
From the desk of Craig Wilkins, Chief Executive

Welcome to our new newsletter The Hub, a space where we can update you on the projects and activities that 
are important to you.  

The Hub is a new initiative inspired by our vision of a healthy, biologically rich, and environmentally  
sustainable Australia. As your dedicated hub and welcoming and nurturing centre for environmental action 
in South Australia we want to ensure as a supporter you are kept abreast of our projects protecting South  
Australia’s Environment. 

In The Hub we want to create a space where we can share our stories with you.  We want to create an informative 
newsletter that demonstrates how through community engagement and working together we are a collective 
force for nature.

The Hub will be a space where we can share stories, issues and positive outcomes on how through your  
support Conservation SA as your peak body for nature and the environment, we are empowering you as nature 
champions to live with nature in balance.

I’d also like to introduce you to Martin Carolan, our new Fundraising Manager at the Conservation Council SA.  
Martin’s appointment is a direct result of Conservation SA’s strategic goal to increase our financial strength and 
independence into the future.  

Martin over the coming years will be tasked with developing more discretionary funds so Conservation SA can 
enable more independent campaigning for our environment. It is vital that we build our reserves for the future, 
so we are poised to take action on those issues that matter like protecting St Kilda mangroves, looking after our 
reefs or standing up for our greatest river system. 

You will see that Martin has hit the ground running encouraging our supporter community consider becoming 
a regular monthly donor, if you are not one already, to Conservation SA. Funding is vital to our work and as we 
transition to a place where we are more financially self-reliant, your monthly gifts are especially important to 
help us achieve this. 

We hope you enjoy reading the first issue of The Hub and thank you for your generous support of our work 
over the years.

Craig Wilkins 
 
Chief Executive  
Conservation SA
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I moved to Sydney in 2000, just after the Olympics, so I missed out on all the excitement and at-
mosphere. There I took up a role working in Fundraising for Guide Dogs NSW & ACT.  From there I 
moved to Brisbane where I worked with WaterAid Australia and then to my hopefully final place of 
settlement, Adelaide in 2015.  

I have been involved in philanthropy for over 30 years. Working in different fields as diverse as over-
seas aid, Hospital Foundations, and animal welfare.  

Fundraising is an interesting and a challenging role. I like to describe it as being a facilitator between 
for-purpose organisations, our donor community and enabling donors to take action on what it is 
that is important to them so they too can enact transformative change.

I do hope you enjoy this first edition of The Hub magazine and hope you will use it as a platform to 
connect with us. I have learned very quickly that Conversation SA is a space surrounded by inspiring 
people, our members, our donors, our community and our staff bringing together a community of 
nature champions that together are a force for nature.  

We want to hear your stories, your issues and your concerns so please send us a note on the form 
that we have enclosed.  

I recently spoke with a lady who is passionate about protecting a 500-year-old gum tree near her 
property and stories like these are heart-warming knowing that together we are there for our South 
Australian environment.  

My contact details are below so feel free to drop me an email, give me a call or swing by the Joinery 
for a coffee - but make sure I am in the office as I only work part time.

I am very excited about my new role as Fundraising Manager for Conservation SA.  Living in the Hills 
near Cleland National Park, I feel honoured to be surrounded by our native flora and fauna. 

There is nothing I love more than sitting in our garden listening out for the birds and odd koala 
grunts in the distance.  

Although, I must admit Peggy and Dasher, our two cheeky dachshunds aren’t too keen on it when a 
kangaroo comes hopping up our driveway. 
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I started my career as a Fundraising 
Professional in London in 1990, after 
leaving my native Ireland. 

I studied Marketing at college 
and then managed the British Red 
Cross’s Bequest Department cover-
ing the whole of the UK.  

I was responsible for encouraging 
our donors to remember us with a 
gift in their Will. Peggy and Dasher enjoying the sun

Welcome Martin Carolan

Martin Carolan 
Fundraising Manager 
Conservation SA 
Phone  0474 284 961 
Email  martin.carolan@conservationsa.org.au



Conservation SA is the South Australian hub of a 
new national campaign that has already begun  
rolling out in Queensland: Climate Action Now.

The project is a call to action to the community 
to clearly and powerfully demonstrate that South  
Australians want bold action on climate through the 
mass display of simple but highly effective posters, 
wheelie bin stickers and car stickers. 

The project will provide strong visual Climate Action 
Now cues across our State.   

We want our State and Federal MPs to see a flurry of 
Climate Action Now signs wherever they go in our 
state – so they have no doubt this issue is what mat-
ters to South Australians. 

This call to climate action is one of the most import-
ant calls that we can make in our lifetime. This is even 
more important for South Australia as we enter a State 
election in March 2022.

The Conservation SA team is busy preparing for this 
campaign with our website launching in October.  

We will keep you up to date with its progress and 
hope that many of you will join the campaign and take 
action for Climate Action Now.  

Visit conservationsa.org.au/climate_action for updates.

CLIMATE  
ACTION NOW

This year Conservation Council of South Australia celebrates our 50th 
anniversary. 

That is 50 years of leading public debate on critical issues that  
affect our environment, 50 years of shining a light on our state’s  
conservation champions with 22 years of  our Annual Awards Ceremonies 
and 50 years of standing up for your South Australian Environment and  
the precious environment surrounding us we call home. 

Towards the end of the year, we will be celebrating our work at our  
collective home, The Joinery. We hope many of you will celebrate with 
us too, be that virtually or in person.  We are secretly hoping in person. 

To register your interest and keep abreast of these events please email us on events@conservationsa.org.au 

Celebrating 

5
YEARS
0

of environmental advocacy

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION

This publication is your connection to the South Australian Environment. It is an opportunity for us to share with 
you what are the important issues that are affecting our environment. It is a space where we want to share, to 
listen, to advocate and to empower. 

We welcome your feedback, your comments, your ideas, and suggestions to make this publication a rich source 
of information regarding building a healthy, biologically and rich environmentally South Australia. 



Have you found you are using physical cash less and less since COVID-19 hit? I certainly am. I have to make 
sure my bank account is topped up when I buy groceries now I am not carrying round cash in my wallet. 

Regular monthly giving is the best thing that has happened to the for-purpose sector since sliced bread. 

Really, it is like you topping up Conservation Council SA’s bank account, so when we go to buy a loaf of bread, 
we are not getting that “insufficient funds” sound and our bank card declines.  

Well, Conservation SA may not be buying loaves of bread, but what your regular gift does is create a  
community of like-minded people who can financially support our action on climate change.  

It is always difficult asking for support, but if our for-purpose organisation did not exist, imagine how different 
the South Australian landscape and environment might look without our advocacy. 

So please if you can, and I understand it is difficult financial times for all of us now, consider making a regular 
monthly gift via the enclosed response form or at conservationsa.org.au/spring_appeal so we can continue to 
be a voice for nature for the next 50 years. 

$30 a month will help us develop 
and grow a strong and consistent 
media presence focusing on our 
overall purpose

$40 a month will help us be agile 
to respond quickly to emerging 
threats and grasp opportunities 
to deliver the best campaigns to  
support conservation

$50 a month will help us build a 
stronger public profile for nature 
and the urgency for climate action 
now when it is needed most

$75 a month means that we have 
the financial reserves to help us  
enable a more independent voice 
for nature

$125 a month ensures we can  
continue as the peak body for the 
environment that maximises the 
opportunities and strengths of our 
diverse membership base

Just think what 
your regular gift 
could do: 

How your regular monthly gift ensures Conservation SA  
can be a more effective voice for the environment

Conservation Council SA  |  The Joinery, 111 Franklin Street Adelaide SA 5000  |  Kaurna Country
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Did you know you can celebrate 
your birthday, community day, 
or environment day here at our 
hub The Joinery? There are three 
amazing spaces available, may-
be have a picnic in our garden 
space with you favourite local 
band and share the experience 
with our chickens.  Or even hire 
our gallery space for a sit-down 
lunch or cocktail party. 

You could even host a foodie 
fundraiser with the award-win-
ning Foodprint Experience serv-
ing delicious and sustainable 
food for you and your friends.  

Did you know that since 
COVID-19 hit every minute of 
the day, 3 million disposable face 
masks are thrown away across 
the world? 

We encourage all our supporters 
to purchase reusable masks as 
the pandemic continues. 

and resources for on-ground 
conservation work, which will  
improve native vegetation and 
the financial sustainability of  
Heritage Agreement properties.  
Good for farming, good for  
conservation!

Did you know that Conservation 
SA is working with our partners 
on an important revitalisation 
project with primary producers 
and landholders?

Revitalising Private Conservation 
in SA enables access to expertise 

Nature Foundation delivers this 
initiative in partnership with  
Conservation SA, Livestock SA, 
Trees for Life SA, and Nature 
Conservation Society of SA. 

We're thrilled to be involved 
in this vital work with such an  
inspiring team.
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