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State Bushfire Coordination Committee 

C/-SACFS, PO Box 2468 

ADELAIDE SA 5001 

CFS.SBCC@sa.gov.au 

 

3rd May 2021 

 

To Whom it may concern, 

 

RE: Conservation Council South Australia (Conservation SA) comments on draft South Australian State 

Bushfire Management Plan 

 

For 50 years, Conservation SA has been committed to protecting, restoring and conserving South 

Australia's natural environment and advocating for a more sustainable future for our state.  Conservation 

SA was established in 1971 to provide a shared voice for community environmental organisations from 

across South Australia. Conservation SA champions the South Australian environment and the people who 

care about it by increasing community awareness of environmental challenges and engagement in 

emerging solutions. 

As the state's peak environment organisation, we represent 90,000+ people in more than 60 environment 

related groups across SA.  Conservation SA has always been an independent, non-profit, non-government 

and non-party political organisation. 

Conservation SA nominated members of the State Bushfire Coordination Committee (SBCC) have 

previously forwarded over 50 comments to the Country Fire Service (CFS) during the development of the 

draft South Australian State Bushfire Fire Management Plan (SBMP).  Those comments were specific in 

nature and focused upon a variety of operational matters including, bushfire planning, mitigation, and 

response, as well as related policy and legislative issues. 

As a part of the broader SBMP public consultation process, Conservation SA now provides higher level 

strategic comments around the broader intent of the SBMP and bushfire management in South Australia 

more generally. 
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A continued commitment to a culture of business improvement 

Conservation SA supports a culture of continued business improvement across all aspects of bushfire 

management throughout South Australia.  Conservation SA notes the recent Independent Review into the 

2019/20 SA Bushfires 2020 and supports ongoing implementation of its 15 recommendations to improve 

bushfire management, response, and recovery. 

Within this spirit of ongoing business improvement described by the Independent Review an opportunity 

exists to extend the considerations for improving biodiversity protection as a normal component of 

bushfire planning and response. Ideally, the SBMP could be more overt in describing the environmental 

values threatened by bushfires to support stronger operational protections of unique ecosystems and 

areas of high biodiversity value.  Appropriate representation of biodiversity protection with the SBMP 

provides the impetus for ensuring it is considered at all levels of bushfire planning and management.  

Conservation SA nominated members of the SBCC are available to discuss with CFS representatives how 

environmental values could be better emphasised within the SBMP.  

 

Supporting community-based planning 

Conservation SA notes and welcomes the recent resource commitment to the Bushfire Planning Unit 

within the CFS.  This is a significant outcome and one that will improve community engagement in bushfire 

management planning processes.  Members of the Conservation SA network look forward to supporting 

the Bushfire Planning Unit and working with staff to explore mechanisms that improve and enshrine 

biodiversity protections at an operational within Bushfire Management Area Plans.  

 

Better understanding the ecological impacts of fire as a basis for improved management 

Inappropriate fire regimes can affect the functioning of ecosystems and threaten the inherent biodiversity 

values they support.  Much of contemporary fire management knowledge relies upon anecdotal 

observations and is not based upon appropriate research and quantitative data.  An opportunity exists to 

develop a prioritised bushfire research agenda to address key bushfire management knowledge gaps.   

The SBMP should provide the framework for the development of an integrated research collaboration that 

includes research organisations, fire management agencies, landowners, and land management 

organisations.  The collaboration should aim to develop practical approaches to improved fire 

management, that integrate with current land uses and promote stronger ecological outcomes at a 

regional scale.  Ultimately the research should contribute toward the further refinement of the 

Department of Environment and Water Ecological Fire Management Guidelines for Prescribed Burning in 

South Australia. 

 

Conservation sector collaboration 

Finally, Conservation SA notes and welcomes the current collaboration arrangements between the 

conservation sector and relevant fire management agencies.  Such engagement is fundamental to 
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achieving improved protection of environmental values and contributing to the safety of South Australian 

communities and industries.   

 

Yours sincerely,  

  

 Craig Wilkins  

Chief Executive 

If you require further information, please contact me at craig.wilkins@conservationsa.org.au 
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