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Welcome to the first Conservation SA Member Update for 2021

As your peak body, we are always trying to find better ways to share what we are up to, as
well as the enormous amount of information from around our sector.

So, in response to feedback from our member groups, we have decided to try this new
format. Every month (or sooner if something really big emerges) we’ll send out a short and
punchy update on current campaigns and some key issues affecting the sector.

We encourage you to pass this on to your members, staff, board, and volunteers.
They can also subscribe to this channel at conservationsa.org.au/member_comms.

And please let us know if this format works for you – it's important to us you're getting the
information you need as the champions for our state's environment!

With thanks,
 

St Kilda Mangroves Alliance

In January we helped create a powerful new Alliance representing the environment sector,
fishing and industry, science bodies, and community residents to push for faster and more
effective response to the disastrous poisoning of mangroves, saltmarsh and samphire in
Adelaide's north.

The Alliance was launched on 23 January, and we held a vigil on the steps of Parliament
House on 2 February to mark World Wetlands Day. 

Future events, lobbying and advocacy are planned as the damage is still occurring and
the restoration process will be long-running. To find out more and get involved, visit Save
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St Kilda Mangroves.

ACC motion to remove trees      

Conservation SA acted quickly to prevent a ridiculous motion from passing at a recent
Adelaide City Council meeting that would have seen recently-planted lemon-scented
gums being removed from Grote Street and Prospect Road.

Here is a copy of the letter we coordinated. It's understood our intervention influenced the
final vote.

Pastoral Act negotiations      

A draft Bill to replace the Pastoral Land Management and Conservation Act 1989 has
been out for consultation since last year. We have deep concerns with the draft Bill and
have been working in an alliance of advocacy and land conservation groups to seek better
outcomes. 

Just before Christmas, we met with Minister David Basham alongside key member groups
and Livestock SA. From that meeting, negotiations have developed to see if common
ground can be found amongst the key stakeholders. 

Our CE Craig has been representing the conservation sector (alongside Hugo Hopton
from NFSA and Jack Gough from Pew Charitable Trusts) in those negotiations.

A meeting of key affected CCSA member groups will be held tomorrow (19 February) to
finalise our collective position. If you are interested in being involved in that discussion,
please contact Craig to get the details. 

Flinders Chase National Park

You would have seen media reports about a compromise deal being struck on the
Australian Walking Company’s proposal to build tourism accommodation amid sensitive
wilderness in the Flinders Chase National Park. Huge congratulations to the Public Parks
Not Private Playgrounds campaign and Eco-Action KI for creating a much better outcome
for the Park. 

Last-minute planning regulations that allow the Government to ignore native vegetation
rules are a big concern, though, as they create a dangerous precedent for our National
Parks system.

Planning & Design Code

The controversial new Planning & Design Code (Phase 3) is set to go live on 19 March.
Ahead of this, the CCSA Planning Committee will meet and discuss what the Code is
likely to contain and the many concerns that remain with the process and the outcome on
Tuesday 9 March, 5.30-7.30pm at the Joinery. 

To RSVP for this meeting, contact ESC representative Iris Iwanicki.

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) report

https://www.conservationsa.org.au/r?u=7p6xQV1MPs6KQ-jwXtTTpc3HePmn7oF8Pvs3iK_7xZPTt9YevtQQkd9kE-FnMqac&e=e10d2afe2445cc08ddd1f7fd1c819513&utm_source=conservationsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=member_update_feb_21&n=5&test_email=1
https://www.conservationsa.org.au/r?u=x7qo17qR1Kb0lLg85yQYfAbXTC6Z7wxyptuSZemzKnGivJU8V1D7ZZAbAcLtwrZoah70xST8ICIeFgBUiIQBOx7SN-beaQQWTr1oV5eZVNyq3oVGNtpp4L6Llef4MAY-cdqF_4bTZqzxo52mUp10CcNxsIGrQBwhn1-c_Z3KIAaXINeJ5LzCR3ap1ourNUY4&e=e10d2afe2445cc08ddd1f7fd1c819513&utm_source=conservationsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=member_update_feb_21&n=6&test_email=1
mailto:craig.wilkins@conservationsa.org.au
https://www.conservationsa.org.au/r?u=w3crp0dZWZNLMLnKU7EX7mP1pNvbiydwUKjNQH3wCag&e=e10d2afe2445cc08ddd1f7fd1c819513&utm_source=conservationsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=member_update_feb_21&n=7&test_email=1
https://www.conservationsa.org.au/r?u=NHA1GSJlDSbwCKKf0BPqgJhCitPV8g1d27O-Tq0G-mg&e=e10d2afe2445cc08ddd1f7fd1c819513&utm_source=conservationsa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=member_update_feb_21&n=8&test_email=1
mailto:iris7@internode.on.net


The Samuel Review has been released, and things are moving quickly in relation to EPBC
Reform.  

While not perfect, the Samuel Review proposes a number of good recommendations,
including relatively robust national Environmental Standards. However, the Federal
Government has proposed a set of extremely weak interim standards to accompany the
devolution bill that is currently before parliament.

Craig is on the management team of the Places You Love Alliance, Australia’s largest
alliance of environmental groups which is fighting for better nature laws. We are currently
lobbying Minister David Speirs to encourage him to push for stronger standards.

Behind the scenes at Conservation SA

Here's just a taste of the work we have been doing recently behind the scenes as the
state's environment peak body. We:

attended a briefing for a proposed new Tree Offsets Scheme,
represented the sector at the Giant Australian Cuttlefish Working Group,
lobbied on changes to the SA Electoral Act that will impact the ability of NGOs to
campaign,
attended the River Lakes & Coorong Action Group planning day,
participated in the DEW Nature Strategy Workshop, and
continued to support Traditional Owners to participate in the current consultation on
Leigh Creek Energy UCG proposal.

Upcoming Conservation SA events

Members-only Lunch and Learn series: We are currently planning our next session.
Stay tuned for details.

Roles and opportunities

Native Vegetation Council (NVC) representatives
2020-21 Bushfire Management Committee representatives

Media and submissions

New Alliance launched to force action to save St Kilda Mangroves (media release)
St Kilda Mangroves Alliance launched (blog post)
Granite Island Causeway Project - State Commission Assessment Panel (submission)
Letter to Adelaide City Council opposing removal of gumtrees (submission)
Vigil held for SA's lost mangroves and saltmarsh (blog post)
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