
Before You Gather Signatures….. 
  

Prior to gathering petition signatures, please take a moment to consider why we are doing 
this project and what we each want to exhibit during the process. Think about your 
energy and the state of being you want to manifest as you ask for another’s support in 
signing our petition. 

Our immediate goal is to encourage our Congress to pass legislation that addresses the 
threat of greenhouse gas pollution and climate change to us, our descendants and all of 
life; it is that serious. Beyond that, though, our deeper purpose is to help shift our 
nation’s social culture to one that is more equitable, caring, safe, and sustainable. It is to 
build communities in which all feel like they belong and all gain meaning from their 
contributions.  

As part of that shift, and as we seek signature support, our positive state of being can 
convey our sense of hope, confidence, and determination. It can convey that we 
collectively and collaboratively will bring about the change we all long for.   
We want the people that we encounter to have a positive experience, whether they linger 
to talk with us or not, whether they sign our petition or not. We want the people that we 
meet to feel seen and heard by our whole-hearted listening and authentic curiosity.  
A suggested process before beginning each signature gathering experience is: 

• Sit for a few moments in silence; 
• Notice how you feel regarding apprehension or expectation; 
• Vow to listen with empathy, compassion, and for the emotional connection that 

can come from your interchanges; and 
• With that, set your intention for the experience and personal state of being you 

want to create as you speak with each other person. 
It’s good to develop a short opening statement to engage the person with whom you are 
speaking. For example: 

• “Our Elders Climate Action campaign is gathering signatures calling for Congress 
to preserve a livable planet by passing legislation to reduce greenhouse gas 
pollution.” 

• “Your name will join what we hope will be those of one million other concerned 
Americans.”  

• “In honor of Grandparents Action Day, on September 10th, your signatures will 
be hand carried to your representatives in Washington D.C., on behalf of our 
grandchildren, future generations and all life.” 

As you listen and speak with an open heart, follow-up questions will emerge naturally. 
Some prompting questions might be: 

• “How do you feel about climate change?”  
• “What is your take on this petition?” 
• “Do you have any questions?” 

Finally, know that as you go about gathering the signatures you are joining with a 
growing number of fellow citizens who are doing this very important work for the sake of 
humanity’s future. 


