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ATT: Hon Minister David Speirs MP 

C/O Green Industries SA (GISA)  

GPO Box 1047  

Adelaide SA 5001 

 

 

21st February 2019 

 

 

RE: Impacts of Single Use Plastic Products 

 

 

Dear Minister, 

 

The Conservation Council of South Australia (Conservation SA) welcomes the opportunity to 

make a response in relation to the Impacts of singe use plastic products discussion paper 

2019. 

 

Conservation SA is an independent, non-profit and strictly non-party political peak body 

organisation representing more than 60 of South Australia’s environment and conservation 

organisations. Conservation SA has been a strong advocate for the protection of native 

vegetation, biodiversity and sustainable practices in South Australia since 1971. 

We strongly welcome this review.  It is timely and needed. 

We have a great opportunity to continue our state’s impressive leadership in the area of 

waste reduction through the ground breaking Container Deposit Legislation, bans on single 

use plastic bags and exploration of opportunities through the Circular Economy. 

In the case of CDL and plastic bags, it is notable that both involved assertive government 

regulation creating a broad community-wide scheme rather than relying on voluntary or 

industry-led schemes. 

It is also worth noting the enormous level of public support for these two actions. 

This support is also very present when it comes to single use, disposable plastic products that 

are not designed to or are too difficult to recycle. 

The level of community interest is huge. This is evidenced by the powerful community 

response to our waste reduction communications and the popularity of programs we run 

through the Joinery, such as Plastic Free July workshops. 

There is no doubt it is a huge environmental issue, due to: 

 waste of precious fossil fuels in the production of resources that are not re-used or 

recycled, and  

 the fact that the vast majority of products end up in landfill or the ocean. 

It is essential that any impact is regarded as fair and equitable. Our community struggles 

when the burden is placed on them, and when other actors in society are not required to 

make the same changes. Regulation is vital to level the playing field and ensure consistency 

of responsibility.  

Change will require a combination of clear and wise government leadership, good 

community education and supportive systems (including viable alternative options). The SA 

experience is clear: the community is willing and able to embrace this. 
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Some responses to specific questions: 

1) Do you consider single-use plastic products are causing environmental problems? 

Yes - through enormous wastage (in landfill) and risk to marine creatures (in our marine 

environment and coasts). 

 

2) What do you consider to be the most important problem associated with single - use 

plastic products that needs to be addressed? 

 

The profound impact on our waste stream and our oceans, and the loss of vital resources 

that could be recovered. 

 

 

3) What are your views on extending South Australia’s ban on lightweight single-use shopping 

bags to include thicker plastic bags? What would be the consequences of such action for 

community, businesses and the environment? 

 

Conservation SA has seen strong support for this move. The original ban has been embraced.  

Inclusion of thicker bags will aid in behaviour change by making it easier for consumers (as all 

disposable bags are treated equally). 

 

 

4) Should all checkout bags and produce bags (i.e. for grocery items) be made from 

compostable (Australian Standard 4736-2006) material? What would the impacts be for 

retailers, consumers and industry? Would there be demand and flow-on benefits in 

establishing new industry to produce compostable bags here in SA? 

 

Yes — this is an enormous opportunity for new industry development. It is also will assist 

reducing contamination in food waste streams. 

 

 

5) What do you do with biodegradable, degradable or compostable bags once you have 

finished using them? What do you think about the idea of banning lightweight single-use 

shopping bags even those made from biodegradable, degradable or compostable 

substances, as has been proposed in other Australian jurisdictions? 

 

Yes — Conservation SA has strong support for ban on all light weight single use shopping 

bags.  It will reduce confusion for consumers. 

 

 

6) Do you think South Australia should introduce measures to address items such as single-

use plastic straws and plastic-lined takeaway coffee cups? What other single-use plastic 

items or problematic products would you like to be considered for possible government 

intervention? 

 

Items that should be considered include: 

 straws 

 plastic lined coffee cups 

 single use cutlery 

 plastic cotton buds 

 plastic stirrers, and 

 disposable takeaway containers. 

 

Support should also be provided on problematic plastic wrapping and alternatives.   
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7) What are your views on the list of items excluded (see page 30 of the discussion paper) 

and do you think there are others that do not require additional action or should be exempt 

from possible government intervention, and why? Are there exclusions that should be 

included? Why? 

 

Items such as wet wipes should be included, as they create an enormous issue for water 

authorities. Action on microbeads should be considered if a cogent national approach is not 

acted upon soon. Clear direction of discarded fishing gear is necessary as it is a huge issue.   

 

 

8) Do you think that labelling describing how to recycle or dispose of a product, or parts of 

the product is helpful to consumers? For which products would better product labelling 

enable better disposal? 

 

There is currently a lot of confusion. Consumers aren’t sure about which types of plastic can 

be recycled. Community education and better labelling is essential to ensure this initiative is 

a success. 

 

 

12) Do you think government intervention is required in relation to single-use plastic products 

or other problematic single-use items? If so, what type and in what timeframe? 

 

Yes — government regulation is essential. Regulation has proved far more successful than 

voluntary schemes because the impact is greater, and the community embraces them 

because they are seen to be fair (level playing field). 

 

This is an urgent problem, so needs urgent action.   

 

A similar timeframe to the introduction of the original plastic shopping bag ban seems a 

reasonable guide. If we want SA to lead the way, we need to act quickly, as many other 

jurisdictions are considering similar action. First movers benefit from the creation of new 

industries. 

 

 

13) Do you think that restricting the sale or supply of some single-use plastic or other 

problematic products for which there are more sustainable alternatives available is a good 

idea? 

 

Yes — Conservation SA strongly supports this initiative. This review shows great leadership from 

the Minister and we encourage him to continue to champion sustainability actions. 

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback. Please do not hesitate to contact me on 

craig.wilkins@conservationsa.org.au or (08) 8223 5155 should you require any further 

information. 

Yours sincerely,  

 
Craig Wilkins  

Chief Executive 

mailto:craig.wilkins@conservationsa.org.au

