
 

 

 

 

 

22 January 2020 

 

To: State Commission Assessment Panel 

 

Submitted via email: scapreps@sa.gov.au 

 

Cc:  

Hon David Speirs MP, Minister for Environment and Water 

John Schutz, Chief Executive, Department for Environment and Water  

 

RE: Development Number: 453/V010/20 - objection to construction works taking place during 

the endangered Southern Right Whale breeding season 

 
 

Dear SCAP Members, 

 

The Conservation Council of South Australia is pleased to provide comment on The Granite Island 

Causeway Project development application by Department for Infrastructure and Transport 

currently before the State Commission Assessment Panel (SCAP). 

 

The Conservation Council of South Australia is a peak body representing over 60 member groups 

whose main purpose is conservation and protection of the environment. Combined, these groups 

represent over 90,000 South Australians. Conservation Council SA is an independent, non-profit 

and strictly non-party political organisation that runs environment programs, researches and 

advocates in relation to environmental challenges and solutions, and educates and engages 

people about what they can do to help. 

 

We are not opposed to the project itself but are deeply concerned about the timing of 

construction. 

 

The proposed construction zone is within an important and rare nursery for the endangered 

Southern Right Whale.   

 

The proposed construction will involve pile driving and associated processes which will generate 

significant underwater noise. Underwater noise of this type has been shown to have detrimental 

effects on marine mammals including the endangered Southern Right Whale who use sound to 

communicate, navigate and interpret their environment. 

 

Encounter Bay is an important nursery area, aggregation ground and migration corridor for 

female and calf pairs and unaccompanied adult Southern Right Whales between May and 

November.  It is a biologically important area for nursing, breeding and resting where pregnant 

females and others with calves are known to frequent. Mothers fast while they are in our waters so 



have finite energy stores which they need for calf (through feeding), and for return to sub-

Antarctic feeding grounds.  

 

There is clear and extensive local and international evidence that underwater noise of the type 

proposed in this Development application will disrupt mother and calf bonding and nursing, 

cause females to expend excess energy by not being able to rest resulting in reduced energy 

available to calf through mother’s milk and is highly like to deter the whales from the area all 

together.  

 

Noise levels associated with this kind of construction can be detected by whales tens of kilometres 

away, therefore proposed mitigating strategies, including a limited exclusion zone, will be 

ineffective and inappropriate.   

 

These issues disappear if the decision is taken to build the causeway outside of the whale nursery 

season (May to November).  

 

The South Australian Government has an opportunity to demonstrate best practice management 

of threats to threatened and endangered marine mammals inside a biologically important area.   

 

There is a significant concern that these works will stop whale mothers returning to Encounter Bay.  

This is an enormous risk for the local South Coast economy and community, with whale tourism 

driving a huge amount of economic and visitor activity. 

 

The threat from the Granite Island Causeway construction will only exacerbate the issues 

migrating Southern Right Whales already face with increased boating activity and its associated 

incidental noise, illegal approach, and potential collision. 

 

Recommendation: we strongly urge SCAP to require any works likely to interfere with endangered 

Southern Right Whales (including pile driving) to take place outside the whale nursery season 

(May to November). 

 

I would be happy to discuss our submission in more detail and would like to present to SCAP when 

this issue is considered. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 
 

 
Craig Wilkins 

Chief Executive 

 

 


