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Welcome to the Conservation SA Member Update for March 2021

Tomorrow, the new Planning & Design Code for metro Adelaide will go live. While we
expect there will be some positive aspects to the Code, there are huge concerns that it will
drive even more tree loss and not prepare us adequately for our changing climate. The
poor consultation process has only made things worse..

It’s important our members discuss what is in the Code and what response is required.

So, this will be included in our first quarterly Member’s Council meeting on 29 April.
See below for more details on this and other topics and guest speakers.

I hope to see you there!

As always, we encourage you to pass these emails on to your members, staff, board, and
volunteers. They can also subscribe to this channel
at conservationsa.org.au/member_comms.

With thanks,
 

Dead in the Water: A 'very angry' Q&A with Richard Beasley SC and Kate McBride

On Wednesday 3 March we were treated to a night of sparkling discussion on the plight of
the Murray-Darling Rivers at our special event Dead in the Water: A 'very angry' Q&A with
Richard Beasley SC.

Despite being delivered with razor-sharp wit and humour the outlook for the River is not
good. In particular, the 450GL of water SA negotiated when it joined the Murray Darling
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Basin Plan looks increasingly unlikely, which will spell disaster for the Lower Lakes and
Coorong.

We need a Murray-Darling Basin Plan that legally abides by the original Federal Howard-
era Water Act – the current one doesn’t, and the most recent announcement from Federal
Water Minister Keith Pitt does not give us much cause for optimism (read it here).

We'll be releasing a full video of the event soon, so stay tuned to your inbox for the link!

The Joinery honoured at SA Climate Leaders Awards 

The Conservation SA team was thrilled to receive an Honourable Mention for The
Joinery at the Premier's Climate Change Council 2020 SA Climate Leaders Awards in late
February. Our Adelaide Sustainability Centre Coordinator Paige Le Cornu was also a
finalist for her inspiring work with Green Adelaide.

You can watch our part of the ceremony here.

SA Pastoral Act negotiations      

A well-attended public forum on the Pastoral Act review hosted by the Rural Media and
Communicators SA/NT (RMC) and the Royal Geographic Society of SA (RGSSA) was
held on 26 February.  Following that event, our CE Craig Wilkins did a series of media
interviews on the lack of public consultation in the process.

We have co-signed a letter to key SA MPs on our concerns with the draft Bill - read the
letter and supporting document here.

Linking Landscapes major grant round launched

The new Linking Landscapes grants are now live! 

The Revitalising Private Conservation in South Australia program is an exciting
collaboration between the non-government primary industries and conservation sectors.
The program aims to expand the number, extent and quality of protected areas of native
vegetation on private land in South Australia.

Visit the grant website for more info and to apply. 

Encounter Bay whales under threat

Endangered Southern Right Whales use Encounter Bay every year between May and
November to give birth, rest and socialise. The building of a new causeway from Victor
Harbour to Granite Island will involve pile driving and other noise disturbance in the middle
of the whale sanctuary.

On 24 February, we presented our submission to the State Commission Assessment
Panel (SCAP) and urged them to change the timing of their work to avoid impact on the
whales (read here).

Very disappointingly, the Department for Infrastructure and Transport ignored the advice
from whale experts and scientists and is proceeding during the winter season. This

https://www.conservationsa.org.au/r?u=djSuOSbIfp7fuKauEh3fQPidbjp9EcBDjSJY1QhNcUdLNwUkAP9Tq4ELIDqygc6CLba810ulAWlszVIMzrKPp1L58dtlUqdkSBIbFSYXc2vg6e59t4GxDDd0qa6MdGqS&e=e10d2afe2445cc08ddd1f7fd1c819513&utm_source=conservationsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=member_update_march&n=4&test_email=1
http://www.thejoinery.org.au/?e=e10d2afe2445cc08ddd1f7fd1c819513&utm_source=conservationsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=member_update_march&n=6&test_email=1
https://www.conservationsa.org.au/r?u=het7lgtSRb9YCbXSOe_EW3Pm1kIHMGC-B-P0hAn-4rxmgP6HIC-DCY5WkxgoCYa-F6gAszeb86G-SybFbBQQhIOBnY3h1-To7Vai1rNggHN6Y5SKleeQOjX-zQhYACO9STCOsCSD74vZDb_hIB5HAsy6S5WjvpwXvuF7rBNSL8E&e=e10d2afe2445cc08ddd1f7fd1c819513&utm_source=conservationsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=member_update_march&n=7&test_email=1
https://www.conservationsa.org.au/r?u=-Pg-YBG_f81lgmkFC3-zgV26UfcPocloj4R8BlfRT5B5XLsRiycjXVQrikYiJVKO&e=e10d2afe2445cc08ddd1f7fd1c819513&utm_source=conservationsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=member_update_march&n=8&test_email=1
https://www.conservationsa.org.au/r?u=jalJvum2JQxpPvfjGmN5k6WcxeBNIYGqJDGRHALGuARSHJr9Yy7a_V2kiTEIyL5j&e=e10d2afe2445cc08ddd1f7fd1c819513&utm_source=conservationsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=member_update_march&n=9&test_email=1
https://www.conservationsa.org.au/r?u=x7qo17qR1Kb0lLg85yQYfAbXTC6Z7wxyptuSZemzKnGivJU8V1D7ZZAbAcLtwrZolrIe5zIiDktZFKBRbMDGo4GorwhRuVO0Bu_cxBOQWKayAZIi7DQC0V1jo3-LVms-Dulqdvku0jP-vuBCIxnMGbKuE_LAZ-5x4-li1yav326H9bDsVWDj4hSLYbbXgBZ-&e=e10d2afe2445cc08ddd1f7fd1c819513&utm_source=conservationsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=member_update_march&n=10&test_email=1
https://www.conservationsa.org.au/r?u=x7qo17qR1Kb0lLg85yQYfAbXTC6Z7wxyptuSZemzKnGivJU8V1D7ZZAbAcLtwrZolrIe5zIiDktZFKBRbMDGo4GorwhRuVO0Bu_cxBOQWKZbOxICDshp1nF0GSHenKG_aCFQnXPqt4Fn9GrSDlylrOT_kHRlRXL9NsBIHARPXIzd7hjUzkN0n4ZoGy3A4TP0&e=e10d2afe2445cc08ddd1f7fd1c819513&utm_source=conservationsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=member_update_march&n=11&test_email=1
https://www.conservationsa.org.au/r?u=Ka1M7K6Lo3DQj7oEGcZl3GW5a2HeANc-fjFniWxcgJh0qPzmP_s-2AtUm5X7sbTp9npK4hf4worMgEek6-zHTJIauwBhS_5xnk8GGEIzXtc&e=e10d2afe2445cc08ddd1f7fd1c819513&utm_source=conservationsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=member_update_march&n=12&test_email=1
https://www.conservationsa.org.au/r?u=Ka1M7K6Lo3DQj7oEGcZl3GW5a2HeANc-fjFniWxcgJh0qPzmP_s-2AtUm5X7sbTp9npK4hf4worMgEek6-zHTJIauwBhS_5xnk8GGEIzXtc&e=e10d2afe2445cc08ddd1f7fd1c819513&utm_source=conservationsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=member_update_march&n=13&test_email=1
https://www.conservationsa.org.au/southern_right_whales_state_assessment_panel?e=e10d2afe2445cc08ddd1f7fd1c819513&utm_source=conservationsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=member_update_march&n=14&test_email=1


decision emphasises the need for us to secure stronger protections for the Encounter Bay
Whale Nursery.

If you want to join the campaign, contact Craig at craig.wilkins@conservationsa.org.au.

Draft Green Adelaide Regional Landscape Plan – consultation until 20 April

Green Adelaide is seeking feedback on their draft five-year regional plan: a pathway to a
cooler, greener, wilder and climate-resilient Adelaide.

Jump onto the consultation platform and have your say by 20 April 2021.

Behind the scenes at Conservation SA

Here's just a taste of the work we have been doing recently behind the scenes as the
state's environment peak body. We:

met with Federal Labor Environment Spokesperson Terri Butler to discuss EPBC
Act changes and River Murray policy
advocated on the SA Electoral Act
met with Federal Water Minister Keith Pitt to discuss concerns with the Murray
Darling Basin Plan
participated in the recent State Landscape Strategy workshop
appeared as an expert speaker at the Power Living Climate change presentation
gave advice through single-use plastic reference group

Upcoming Conservation SA events

18 March: SA Nature Festival host info session
19 March: Global Strike 4 Climate - Conservation SA stall and poster-making station
19-20 March: Final weekend of Fringe at the Joinery
20 March: Belair National Park consultation - open day

29 April: Conservation SA Council Meeting - special new format

This year, in response to feedback through our Strategic Planning process, we are trialling
a different format for our quarterly Member’s Council meeting.

Our first Council meeting for 2021 is on Thursday 29 April. We hope to make these
meetings far more focused on topical issues for our sector, with guest presenters and rich
discussion. We are keen for these meetings to be useful not just for delegates, but for all
your members.

Likely topics include:

Analysis and implications of the new Planning & Design Code
Launch of a new report to stem Adelaide’s tree loss
Changes to the Pastoral Act and what it means for the state’s rangelands
Our Climate Emergency Action Plan
Moves to ban duck hunting

More details shortly. We hope to see you there!
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Roles and opportunities

Conservation SA administration volunteers
2020-21 Bushfire Management Committee representatives

Media and submissions

Endangered whales at risk as causeway works timed for peak of breeding season (media
release)
Dark donations (Letter to the editor, the Advertiser)
Southern Right Whales - State Assessment panel (submission)
Victor Harbor causeway demolition approved amid concerns about noise impacts on
whale nursery (ABC News)
Lost tourism from causeway upgrade could cost Victor Harbor ‘hundreds of thousands’,
groups warn (The Advertiser)
Support bikeway (Letter to the editor, the Advertiser)
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