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Community Engagement Team  

Australian Radioactive Waste Agency  

Department of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources  

GPO Box 2013  

CANBERRA ACT 2601 

e: arwa@industry.gov.au 

 

23 October 2021 

 

RE: National Radioactive Waste Management Facility notice of intention to declare 

 

The Conservation Council SA is an independent, non-profit and strictly non-party political organisation 

representing around 60 of South Australia’s environment and conservation organisations and their 

90,000 members.  

As the environment peak body for South Australia, we have a strong interest in the nominated land at 

Napandee, near Kimba in our state’s Eyre Peninsula. 

We have deep concerns in the process, and the outcome of your selection. 

The site chosen is on the lands of the Barngarla people. They have forcefully and consistently said they 

oppose this facility. Despite their status as Traditional Owners, they were deliberately excluded for 

the indicative community ballot. This is in clear conflict with the provisions of the UN Declaration on 

the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Article 29) which requires: States shall take effective measures to 

ensure that no storage or disposal of hazardous materials shall take place in the lands or territories of 

Indigenous peoples without their free, prior and informed consent. 

In addition, there has been no consultation outside the immediate region. Communities on the wider 

Eyre Peninsula and along the extensive transport corridors have not been consulted. And the proposal 

remains illegal under the laws of our state. 

Nor is there any justification for this facility. The Public Works Committee has formally found that 

ANSTO has the capacity to safely and securely manage Australia’s longest lived radioactive waste at 

Lucas Heights in Sydney for decades to come. 

Therefore, there is no imperative to shift this waste to South Australia on a temporary basis, as there 

is a safer and cheaper temporary solution already present. 
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Instead of progressing Napandee, all efforts should be focused on developing a transparent and 

science-based expert approach to identifying the most suitable location in Australia for deep 

geological disposal.  This is international best practice. 

Only once the site is identified and developed should the waste be moved. 

To transport radioactive waste to South Australia only to park it in above ground storage while a longer 

term solution is developed – even though safe and effective storage is already available and in use - is 

unnecessary, risky, divisive, and a shocking waste of public money. 

We strongly urge the Department and the Minister to reconsider their declaration of Napandee, and 

instead embark on a waste management process that is consistent with international best practice 

and our nation’s human rights obligations. 

Please note that the Conservation Council SA is happy for this submission to be published in full. 

If you require further information, please contact me at 08 8223 5155 or  

craig.wilkins@conservationsa.org.au. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

  

Craig Wilkins  

Chief Executive 
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