
 

 

Standing Committee on Agriculture and Water Resources 

Parliament House  

Canberra ACT 

e: agriculture.reps@aph.gov.au 

 

2 July 2021 

 

Dear Committee, 

RE: Submission to the Australian aquaculture sector inquiry 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit to the Australian aquaculture sector inquiry. 

The Conservation Council SA is an independent, non-profit and strictly non-party political organisation 

representing around 60 of South Australia’s environment and conservation organisations and their 

90,000 members. 

The Conservation Council SA would like to draw the Committee’s particular attention to the following 

issues: 

 

1. The immediate need to review all Aquaculture Zoning Plans due to imminent changes to 

water quality guidelines 

South Australia’s marine ecosystems have evolved to thrive in low nutrient conditions, and as a 

consequence, are vulnerable to even small increases in nutrient concentrations (EPA 20131, Russell et 

al. 20052). The Australian and New Zealand Guidelines for Fresh and Marine Water Quality 

(ANZECC/ARMCANZ 2000) provide default guideline (trigger or threshold) values for different regions 

of Australia. The water quality guidelines have been undergoing a process of review since 2018 with a 

more spatially resolved framework, to allow guidelines specific to each marine bioregion. The 

Aquaculture Zoning Plans need to be updated to reflect these new guidelines, which will allow for a 

more sustainable management of aquaculture facilities and minimise the ecological impacts in each 

zone. 

 
1 EPA (2013), State of the Environment report for South Australia 2013, Environment Protection Authority 
South Australia, Adelaide; see: www.epa.sa.gov.au/soe/home 
2 Russell B.D., Elsdon T.S., Gillanders B.M. & Connell S.D. (2005), Nutrients increase epiphyte loads: broad-scale 

observations and an experimental assessment. Marine Biology (Berlin) 147,551-558. 
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2. The need for periodic review of Aquaculture Zoning Plans 

The periodic review of Aquaculture Zoning Plans will ensure the adaptive management of zones. 

Reviews should reflect outcomes from new scientific data collation to provide best practice 

management and monitoring of Aquaculture zones. 

 

3. Greater transparency in the approval process and greater transparency in monitoring, 

including of escapees and nutrient outputs (should be no NPI exemption) 

Providing clear and open communication for approval processes and monitoring, will support and 

strengthen the long-term sustainable planning, management, and recognition of aquaculture in 

Australia.  

 

4. Zone capacities to be reviewed and have a future schedule of review 

The aquaculture zone carrying capacities need to be regularly reviewed to a set schedule. This will 

allow for improved scientific understanding to inform the appropriate setting of zone capacities. 

 

5. Prohibit aquaculture in Fitzgerald Bay, South Australia 

Accounting for a two-year lag explained by the cuttlefish life cycle and Gulf flushing times, the decline 

and recovery of the Giant Australian Cuttlefish at Point Lowly near Whyalla coincided with the arrival 

and departure of kingfish aquaculture – and its significant nitrogenous pollution – in Fitzgerald Bay, 

directly north of Point Lowly. The Giant Australian Cuttlefish is a major ecotourism attraction; 

safeguarding its population numbers has significant environmental benefits and ensures continuing 

local economic benefit for the people of Whyalla. 

 

Thank you again for the opportunity to submit to the Committee’s inquiry into the Australian 

aquaculture sector. 

I would be happy to present to the Committee, if required. 

If you require further information, please contact me at craig.wilkins@conservationsa.org.au. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

  

Craig Wilkins  

Chief Executive 
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