is important. To ensure meaningful action on 
climate change, the deal must contain the following elements: 

Ø Ambitious action before and after 2020; 
Ø A strong legal framework and clear rules; 
Ø A central role for equity; 
Ø A long term approach; 
Ø Public finance for adaptation and the low carbon transition; 
Ø A framework for action on deforestation and land use; and 
Ø Clear links to the 2015 Sustainable Development Goals. 

 
A strong deal will make a significant difference to the ability of individual 
countries to tackle climate change. It will provide a clear signal to business, to 
guide investment toward low carbon outcomes. It will reduce the competitiveness 
impacts of national policies, and create a simpler, more predictable framework for 
companies operating in different countries. 
Vitally, a strong climate deal will help to meet international development aims, 
which are at increasing risk from rising global temperatures. Eliminating poverty, 
improving health and building security are all outcomes linked to tackling climate 
change. 
And it will also bring huge benefits to the natural environment by helping to avoid 
biodiversity loss and the degradation of ecosystems upon which we all depend. 
For further information see: 
http://www.green-alliance.org.uk/resources/Paris%202015-
getting%20a%20global%20agreement%20on%20climate%20change.pdf 


