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Great coffee, sustainable food and events, renewable 
energy and a community garden - and that’s just the tip 
of the iceberg at The Joinery!

Formerly the old bus depot on Franklin Street, a year of hard work from 
volunteers, staff and community groups has transformed the building 
into a bustling hub for the environment in South Australia.

At the beating heart of The Joinery is the Depot Collective Café, a 
sustainably and ethically-sourced eatery with a social edge. Developed 
as an enterprise between owner Maddie Harris (Cafe Troppo) and 
Conservation SA, part proceeds from the cafe will go to support our work. 

The Adelaide Sustainability Centre - located on the building’s ground 
floor - presents a fantastic range of eco-friendly events, from cloth 
nappy workshops to film nights, clothing swaps, and even a repair cafe. 
The ASC team has just launched a brand new website - check it out at 
www.adelaidesustainabilitycentre.com.au. 

The Joinery also does a roaring trade as a venue for hire, with 
art exhibitions, theatre productions, business meetings and training 
sessions hosted in our various spaces over the past year. It’s an exciting 
place to call home, and we invite you to join us at The Joinery!

XXX

Electric car charging station at The Joinery 
Image Matthew Turner

AN URBAN OASIS  IN THE HEART OF THE CITY

A rare quiet moment at The Depot Cafe Collective 
Image Matthew Turner
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NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST 
NUCLEAR WASTE DUMPS

SHINING THE LIGHT ON NUCLEAR WASTE

At Conservation SA we’ve 
had an exciting year with 
new developments and some 
great wins. 

We are particularly proud of 
the difference we’ve made 
fighting the nuclear waste 
dump. But the state’s peak 
environment body needs to 
do so much more.

We deliver an extraordinary 
amount of public good, but 
funding for public good is 
reducing rapidly. Government 
support is shrinking and the 
demand on philanthropists 
and donors is growing.

We are actively developing 
social enterprises that will in 
time create an independent 
source of income. But our 
ability to make an impact 
is still heavily reliant on our 
generous supporters. And we 
need your help now more 
than ever. 

Thank you again to all our 
wonderful supporters and 
hard working staff, volunteers, 
representatives on Boards and 
Committees, and Executive 
Committee members.  

We simply couldn’t do it 
without you. 

Craig Wilkins, Chief Executive
Nadia McLaren, President

We’ve been fighting the nuclear waste dump proposal ever 
since it was first floated by the Royal Commission back in 
February. So what’s the state of play?

Despite some media reports trying to rescucitate the dump plan, 
we’ve seen community support for it steadily eroding. 

The government’s own consultation — its Citizen Jury — found that 
70% were not confident that nuclear waste could be safely transport-
ed and stored nor that the government would listen to their views.

To back this up, we joined with Traditional Owners and the 
Australian Conservation Foundation on 11 November to hand 
more than 35,000 signatures to Premier Weatherill protesting the 
dump. 

But the fight isn’t over yet. We will keep up the pressure for our 
Premier to keep his promise to listen to the people - and drop this 
dump idea for good.

At the Mt Compass School 
Swamp

MESSAGE FROM
THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
AND THE PRESIDENT

On 15 October Conservation SA helped organise one of the largest 
rallies in years, when more than 3,000 South Australians met on 
the steps of Parliament House to send a clear message to Premier 
Weatherill: we say no way to nuclear in SA.



2016 SA ENVIRONMENT AWARDS
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AMBASSADORS FOR HEALTHY RIVERS

VALE ENVIRONMENT CHAMPIONS

Conservation SA is partnering with the Australian Conservation Foundation in a project to 
support people living in the Murray Darling Basin to be more vocal in the media about their 
support for the Murray Darling Basin Plan. 

The Ambassadors for Healthy Rivers are a group of citizens from NSW, Victoria and South Australia. 
They represent a diverse range of communities and interests including Traditional Owners, agriculture, 
irrigation, science, fishing, art and local communities.

The program kicked off in June and we now have a core group of citizens who have been lobbying 
politicians and speaking out strongly in the media calling for the Basin Plan to be delivered in full.

This is very timely given the upstream forces lobbying hard for less water to be returned to the river 
system. South Australians will once again need to fight to ensure the Basin Plan gets water flowing all 
the way to our end of the river.

With huge sadness we note the passing of 
two of Conservation SA’s most important 
elders, leaders and friends: John Sibly, AM 
(President 1977-1983) and Margaret Bolster, 
AM (President 1999-2001). 
Margaret and John were both courageous 
individuals and we are incredibly grateful for their 
immense contributions to SA conservation over 
their lifetimes.
We honour their legacies by continung our 
work as the voice for the environment in South 
Australia.

On 24 November we celebrated the 
outstanding efforts and dedication of 
those in our community caring for the 
South Australian Environment.

This year’s winners, finalists and nominees 
once again show that every individual can 
make a difference.
We are proud to announce the winners of 
the SA Environment Awards for 2016:

• The Jill Hudson Award for outstanding 
contributions to protecting South 
Australia’s natural environment was 
awarded to Mark Bachmann for his 
tireless work as a campaigner for the 
South East wetlands.

• Also honoured was Ken Jones, who was 
presented with the 2016 Unsung Hero 
Award for more than 50 years of advocacy 
and community work promoting the 
values of nature care.

• The Young Achiever Award was co-
presented to two deserving recipients: 
Ida Moore and Mark Franklin for 
their respective work in the fields of 
sustainability and ecology, and as 
inspiring peer leaders in the community. 

We also take this opportunity to acknowledge 
the work of the thousands of unsung South 
Australians who volunteer their time, 
expertise and passion on behalf of our 
natural environment each year.

SA Environment Award winners and attending nominees



Our multi-award winning 
citizen science program has 
officially entered its 20th year! 

Reef Watch is the longest running 
program of its kind in the country 
and the second longest running 
marine citizen science program in 
Australia!

Reef Watch started when 
enthusiastic scuba divers, marine 
scientists and environmental 
NGOs came together to monitor 
temperate reefs. 

REEF WATCH CELEBRATES 20 YEARS

Since its inception, Reef Watch has 
trained thousands of volunteers 
scuba divers to undertake surveys 
of SA’s beautiful temperate reefs. 

Over the past 20 years, Reef Watch 
has actively engaged almost 
12,000 people and worked with 
dive clubs, government agencies 
and marine conservation groups. 

Find out what Reef Watch is up to 
now by signing up to its monthly 
newsletter: 

conservationsa.org.au/reef_watch

IS HERE AGAIN
Being in nature does amazing things for people. 
In 2015 Conservation SA started Nature for You, a program designed 
to provide safe, nature experiences for disadvantaged South Australians, 
including new arrivals, low income groups, people impacted by 
mental health issues and those at risk of homelessness.

These fun, accessible activities are designed to enhance restoration 
and relaxation, to encourage reflection and engagement, to enjoy 
freedom and peace, and to foster a connection with nature.

So far, hundreds people from all over the world have engaged 
with our nature activities - and this is just the start!
Read more here: www.conservationsa.org.au/nature_for_you

The Conservation Connection provides a half-yearly update to the friends 
of Conservation SA - our invaluable regular monthly donors.

We would prefer to print fewer newsletters - please sign up to recieve  
our E-News here: www.conservationsa.org.au/join

KEEP UPDATED ABOUT CONSERVATION SA DONATE
Online: conservationsa.org.au

By phone: 08 8223 5155

Or post with Reply Paid 83672

Imagine being unable to experience South Australia’s 
incredible wilderness trails. 
Some people in our state are living that reality, and we aim 
to change that with the help of the TrailRider - an incredible 
wheelchair that allows a disabled passenger, with the 
assistance of volunteer ‘sherpas’, to go pretty much anywhere!

With recent moto upgrades complete, it won’t be long until 
this groundbreaking piece of equipment — the first of its 
kind in SA! — will be available for free hire at The Joinery. 

We are excited about our role in making nature accessible for 
everyone who wishes to experience it. 

THE AMAZING TRAILRIDER

Image: Paul Macdonald

MAKING SURE NATURE IS FOR EVERYONEY


